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Me, | Le 


WHO'S TELLING THIS ‘ooh! | know this one! THE CORRECT ANSWER WAS “ity 
STORY, SERGEANT? “A mincl-contro! test subject COMMANDING OFFICER, SIR" 
Who hasn't yet had his 
head reexamined!” 


Af 
Okay, but the story 
is worth more Free 
ei] drinks my way. Sir. 


‘The way | remember 
it we all hid! in the 
lake until the search 
team left. 


IF THEY LEFT, HOW O10 We ¥ You got killed by| | THAT DOESN'T GET That's not how we 
a Jeopardl and we 
buried you 


HIJACK THEIR’ VEHICLE AND 
ASSAULT SHUFGAR'S BASE? 


THEIR VEHICLE got_back to 
HIACKED. ‘Shufgar’s 
base. 


SCHLOCK'S RIGHT. HIS 
STORY 1S BETTER. 
WHAT'S A JEOPARD? 


“Jeopard” was Kevyn'’s name For a|| THAT SOUNDS LIke || One of them ate || THAT SOUNDS LIKE SOMETHING 
wzyediator on Pronto's Werid |] a won 70 maKe | your thro TD REMEMBER 
Jackal-like, leopard-tke, ql 
|| REMEMBER MAKING 
Jeopardy... Jeopara"| | REME 


(eo 


THAT SOUNDS 
LIKE JEOPARDY. 


ALA YEZSION We ZACKED My  Veraict va be got Killed | | SPEAKING AS A REFUGEE FROM THE ZI" Then Pronto got 
THe SEARCH-TEAN'S SHIP, by 2 Je hen you aot || CENTURY, THE WORD KILLED LOSES killed, ancl you saved 
ASSAULTED sHuFoaR’s Base, [ || captuin got SOme OF ITS PUNCH WHEN YOU us, but Pronto 
PRONTO, GOT VAPORIZED, filed ty Sroraet, teen the | | Bullo SENTENCES Like THA ‘Stayed dead. 
AND T 8 s 

ae LENE Test of us got captured 


ANO THAT JUST MAKES Me 
liemicmmeeet TKK Or Zonal moves 


SERGEANT, WHAT 
ARE YOU DOING, 


| saw that you hac two | compLeTéLy Jil Nope. | just like 
Grrinks, and Ene Gav had to drink From 
one big drink, and Chen | really big things. 
realized | was Chirsty, 


“THE Gav." Mt 
‘A SPECIES NOW. 


‘Oh, and the Captain says 
ifs time 


brain 


‘Commander, you have to get your 


i 
hase Fleet NO, I HAVE TO SHOOT THE 
Sink wind Wy PRIENO UnILE 
ENJOYING MILOLY TONE 
BEVERAGES 


SERGEANT, WHAT KEWN IS THATS VERY | | BARTENDER, A GUINNESS 
SAYING IS THAT HE'S GOING | INSIGHTFUL, Gav. | WITH A DEPTH CHARGE 
TO WORK UP THE NERVE FOR ALSO? FOR MY FRIEND HERE. 
THIS PROCEDURE BY GETTING | COMPLETELY 

HIS ORUNK ON WITH ME. INACCURATE. 


YES, THEY GAN PROBALY] | Bartender! | need you to "depth 
Oo THAT wet JUS TA charge’ my Ovaltwit with some 


1AM NOT CLEANING uP 
AFTER WHAT COMES NEXT. 


a 


‘AMORPHS BREAK A LOT OF THINGS. NOTABLY, RULES. 


THE FLEXIBILITY GRANTED AMORPHS BY THE ABSENCE OF A 
LOCKED-IN, LARGE-SCALE PHYSICAL STRUCTURE MAY IMBUE 
THEM WITH A MEASURE OF DISRESPECT FOR RIGIDITY. 


1 ae Captain Tagon, sir! 


TH F A “SADLY, THERE ARE ONLY A FEW St 
CAREER IN CARBOS TE AMORPH RESEARCH, ‘AMORPHS AVAILABLE FOR STUDY. 


Commander Ancreyasn had his comm | [IT TOOK YOU AN AWFULLY LONG Tinvented three new, 
OFF. He's in Che Handy Canon || TIME TO LOCATE Hitt, SERGEANT. J depth charges! 
drinking depth charges with the 


Gav Ambassador. 


SUBJECT IFNOT FOR THE FACT THATHE WOULD 
MAKE SUCH AN INCREDIBLY POOR RESEARCH SUBJECT. 


I WAS HOPING YOU'O BRING HL What's a littie violence 
CONNENDER ANDREYASN between Friends? 
r 


=) TREATMENT? 
Sa That would have 
Fa erie | |S ao ae ~ 


Ca 
MS 


Are you ordering me to 
me 2800r8 Commancier 
a Andreyasn here For 

treatment? 


YES, SERGEANT. 
BRING Him HERE. 


You appear aufully rolaxod 
Yas-tahl in light oF tha possibility 
that the sergeant will 


pxactually injure the 


commander. 


THEY'RE FRIENDS. ALSO, 
IVE GOT NERVES OF STEEL. 


This is the right T know, That's why | AND BECAUSE T KNOW | find I know that is how you really do Feo! 
thing to do, T Have wy)|] 2m Sauing reassuring | YOURE MILLIONS OF Joven though you buried the truth under a 
Captain. ps ‘overt Z| | things lika “this is | TIMES SMARTER TAN | heavy layer oF sarcasm, 


| the right thing ta da." | Woeos age EVEN 
Ei MORE REASSURING. 


I $0 GLAD we 
HAD THIS LITTLE TALK, 


Gea None 
HEREBe So Test wo Io se nea er 
MEMORIES FLAGGED. FE vecoy REMEMBERS NEVER HAPPENED. 


WHAT PRECIOUS, EXCELLENT 
DARTS OF MY LIFE ARE JUST 
FAKE MEMORIES? OID T INVENT 
‘THE TERAPORT? DID T HELP 
SAVE THE GALAXY? 00 1 
ACTUALLY HAVE A TALL, 
BEAUTIFUL, BLONDE 
GIRLFRIEND? 


DID I REALLY DRINK 
THREE OF THESE? 


ae 


FOUR. BUT DON'T WORRY. 
TILL REMEMBER THAT ON YOUR 

GEHALE SINCE 1 EXPECT YOU'LL 
BE FORGETTING IT SHORTLY, 


KEWN, I’ NOT JUST HERE ) |] WE ARE. ALSO, DID YOU KNOW | WHEN YOU'RE SOBER, I WANT TO TALK | AND THEY MIGHT NEED 
Foe fie WEoUING. IVE that Gu PooNeRIZe One ABUT Keno nutenarion, one | Nou on euess 
GOT BUSINESS. WHEN ORUNK2 | "OF. THE GAVCORP DMMSIONS HAs BEEN |. “ris icANS YOU'RE 
a: UF, it NOT ORunk SN OURSELVES RADICALLY, 

: Ti STILL CONSCIOUS. _ 


| I KNOW, You're 
‘AMM ANBASSADOR 
NN 


TRL, PLANTS BODY ROPIFIGATION 
SPOKEN LIKE AYE THEYVE CONE IT ALL, AND THE WHOLE 
TRUE ALCOHOLIC, DIVISION IS APPLYING IT TO A PROJECT. 


BARKEEP! WHATS YOUR SYSTEM 
FOR GETTING AN UNCONSCIOUS Brain surgery, 
INEBRIATE FROM HERE TO His. ren home. 


'S A PRET 
STEEP PENALTY FOR 
BUBLIC INTOXICATION, 
BUT I BET IT WORKS. 


- Tr CAN SEE THREE MORE OF THESE 
Holla, Ambassador. Worrying about your Friend? YN Cine er Ove 1 Los THe 10 


STARLIGHT AND THE HORIZON. 


TW 


ADMIRING THE VIEW. 


THIS TINY SLIVER OF WHAT 


THERE ARE NINE-HUNDRED- 
‘AND-FORTY-EIGHT-POINT- 
EIGHT MILLION OF Me. I 
= REPEAT MYSELF A LOT, 


More than you think. You, Gav Ambassador 
21-a, have personally complimented mo 
on my expaditious architecture three 

times now, 


To be Fair, you were happily 
Full oF Guinness all three times. 


YOU'RE RE-WRITING: 
HACKED PARTS OF 

ERAN THAT BRAIN IS A 
NATIONAL TREASURE. 


WHO ARE 


Tt is a galactic So of course I am keeping 
| 
Ee 1 & 

i , 


‘T WORKED WITH DOZENS OF 
GAVS IN MY TIMELINE, TRYING: 
TO SAVE THE GALAYY, 


FOND MEMORIES, GRIM WORK. 
YOU GUYS ARE AMAZING. 


YOU'RE KEVIN'S 


TIME-CLONE!_ ff PLEASED TO. 
MEET YOU. 
2 . 


ALSO, THIS WAY IT'S EASIER FOR 
PEOPLE TO TELL US APART, 


YOU DON'T WEAR GLASSES, 
we NOT THEY INTERFERED 
unm A JOB 1 


NEEDED TO 00. 


1 WAS SIX WEEKS “AHEAD” OF COMMANDER ANOREYASN VM | NOW HE HAS A GORGEOUS BLONDE 

vm || WHEN 1 ARRIVED IN THIS TIME-STREAM MY CAPTAIN WAS, GIRLFRIEND AND T MARCH GARDEN- 

SURE, BUT TM |] DEAD, MY SISTER WAS DEAD, AND OUR GALAKY STATUE ROBOTS TO WAR AGAINST A 
AN EDGE CASE. | | WAS DYING. NICE OLD MAN WITH A MEAN STREAK. 


WE WERE ALREADY PRETTY 


DIVERGENT, AND MY ARRIVAL ENSURED THAT 
NONE OF THOSE BAD THINGS HAPPENED HeRe. |] YOU'RE BOTH LING THE HIGH LIFE. 


MEANWHILE, IN THE 2 a eee 


OPERATING THEATER, 


ey 

—4 Y— 

= | though these 
boosts you guys have 
would Keep him sober. 


THEY KEEP US FROM POISONING || WHO'S UNCONSCIOUS? WHERE 
OURSELVES. TOO MUCH ALCOHOL || ARE MY CLOTHES? 

TOO FAST AND WE GO STRAIGHT 

FROM BUZZED TO UNCONSCIOUS 

WHILE THE BLOOO-NANNIES 

CLEAN HOUSE. 


= 


i CLOTHES ARE INA WT) eis, wHAT ABOUT 
Hers 16 RECOVERY bi WY GLASSES? 


bRoceDuRe, 
REMEMBER? 


YOU CAN'T POSSIBLY BE SEEING SOUNDS ‘THE TEMPLE-TIP CONTROL ASSISTANT'S NANNY-PROBE? 
SURFACES ARE CALIBRATED 
TO ONLY WORK WITH HY. 


USING iM GLASSES, SERGEANT. 
You LITLE 
TURNCOAT. 


Hallo, Commander. SERGEANT SCHLOCK, LIEUTENANT VENTURA, YOU'RE COME ON, SARGE, IT" 
Aire you ready EXCUSED. COMMANDER FOXHORTHY, STAY HERE GROWN-UP TIME IN 
fo start? WITH US PLEASE. 


C= 
TT 
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Gare pais Pust Ine FOUR OF US. Commander, I can do more | PETEY, Oe ES CON, einer Hava T violated_your 
Mh than just Flag the Fal: WITH THE i, rivact 
ron i a | i _Cas or 


MADE OUT OF 
can restore soma of the NANNY-CamS2 


Uou required my medical alfention Following your THAT Seens 
mmission on Pronfo’s Ulorid, T had to perform extensive TUSTFIABLY 
reconstruction, raversing some aggressively EXPEDIENT. 


militant modifications. 


Whon I did this, I 
took the liberty of 
copying praity much 


overuthing, including WA | q 
what was in your brain, \ 


Tr also provided me with some very 
educational reading. 


TF 1 SMASH THE LITLE 
HOVER PROJECTOR DOES 
THE KOALA-GOD FEEL PAIN? 


YOU: YOU MINDRAPED SORRY? ALL Ye Would you rather I |] NO/ TO RATHER YOU HADN'T DONE 
ca couch my apolagy in | LANY OF THIS INTHE FIRST PLACE? 
solf-justiFicalion and 


verbose excuses? = 
( 


—-_ 


Z 

4 
Sa do L 
PP _ ihet’s what “I 
sorry” actually. moar 


am 
ns. 


TM NOT DOING IT ON YOUR | This is true, find 
BEHALF. 1’ DOING IT FOR 

‘ME. YOUR BRAIN IS FULL OF 
THINGS LIKE OuR FIRST DATE, 
OUR FIRST NIGHT TOGETHER: 


ELF, HONEY, IT'S MY BRAIN HE 
Imust confess to 


YOU TO GET VIOLENTLY 
INARTICULATE ON MY BEHALF, 


Tis alsa true 
that he does not 
noed you fo got 

{{ violontiy inarticulate 

‘on his behalf. 


COMMANDERS, IF WE CAN BE NOW THAT YOU KNOW PETEY HAS r 
CONE SHOUTING FOR JUST A BEEN IN KEVIN'S HEAD WITHOUT DON'T SHOOT 
MOMENT, T HAVE A QUESTION, YOUR PERMISSION, ARE YOU WILLING THE MESSENGER’ 


TO GWE HIM PERMISSION TO GO 
BACK IN YOUR HEAD? 


‘THAT WAS A }P I LANDED ON MY |] YEAH, BUT MOST COMMANDER FOXWORTHY 
FEET, THAT'S WHAT || PEOPLE CAN'T 00 || WAS GRACIOUS ENOUGH 
TO TELEGRAPH HER 
PUNCH, 


righé sir? 


You're suspending 
her without pay, Ge) 


RIDICULOUS, 


SHE HAD A LEGITIMATE 
GRIEVANCE AND NEEDED 
TO BUNCH SOMEBODY, 
PETEY WAS ONLY 
PRESENT IN HOLO 

50 I GOT 10 BE 

THE SOMEBODY. 


Wro do | get to punch 
when | have a grievance? 


YOU'RE A GRUNT, 
JF YOU'VE GOT A GRIEVANCE 
YOU PROBABLY DESERVE TO 
BE SUSPENDED WITHOUT PAY. 


Commanders Aindreyasn and Foxworthy 
have both agrood to 
the procedure, 


Yes. You and I agreed that Commander 
Foxworthy neoded to unjustly transfor hor 
anger, and ta relapse into violont 
displays oF it. 


RIGHT, I MEAN, T KNEW 
ELF Was GOING TO HIT 
ite, ur I THOUGHT 
THAT WAS GOING TO 
BRING KEVIN ack 


After striking you, IF immediately Folt 
ashamed and guilty, which, when coupled 
tuith the catharsis inherent in hacking 
ou through @ wall, opaned hor up to an 
actual discussion of tha matter. 


This draw Commander Findrayasn 

in, and with their negative Feelings 
pushed off onta you, I was able to 
explain things to thom vary rationally. 


Find you wore brilliant, Nobody 
aise could have played that. 


T KNOW MY PEOPLE, 


a zh 


LETTING ME THINK THIS WAS 
ALL MY IDEA TO BEGIN WITH, 


Tou positively stuck tha landing 7 
| ~~ 


= 


IF I LET ANYBODY ELSE: 
PUNCH MRE WE'LL BOTH KNOW 
THAT YOU BOTCHED MY BRAIN SURGERY. 


IN FACT... CAN'T BELIEVE T LET IT 
HAPPEN EVEN ONE TIME. 


People with normal, non-botchad 
brains Foo! that way every dau. 


EXTREME MAKEOVER, 


4RNASSUS DOM, DOCK FIVE BAY TWENTY-FOUR “EMNING Fon WW 
L = LIFE" EDITION. 


‘GENERAL TAGON, SIR? ( 
oe ethane _ 


ber 


‘1 REMEMBER YOU. YOU WERE IN A 
BATHROBE HOLDING A GUN AND A JAR 
RY HEAD WAS IN THE JAR GOOD TIMES, 


| YOU'RE NOT RUNNING I SORT OF... ALMOST- 2 ALSO, HE GOT BETTE 
Peale Ute Now, motes A UNS” 4 | AlnosT mueoencos J | y 
ARE YOU MS. DEEP COVER FIELD = 


ge Sa | 
Cae cA 


IN HIDING, 


'YOU SHOULD BE 
MORE THOROUGH, 


, IN TE YOU'RE RUNNING FROM | SO, WHEN YOU SAY *RIDE* YOU REALLY MEAN 
Stitt TO me Books, THe uns, Son-ssren is | Seco Bu e 


7 HEARD YOU'D WADE 
wens Sn LOOKING FO A RICE 
y I'VE GOT FRIENDS ON OLD 
INTO SOL SYSTEM, AND T°O-RATHER |" MELOME STATION, T TINK 1 JUST HOW FRIENDLY ARE YOU WITH 
NOT TAKE COMMERCIAL TRANSPORTATION. | MAY NEED TO GET THEM OUT. THIS EMANCIPATED GUNSHIP, GENERAL? 


P ike wee 
ROAD TRIP! 


oS 4 ‘4, 
p© #) 


] 
RISTLECon, WARE A SIOLEN w ‘ew 


YOU IMPOUNDED AND WIPED. ‘ENJOY FOR MORE THAN JUST SIX DAYS, ~ 


IF YOU'RE SERIOUS ABOUT 
THIS TRIP, DO SOME PLANNING. 
GET GOOD INTEL, 


FOR INSTANCE, THE LAST I 
HEARD, THE SIXTEENTH 
FLEET TOOK A BEATING 
OUT AT THE RIM 


1 GET IT, GENERAL. 
TWAS A UNS, 
ANALYST. 7 KNOW 
WHAT TM DOING. 


HULLNUTS, GIRL. T CAN'T COUNT THE 
NUMBER OF CASUALTY NOTIFICATIONS 
IVE DONE FOR SOLDIERS WHO “KNEW 

WHAT THEY WERE DOING.” 


THIS WILL MEAN 
INCREASED ACTIMTY AT JOVE'S 
SHIPYARDS, AND SOL SYSTEM'S 
PATROLS WiLL BE ON HIGH ALERT. 


ARE YOU GOING MS. FLINDERS, I'VE GOT TWENTY WE LEAVE RIGHT AFTER 
TO HELP us PLAN ] |} OUick-LOBBER GNOMES TO PAINT FOUR DAYS FOR PLANNING, THE WEODING. 
THE TRIP? BEFORE MY NEXT GAME WITH ‘AND PAINTING, A QUICK’ 
CAPTAIN KEWN. SHOOT-EM-UP AGAINST 
KEVIN'S GARDEN NINJAS, 


NO, 1’ NOT USING A. 
FABER FOR THAT. AND BESIDES, 

THERE'S A WEDDING ON IN FOUR PACK HEAVY, 
OAYS, AND T HAVEN'T BROKEN OUT AND DON'T PLAN TO) 
MY ORESS WHITES IN A DOG'S AGE. BRING ANY AMMO HOME, 


Hovyn, iF you dwall on the WITH ALL THAT SCREAMING 
screaming in your past you TR SURPRISED I HAVE A 
may advarsoly afFact your PRESENT TO AFFECT. 
prasant. 


$0.. HOW come ES —— || Thore was an indexing problem. Thi 
YOU'RE IN HERE PRO WATT YOM gots kind of confusing 


‘AS LONG AS IT'S NOT IN MEDIAS 
RES THAT! BE REALLY ANNOYING. 


injuries Four timas || profatype bload-nannias, which you bag. I brought the rast oF you back 


You sustained Fatal |] Fortunately, you had some advanced) | OION'T seRGEANT || He brought your head back in a nanny- 
during the mission ta} | acquirad From ma shortly aftor T From tha dead. 2 

root ou Shufgar and || raturnad you From your doadly YOU reMmenser 
his band of piratos. || misadventure in House Phica. Za THIS PART, RIGHT 


There wore some. 
incompatibilitias bohween 
tha nannies T gave you 
and the treatment you 

raceived From Doctor 
Bunnigus. 


When you First regenerated on Pranto’s 
world, portions of your memory wore 
incorrectly indexed. 


ow you get to remember remembering 
| i robutng OF your mona 


Whon you rogenarated tho third timo, 
the bload-nannias opened a lina oF 

communication with you, and you 
authorized an aggressive reconstruction, 


PETEY? KEVN? 


IVS JUST LIKE 
TALKING FACE- ina 


Mind-to-mind 
communication. T 
‘am Facilitating. 


TO-FACE, 


EY RIGHT MEAN, “THIS 15: ACTUALLY 


IF I give you 

two newbies system 

access like that, within Five minutes 

You were expecting « transcendental TH be rolling fe oll tha wau back 
experiance, completly shering Mrought, ‘= Firmware, but youl till ba tasting kay 
‘onolion, end consciousness? lime pie avery Hime you scratch your ear. 


WELL... WHAT'S THE OCCASION? WHY 


Mee ic i Scene Roe SPs reneties || Ecault, Subsequent cbserving end 
oF BUT ENS HERO recording your descent into dementia 


howe would be very educational, 


T can synthesize 
exporionces based 
‘on Havyn's mamorias, or 
PETEY HAS A WAY T can give you the 
TO PATCH MISSING experiance of watching 


pas OF Yous newory WE these, memories as ie ey 
— Eee eee 


THAT'S PSYCHO-BEAR FOR "CAN, 
BUT WON'T, THANK-YOU-VERY-MUCH-" 


YOU DON'T HAVE TO HAVE 
THIS PARTICULAR MEMORY EDIT. 
YOU CAN CHOOSE NOT TO 

KNOW WHAT REALLY HAPPENED. 


YOU'LL TELL ME WHAT 
HAPPENED, THOUGH, 
RIGHT? 


AND IT WILL BE SUCH A 
GREAT STORY T'LL WISH I 
COULD SEE THE MONE 
INSTEAD OF HAVING YOu 
READ ME THE BOOK? 


THE SCENE WHERE I KILL A TANK WITH 
MY BARE HANDS GivES ME CHILLS. 


YES, WE HERE AT D1. HAVE A 
WORD FOR YOU, AND WE USE 
BIT WITH NO DENIGRATION 

WHATSOEVER 


KNOW THIS BECAUSE T 
USED TO BE A BASELINER, 
TWAS You. 


PLEASE HOLD YOUR QUESTIONS 
UNTIL THE END OF THE 
PRESENTATION. WE ALREADY 
KNOW WHAT YOU'RE GOING 
TO ASK. 


YOU'RE NOT UNIQUE ANYMORE. HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF I 
PEOPLE CAN BE YOU SO CONVINCINGLY THAT SOMETIMES YOU 

LIE AWAKE AND WONDER IF PERHAPS THERE REALLY IS A SPIRITUAL 
COMPONENT TO HUMANITY, A SOUL, BECAUSE IT FEELS LIKE THE 
GATE-CLONING SOMEHOW STRETCHED YOURS ACROSS NINE 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY MILLION REANIMATED CORPSICLES, 


NLUSTRATING WHY 
ALL_OF YOU ARE HERE: 
TO BEGIN WITH, 


THE ORIGINAL DARREN *GAV" | 
BLEUEL TOOK PRIDE IN HIS 
INDIVIDUALITY. BECOMING: 
IRASSVELY REOUNDANT WAS 

A SHOCK TO ALL OF US. 


DIVERSITY ENGINEERING BEGAN | THE SECOND WAS BODY | THE THIRD WAS “ACQUIRED TASTE.” SOME 


ALONG THREE INDEPENDENT 


t 
bel 


| 


Os ai 
si 


THE FIRST WAS EDUCATION, 
GAVS BEGAN FLEEING EACH 
OTHER INTO NEW FIELOS. 


MODIFICATION, FROM 
HAIRCUTS TO HORMONE 
TREATMENTS, 


OF YOU TRIED TO LEARN 10 LOVE FLAT, 
THIN BEER INSTEAD OF GUINNESS. 


THE 
BUD CHELADA 
HERETICS GOT 

WHAT THEY DESERVED. 


THREE MONTHS AGO THE DIVERSITY 
ENGINEERING INSTITUTE ACQUIRED 
TECHNOLOGY THAT ACCELERATES 
ALL PREVIOUS APPROACHES TO THE 
PROBLEM. 


WE CAN NOW RE-WRITE OUR MINDS, 


COUPLED WITH ONA CHANGES AND A MANIFOLD SUITE OF 
OTHER MODIFICATIONS, YOU CAN BE COMPLETELY, 
ABSOLUTELY, UNMISTAKABLY DIFFERENT FROM 

THE GAV STANDING NEXT TO YOU, 


OR IF HE SELECTS 
IDENTICAL TREATMENT, YOU CAN 
BE IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL APART. AGAIN. 


fal GETTING YOU BASELINERS TO 
DIFFERENTIATE YOUR 
DIFFERENTIATION WAS EASY 
‘ONCE WE STARTED 

USING DICE. 


I'VE BEEN IN THE CAN 
FOUR TIMES NOW. 


ig 


os 
| 


‘ON THE FIRST Pass 1 
GAINED A BACKGROUND IN 
ADVANCED BIOENGINEERING 
AND GENE EXPRESSION. 


‘ON THE SECOND PASS T 
‘OPTED FOR MINOR BODY 
MODIFICATION, WITH 
SUPPORTING MENTAL 
MODS, OF COURSE, 


WAS TRYING out ¥F 
WHAT 1'0 LEARNED, 


‘ON MY THIRD PASS WE ‘THE FOURTH PASS WAS 
REWIRED SUBCORTICAL JUST A BOOB JOB, 
AND CORTICAL PORTIONS 

(OF MY BRAIN, SWAPPED. 

‘ALL MY Y-CHROMOSOMES 

FOR EXKES, AND REBUILT 

MME AS A WOMAN. 


WHERE WE CAME FROM, RE- Ni | BUT HERE AT THE DIVERSITY || THEN WE CAN PUT HIM || EXCITING PROBLEMS. YOU BASELINERS 
CREATING YOURSELF AS A NEW] ENGINEERING INSTITUTE WE] OR HER IN FRONT OF |] NEED TO THINK BIGGER THAN “HOW CAN 
BERSON WAS DIFFICULT, TIME- ]| CAN SAFELY AND QUICKLY | PROBLEMS THAT THE 1 GET BREWERY-FRESH GUINNESS INTO 
CONSUMING, AND OFTEN “TURN A DEPRESSED, BASELINE GAY SIMPLY THIS ROOM RIGHT NOW?" 

TOOK YEARS TO GET RIGHT. J] REDUNDANT GAV INTO A = COULDN'T HAVE SOLVED. 


NEW, HAPPY, INDIVIDUAL, 


‘AND AS OFTEN AS NOT, 
PEOPLE BACK IN THE DARK 
TWENTY-FIRST GOT IT WRONG, 


GAVCORPS' EDGE RESEARCH ARM 
NEEDS DIFFERENTIATED GAVS FOR A 
VERY IMPORTANT INVESTIGATION. 


WE'VE FOUND A WANDERING 
PLANET THAT APPEARS TO HAVE 
AN ANCIENT ARTIFACT INSIDE IT. 


BEFORE YOU ASK HOW 

OLD “ANCIENT: Ts, LET 

WHE PAINT A CLEARER 
PICTURE. 


WE SUSPECT THAT WHAT WE ACTUALLY 
FOUND IS A WANDERING ANCIENT 
ARTIFACT THAT HAS ACCUMULATED 
ENOUGH DEBRIS TO MAKE IT 

TOOK LIKE A PLANET. 


WE'RE OFFERING EACH OF 
YOU THE CHANCE TO BE 
UNIQUE AGAIN, AND TO. 
20 SOMETHING IMPORTANT, 
ANO INTERESTING WITH 
YOUR LIFE. 


WHO WANTS) 
TO CLiMe 
INTO THE 
CAN FIRST? 


I MAY HAVE NEGLECTEO TO 
WRENTION THAT THE PROPER 
NAME FOR “THE CAN" 15 
“THE TRANSMOGRIFIER” 


IS THE SIGN MADE OUT 
(OF CARDBOARD? 


T 


IN THE DAYS FOLLOWING OUR 
MISSION ON YONING WE WERE 
HELD CAPTIVE BY THE UNS 
‘ABOARD THE BATTLEPLATE 
WOROKWENG, BND OUR 
MEMORIES OF THE MISSION 
WERE ALTERED. 


TO MY LIMITED UNDERSTANDING, THIS WAS DONE AT GUNPOINT. WE 
WERE TOLD TO CHOOSE BETWEEN BRAIN SURGERY AND DEATH. 


NONE OF US EXCEPT SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK, WHO, AS HE EXPLAINED TO 
MME OVER A VERY TALL, SLUOGY ORINK, 
SHOVED A PIECE OF’ HIS GRAIN INTO 
‘ONE OF HIS EVEBALLS TO SMUGGLE 
IT PAST THE DOCTORS. 


NONE OF us 
REMEMBER THIS 


YOMING MISSION MEMORIES 
WERE NOT THE ONLY ALTERATIONS. price 
MANY THINGS WERE CHANGED IN 


‘OUR HEADS IN ORDER TO MORE 
COMPLETELY BURY CERTAIN SECRETS. 


SEVERAL DAYS AGO 
BETEY USED THAT 
INFORMATION TO. 

IDENTIFY WHICH OF 

MY MEMORIES WERE 

ARTIFICIAL. 


SEVERAL WEEKS AGO SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK USED THAT INFORMATION 
"TO “ELIMINATE THE DOCTOR 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
PROJECT AND. 
“DISPOSE” OF 
THE BODY, 


Ennesby gave me 
a shorter word to 
say all that, sir. 


"Assassineatedt’ 


ENNES@Y 
NEEDS To STOP 
INVENTING WORDS, 


REVENGE IS UNNECESSARY. 
WE HAVE BEEN WRONGED, 
BUT THE GUILTY HAVE 
BEEN PUNISHED. 


WE HAVEN'T MADE THINGS || THAT'S WHY ALL OF YOU || IT DOESN'T HURT, AND PETEY IS NOW 
RIGHT, THOUGH. NOT Yer, |] NOW NEED TO LET PETEY ‘OF 

EACH OF YOU STILL NEEDS |] OPERATE ON YOUR BRAINS, 

TO KNOW WHICH OF YOUR 

MEMORIES ARE OF 

ACTUAL EVENTS, 


T KNOW BRAIN SURGERY Ja | AN ENEMY HAS PLANTED STILL, IT'S A LOT TO. “JUST LIKE YOUR EMPLOYMENT. 
MAKES SOME OF YOU THINGS IN YOUR HEAD. Sk THATS HY THIS 


NERVOUS, 
A | votunraay. 


1 //}| Riou sat tose nanos 
1 a1so know How WY] | Ave So You CAN Trust 
IMPORTANT IT IS, YOURSELVES ANO EACH OTHER. 


NONE OF YOU LOOK ENTHUSIASTIC] eveRYBODY WHO GETS THE You did know you 
AROUIT MAMI YOUR BRANS PUT id ‘onoceDURE: CONE EARNS \ & ‘wera going to hava 
K TOOGTHER, aay A SIX-DAY COMBAT BONUS. fe to bribe them, didn’t 


Maat-braina 


behind mat , 
Sl STARING AT. 
‘CAN I GET MY CLARINET YI | THE BUDGET makes 
i LESSONS REMOVED? MRE A LITTLE STUPID. 


WISE OR NOT, DOCTOR, 
BRIGING THEM 1S THE 

ONLY WAY T CAN TRUST 
WHATS IN THEIR HEADS. 


T DON'T MEAN THE COMBAT 
BONUS. 1 MEAN LETTING THE 
SERGEANT PUBLICLY CONFESS 
TO A MURDER 


WAIT, THAT WAS MURDER? 
‘ARE YOU SURE THAT 


WAS WISE, CAPTAIN? 


USUALLY WHEN THE SERGEANT 
KILLS SOMEBODY WE JUST CHALK 
IT UP TO "COLLATERAL DAMAGE" 


CAPTAIN, 1’ NOT SAYING THAT KILLING JO] YOU TWO ARE 


OUR TORTURER WAS WRO} 


HEY! NO ARGUING MORALITY! 


NAPKIN COLOR, 
FN | op FORK SHAPE 


BESIDES, PETEY SAID THAT THE || ESPECIALLY SINCE THEY WANT US 
FOR MORE IMPORTANT THINGS 
THAN LETTING OUR PET 
MONSTER EAT THEIR 
PET MONSTER 


THE UNS. WON'T 8€ COMING 
AFTER US FOR IT NO MATTER 
HOW THE SERGEANT BOASTS, 


CORPORAL NICHOLSON, THIS WHAT OBJECTIVE? NICK, TE 
CUTSIDE THE OPERATING THEATER Silt cost You YouR 4s. fie RATS CONS Onl 
You Row rat wou? 


Nick, THERE'S ) 
NOTHING TO BE AN 
“AFRAID OF, 


SACRIFICES GOTTA 
BE MADE. FOR THE 
‘OBECTIVE, YOU KNOW? 


7 HAVENT HAD A GIRLFRIEND SINCE T 
WAS SIXTEEN. AT LEAST NOT UNTIL 
LAST MONTH, WHEN I MET LIZ 

‘AT MALL~ONE, 


IF THE UNS. MESSED AROUND IN MY BRAIN, NIGK.. THIS IS THE MOST THOUGHT TVE 
(MAYBE T AM OIFFERENT. AND MAYBE T's EVER SEEN YOU PUT INTO SOMETHING. 
GETTER THIS WAY. HAPPIER. 1 GAN SEE YOU'RE SERIOUS. 


BUT I'VE MET LOTS OF GIRLS. 15, 
LIZ THAT DIFFERENT FROM THEM? 
‘OR IS IT ME THAT'S DIFFERENT? 


Ne YOU'RE BEING REALLY 


SMART ABOUT THIS, 


‘AND IE I'M BETTER AND HAPPIER, ISN'T 
THAT OBJECTIVE WORTH SOME SACRIFICE? 


BUT 0O YOU REALLY BELIEVE THE 2 
UNS, MESSED WITH YOU IN ORDER SE NINE OF UT 
TO MAKE YOU A BETTER, HAPPIER 

PERSON? THEYRE NOT THAT 


CET NE hs 


CAPTAIN, NICK ISN'T GOING 
TO GO THROUGH WITH THE 
PROCEDURE. 


THE SHORT VERSION? 
HE HAS A GIRLFRIEND, 


WHAT IF WE FIND. 
HIM A TALLER 
GIRLFRIEND? 


NICK HAS LED ME 
TO UNDERSTAND THAT HE 
REALLY LIKES THIS ONE, SIR 


YOU WANTED IVE NEVER HAD TO DO THIS ) || DELIVERING THOSE 


TO SEE ME BEFORE, USUALLY PEOPLE NOTIFICATIONS IS 
CAPTAIN? LEAVE THE COMPANY Because )]| HARD, BUT AT LEAST 
THEYRE DEAD. 1 CAN USUALLY SAY 


= 
> 


“1 DID ALL I COULD” 


‘AND I CAN ALWAYS 
SAY “TiN SORRY" AND 
ACTUALLY MEAN IT. 


TURN IN YOUR UNIFORM AND ISSUED 
WEAPONS AND ARKOR TO CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER THURL. 


I'M GOING BACK 
TO MALL-ONE TO 
SEE LIZ, 


KEEP THE WEAPONS AND ONE SET OF 
ARMOR IF SOMEBODY DOES SHOOT 
‘AT YOU, SHOOT BACK. 


60 Hie A Nic, 
eet 4 
NOBODY SHOOTS AT YOU. V7) 


I done, Thanks For putting me}| I'm still attached (Ry 
nnasbu, Cie back a hou | oan oversized fe) 
and. 


iow, Those mamory YI | _ 
adits wora insidious. \ SS, Tallor's got a tux Fitted 
, 


For it, This way you'll actually 


So (war Formal attire to the wadding. 


Hey, Chef! | hear |] know, | know... it's ‘Still, maybe | couel )} | THAT WOULO BE 
toute making ‘cake’ || cone yer, andi cant’ | fick the beaters? 24 | A ITE WEIRD. 
have any before the 
wedaing anyway 


THERE GOES YOUR THAT'S NOT My 


} FLANK, GENERAL, FLANK, CAPTAIN. 


JO 


SERIOUSLY? 
THE ONLY WAY 
THATS BAIT IS IF 

YOU'RE WILLING TO. 


MAXIM 15: ONLY 


MAXIM ZO, CAPTAIN, “IF YOU'RE NOT WILLING YOU Cant FReENT 
ea 
POTION, YOURE No J] CFRIENOLY Fite 
LENG TO Win 


Yes. BUT YOUR 
INSTAKE LAY IN 
ASSUMING 1 WANTED, 
TO PREVENT IT. 


WARGAMES ARE LIKE THAT. WHEN 
YOU THINK YOU'RE WINNING, IT 
MEANS YOU'RE ABOUT TO LOSE. 


NICE APHORISM, BUT THAT 

CAN'T HOLD UP IN ALL CASES. 

CERTAINLY YOU THOUGHT YOu 
WERE WINNING. 


I DID. AND SURE ENOUGH, 
YOU WERE ABOUT TO LOSE, 


I THOUGHT 1 HAD 
You For ‘suige THat J 
TIME, GENERAL 


LO. HAVE YOU HAD THAT FLANK DEAD TO RIGHTS. SURE, 1 RIGHT UP UNTIL YOU LOST, 
SR SHOU He TOLD YOu IT WAS BAIT ONCE THE SHELLS STARTED YES. YOU REALLY SHOULD 
FALLNG, BUT THAT WAS JUST SMACK TALK HAVE SEEN THAT CORING, 


ne) 


Ey 
PON VOURSELE, WERE THAT ACTUALLY WAS A FLANK j 
| am cue Sa oe . 
oy, Guiana | IAN ct ance ant toa |) yee 
et etP ene | TT WENT OUT THE AB OCK AFTER 1 FOOLISHLY (PMA 


IF YOU MADE A MISTAKE, IT 
Was THAT YOU BELIEVED 

LOVED THOSE LITTLE, HAND- 
PAINTED PIKE GNOMES TOO. 
MUCH TO SHELL THEM, 


in. al 


AND, WELL... DID LOVE 
‘em. ‘IT WOULD HAVE BEEN 
IMWORAL TO SACRIFICE 
THEM LIKE THAT IF T 
DIDNT. 


JF YOU HATE SOMEBODY, 
USING THEM TO BAIT A TRAP 
MIGHT AS WELL BE MURDER. 


IF THERE HAS TO 


BE A SACRIFICE, AND 
BETTER BE SOMEBODY YOU LIKE. 


=| hp 
IT CAN'T BE YOU, IT HAD = 


0 YOU HAVE MANY 


GENERAL? a 


YOUR SECRET IS TY'S DANGEROUS, GIRL. WE 
SAFE WITH ME. DON'T NEED SIGHTSEERS. 
EVERYBODY WHO COMES 
ALONG HAS TO 86 ABLE TO 
CARRY THEIR OWN... Ui 


50. 15 IT OKAY 
PyRRHIC VICTORY, 
@uT DON'T TELL CAPTAIN || SOmegooY cise 
NOREYASN I SAID THAT. L i 


CAPTAIN TAGON, IS YOUR | | GAVCORPS DOESN'T NEED WE'RE MERCENARIES. IT'S TYPICALLY OUR’ 
CONPANY AVAILABLE || ANYBODY SHAKEN DOWN, CLIENTS WHO GET SHAKEN DOWN. 


PETEY'S SHIPWRIGHTS ARE ALMOST DONE WITH THE 
REFIT ON THE TOUCH-AND-GO. WE'LL BE LOOKING YOU MIGHT WANT TO 
FOR A GOOD SHAKEDOWN CRUISE IN A FEW DAYS, WORK ON THAT SALES PITCH. 


WHAT'S THE JOB, J] 
AMBASSADOR? 


SECURITY. WE 

FOUND SOMETHING 
INTERESTING. IT'S PROBABLY 
VALUABLE. WE WANT TO KEEP IT. 


THE SIMPLEST APPROACH IS || IT'S A PLANET, 
TO SECURE YOUR PROBABLY- CAPTAIN, 
VALUABLE, MYSTERIOUS THING 

ABOARD THE TOUCH 

‘AND-60. oe. x 


Lats 


AS 


WHY CAN'T MY CLIENTS BE HAPPY 
WITH THE SIMPLE SOLUTIONS? 


‘PARNASSUS DOM, 
IN THE POSADH This event is huge! The number of things that 
DEAN ASSEMBLY can go wrong is @ combinatorial Function. 


bs 


BS) S | don't think Pete 


allows combinatorials 
‘at these Functions. 


The snooty bartender 
won't do depth charges, 


Trs Murphy's Law oF Weddings, Sergeant. “= The Food, the music, the fighting, the LI Even discounting anomy action, this 
“Anything that can go wrong will go clothing, the guests... placa is a giant Murphy bomb, and 
trang 3 clasa to tho nuptials 4 - P ira at ground zero. 
as possiblo.” fi. 


The karmic dabF wa're accruing 


PGR G88) Um troubleshooting on the Fly. 
but they have been addressed. 


went wrong. 


Well, we're in a 
Flying city so that's 
somebody else's problem. 


i Karmic 
“ATTEMPTED WEDDING RUINATEON IN PROGRESS. pean junc nares 


Sergeant, what do you T had hoped you wouldn't lalay T should have considorod 
think: you're doing? jot him falls you into an ablative layor oF 
fA [scattering discard, er cn 


Notwithstanding 
Hope's otemal springing, 
T propared a spare coho. 


T know Potoy. IF ha made hwo, 


IF I'd known they weren't 
ho made more than tuo. 


going to do it T'd have just 
blurted something aut, but 
no... they gat ta the and of 
the ceremony perfectly, no 
interruptions. 


Se 
Bait... Caras? 
tural? 


© 


Fictually, I mada 
lave in Case you 
managed to do something 
genuinely unpradictabla. 


‘saw me coming, but he 
tipped his hand too early. 


‘Sorry, Ennesby. We tried. Then again, the right Riaaugh! This song 
I's a perfect wedding, complaint at the right time } is sucking my will 
night Foster discontant. fo live! 


i —~ @r a= 
iS) Tp 
Even the music Additional people will 
is perfect. Catchy, with chime in, the movement 


‘a great dance boat. will gain’ momentum... 


It's not a porkect wedding! 
Uou said it earlior — tho 

stuffy bartender isn’t lolting 
anybody have mixed drinks. 


HONORED GUESTS, THE BRIDE 
AND GROOM HAVE RETIRED” 
TO GLEASON TOWER pom 


THE FULL MIXOLOGICAL MENU 
IS NOW AVAILABLE AT THE BAR, 


=" 5 [WAN Z 
Making the Sergeant that happy probably 
means paying dawn some karmic debt right away. ) 


Aren't you supposed to be on 
your honeymoon or something? 


yn 
Cte 
» Geese 


| had this horrible dream 


about Nick tell 


me he 
having 


And it wasn't Fair, 
because Para, Aardy, 
and Chisuo., ail the 
ew quys... they clit’ 
surgery at all 


You're looking at me like that wasn't a 
cream, and might be the reason | was drunk 
For Four days. 
TM NOT ANSWERING UNTIL oa 
YOU PROMISE ME YOU'RE 
‘DONE BEING DRUNK, 


Done for 


how long? 


PLANETOID AT THE FAR ENO 
OF THE CARINA-CYGNUS ARI, 


THE SERGEANT 1S FIT FOR 
DUTY AND THEN T CAN GET ON 
WITH MY OAY. 


deploying to Fight some 
iareting plareSota wth 


Cus 


So... Cyanus Arms: 
. Plasguns? Projectiles? 
Tam sober and ready For action. What do they make? 


This isn’t the docks. | 
though you said we 
were going to the 
Touch-And-Go. 


WE'RE BOARDING VIA |] FoR IT TO WORK SAFELY, 
COMMANDER ANDREYASN'S NEW |] THOUGH, YOU HAVE TO 
*BEACH-HEAD" CAGE} GE RAPID. YOU SHOULD 
HIT THE APERTURE AS 
FAST AS YOU POSSIBLY. 


IT'S AN OPEN-FRONT 
TERAPORT CAGE DESIGNED 
FOR RAPID DEPLOYMENT AND EVAC. 


MOSTLY BECAUSE YOU RECOVER FROM 
DISMEMBERMENT BETTER THAN 
‘ANYBODY ELSE ON PAYROLL. 


What do you mean 


| r2008 sraeme peck asonno |) Thar Tt pol ve workss’ | thoushe 
THE MERCENARY WARSHIP works! JJ" everybosly was 
TOUCH-AND-' (a > boarding this 


7d 
next paycheck 
acl better verloed tha 


DEPARTING PARNASSUS DOM. ( \r UNS INF EEE “INT, DEEP BENEATH PINT, EE? BENEATH THE EUROPA. NICE 


‘UST =—— DATA-DUMN FROM OUR 
AGENT INDICATES THEY'VE 
A607 SOME NeW 


THE BEACH-HEAD CAGE 
WORKS PERFECTLY, WE HAVE 
‘ANEW SECRET WEAPON, 


HOW LONG 00 
YOU THINK ITLL 
REMAIN SECRET? 


ELAPSED TIME: 45.62 SECONDS. 


1 ‘THEY NEED ONE. 


ER? a TeeaporTiarce ar WM TOUCH-AND-GO WILL BE ABOVE US USING THE || THE GAVS DION'T ASK FOR A 
Bf ONE 50,000-LIGHT-YEAR TERAPORT LATER, AT VERY DANGEROUS ARRAY TO MAINTAIN A SECURE || POLICE FORCE, BUT THAT'S 
THE QUTER END OF THE CARINA-CYENUS ARM. ” PERIMETER THIS IS THE EASY PART. || BECAUSE THEY DON'T THINK 


THE HARO PART WILL 
EON THE GROUND, INSIDE THE BASE 

RON THE OTHER SIDE OF THAT LOCK. THAT'S 
WHERE MOST OF US WILL BE STATIONED. 


THEY'RE ALL ALIKE! WHY WOULD 
ANY OF THEM BETRAY THE 
OTHERS, OR STEAL, OR 
PICK A FIGHT? 


il, 
f 


AND THAT'S WHAT MAKES YOUR JOB SO DIFFICULT. 
TF THERE IS SOME SORT OF A PROBLEM DOWN. 
HERE THE PERPETRATOR IS GOING TO LOOK 
EXACTLY LIKE EVERYONE ELSE. 


WATCH, LISTEN, AND DONT LET 


YOURSELF GET FREAKED OUT BY THE 
‘SEA OF IDENTICAL FACES, 


‘Maybe that was the. 
wrong question? 


CAPTAIN TAGON, I'M SECURITY ‘AH, CAPTAIN. YOU Tt ASA DIDN'T PUT YOU UP TO THIS, OID SHE? 
Cee AEE Shere Ee Gaston posisty PRS le iO wnat scxA ve 
oan er RSET Ma aa i no Bu 
GREET YOU IMMEDIATELY. ‘GUS, THEN... WHERE ‘HAPPY I AM TO. THROUGH THE CAN, 
ee ae 0 Ea 
ee 


YOU KNOW WHAT WOULD MAKE ME 


HA@PY? AN ANSWER TO THAT GUESTION. 
[==( ait! 1 couLo Kiss YOU RIGHT NOW! 


CAPTAIN, WE'RE ALL GAVS HERE. THE GAVCORPS 
DIVERSITY ENGINEERING INSTITUTE HAS MADE 
SOME GREAT STRIDES RECENTLY, 


WE'RE NOT JUST PHYSICALLY OR 
GENETICALLY DIFFERENT. OUR MINDS AND 

MEMORIES ARE NEW! T'VE GOT THE TRAINING OF A 
VETERAN POLICE CHIEF WITH A COMBAT BACKGROUND, 


IT KNOW KUNG-FU! 


‘GUT WHEN I CAME OUT OF THE CAN I DION'T 
ACTUALLY SAY “I KNOW KUNG-FUC 


WE CALL THIS WORLD O1SR), 
‘TT MEANS "OYSTER" IN AN 
ANCIENT EARTH LANGUAGE, 


INTERESTING, WHAT MAKES DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT 


YOU THINK THERE'S A THAT MEANS? 
PEARL IN THE MIDOLE 
OF THIS ONE? 


sal Is THE SIZE 
OF EARTH'S MOON, BUT 

TT HAS ROUGHLY 12. TIMES 
THE MASS OF EARTH. 


TT MEANS I HOPE THERE ISN'T A BLACK HOLE 
DOWN THERE, BECAUSE YOUR SCIENTISTS WILL. 
PROBABLY DIG IT UP AND THEN IT WILL EAT US, 


LIEUTENANT VENTURA! 
FIRE UP FABBER TWO, 


‘I WANT ANOTHER TEN THOUSAND 


\ The U.0A, has been deployed. Ve OER TEN a 


T now have 10,000 eyes 
doing target identification, 
resolution, and 


{| 480480 THE TOUeH-AND-60_ 


ye 8 


9 


“WORE” KEEPS BEING “BETTER” FOR THE VERY DANGEROUS 
ARRAY. TID LIKE TO SEE HOW LONG THAT KEEPS UP, 


THAT SOUNDS 
LUXURIOUS. 


Tt is, Commander. Ennasby told ma 
about the original 100-node UA. “Two orders of 
magnitude” does not suffice ta describe the improvement. 


Clover. You're using my tergat acquisition 
systam to identify the point of diminishing returns. 


HELLO, CAPTAIN, HOW ARE THE GAVS HAVE BEEN 

THINGS ON THE GROUNDZ}| REMAKING THEMSELVES, 
DIFFERENT SHAPES, SIZES, 
SEXES... DIFFERENT KINDS 
(OF SCIENTISTS... THEY EVEN 
HAVE A SOLDIER OR TWO. 


Tf CONFUSED, AND. 
A LITTLE CONCERNED. 


YOU KNOW GAVS BETTER THAN 
100. IF THEY CAN BUIL 
SOLDIERS, WHY DID THEY 
REQUEST WE PROVIDE A 
SECURITY PRESENCE ON 

THE GROUND? 


COLLATERAL. THEY DON'T WANT US 
GETRAYING THEM FROM ORBIT. 


SO ITS THE USUAL LEVEL OF DISTRUST 
FROM OUR EMPLOYER GOOD. TL 
RELAX, AND MAYBE CLEAN MY PISTOL. 


SSTC has re-routed our TLL GO BREAK THE 
BAD NEWS TO OUR 
approach, Ganaral. is 10 ou 


We wan't reach Earth-local 
raffic For another six days. 
We'll arrive at Mall-One about 

half @ day after that. 


NO. IVE DELWERED woRSe| “wauld-yau-lika-ma-to-halp-plan- 
NEWS THAN THIS BEFORE. | tho-Funaral” tone For everything. 


FOUR MINUTES LATER 


‘COOL! CAN WE TALK 
DURING THE SHOW? 


WELL DONE, TAGIL, $0... WHERE 20 YOu ) 
THINK OISRI'S CREATORS WANT US TO. 
BELIEVE THAT SHE ORIGINATED? 


Once you Factor in the artifice 
required to Fashion something the 
size of a planot, clues like currant 


‘BACK AT THE LONG END OF THE CARINA- 
CYGNUS ABM, PATROLLINE AROUND OLSRE 


x volacity and surface spectra can 
TAG, WHERE 00 YOU =~ i 
TAGE, uMeRe 00 vou A be expected to mistaad. 


ORIGINATED? 


T think boing stuck 
up hore instead of down there 
working on the puzzle is killing you. 


‘since she’s obviusly not natural. 


GamTAIN, TD LiKE TO | TTS A Bis SCIENCE pRogécT, Sie I 
JOIN THE GROUND 4 CAN aoe i 


WHERE DID 950 
HILLION GAVS COME 
FROM? YOUR SCIENCE 
PROJECT. THE DESTRUCTION | SIR, IN ALL OF THOSE CASES 
OF THE TUNGUSKA2 AGAIN, SOMEBODY ELSE MADE 
YOUR SCIENCE PROTECT || CRITICAL MISTAKES, NOT ME. 


TAGII, IT SOUNDED TO ME LIKE THE EXCELLENT. 
CAPTAIN SAID IT WOULD BE OKAY FOR 

ME TO WORK ON THIS PUZZLE UP 

HERE, BY MYSELF, 4 


His orders could be 
interprated that way, yas. 


I’ GOING TO NEED. 
‘AN ASSISTANT, 


Your interpretation is pushing 
the linguistic envelapa a lita. 


EBBIRNOTH, TAKE PLATOON THO, 
WALK THE FACILITY, AND FIGURE 
OUT IF THIS MAP IS CORRECT. 


SHODAN, I WANT A DUTY ROSTER 
BY I600. THREE PLATOONS, THREE 
SHIFTS, REST, EXERCISE, PATROLS, 


PIBALD... GO WITH 
ERBIRNOTH, AND PRETEND 
YOURE SCOUTING FOR 
THE ENEMY. BY 2100 T 
WANT THREE SCENARIOS 
WHERE WE LOSE THE BASE 
‘AND THE PLANET, 


IF YOU LEAVE Our 

BARRACKS WITH ANYTHING MORE 

ENERGETIC THAN’ A COMPUTER, T'LL PUT 
YOU BACK IN ORBIT THE FAST WAY. 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK, TAKE 
SQUAD A AND WAP THE 
ADMIN WING, 


SERGEANT THOMAS, 
MAP THE REC DECK 
WITH SQUAD 8. 


CORPORAL CHISULO, 
YOU AND I WILL TAKE 
SQUAD C, AND maP 

‘OUT ENGINEERING, 


THEY KEEP THE BROADEST 
CORRIDORS AND HIGHEST 
CEILINGS. 


TM, JUST VERY, VERY, 
VERY BIG-BONED. 


WHOA! D.6.1, HAS AN ELEPHANT I'M NOT A GAY. NAME'S CHISULO, 
MOD NOW! HOW COOL 15 THATE TM PART OF THE CONTRACT 
SECURITY TEAM. JUST DOING 

‘A QUICK SWEEP. 


‘OH, WELL, THERE GOES 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 


EASY, CHISULO. T’M SURE HE KNOWS 
VARIETY 5 THE SPICE OF LIFE 
sel 


TT SEASONS BONE 
PASTE PRETTY WELL, TOO. 


MERCENARIES! NOBODY SAID. 
THERE'D BE MERCENARIES HERE 


KISH, THEY ARE SECURITY || | YOU'RE GOING WITH THAT LINE? SERIOUSLY 
CONTRACTORS. GUS, DID YOUR PASS THROUGH THE CAN 
TURN YOU INTO A TOTAL TOOL? 


OFSRE DI6 BASE, 


THAT DOESN'T CHANGE WHAT THEY ARE. WE ALL 
KNOW TAGON RUNS A MERCENARY COMPANY! 


HAVE YOU ACTUALLY SEEN ANY GUNS? 
THE CONTRACT STATES THAT THEY ARE 
NOT TO CARRY IN PUBLIC SPACES 
WITHOUT PRESSING NEED. 


Tt NOT AFRAID OF 
MILITARY TYPES, IF THATS 


WHAT YOU MEAN. BESIDES, I KNOW 
WHAT CAPTAIN TAGON AND HIS 
COMPANY HAVE BEEN HIRED TO DO. 


THANKS TO YOU OUR HALLS ARE NOW 


BEING PATROLLED BY MONSTERS WITH GUNS! 


RIGHT NOW THEY'RE EXPLORING 
(OUR BASE AND LOOKING FOR WAYS 
TO BETTER DEFEND US ALL. 


LIKE SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
OVER THERE. 


HE'S A CARBOSILICATE 
AMORPH WITH UNIQUE SENSORY 
ABILITIES, WHOSE UNPARALLELED FLEXIBILITY 
LETS Hid EXPLORE ANGLES OF ATTACK WE I'D BETTER CHECK THAT 
IMGHT NEVER HAVE OTHERWISE CONSIDERED. “PRESSING NEEO" CLAUSE. 


HERE'S THE = SY THANK YOU, 
FIRST DRAFT OF 


FORGIVE ME FOR 
COMMENTING, SIR, 
BUT YOU SEEM 


1 HAVEN'T HEARO 
ANY SCREAMING YET, AND 
17'S BEEN OVER AN HOUR 


Captain, Security Chior 
Chavre wants you in tha 
admin wing, ASAD. 

Hig was vary loud. 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK HERE SEEMS TO BE LITTLE MORE 
THAN AN AMBULATORY WEAPON DEPOT, 


‘== 


% 


CHIEF, WITH YOUR PERMISSION, T'LL HAVE 
THE SERGEANT TRANSPORT ALL OF THIS 
MATERIEL BACK TO OUR BARRACKS, 


SERGEANT, PUT IT ALL 
BACK INTO YOUR 


NOW, WHAT WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO 
aiscuss? 


THAT 
HORRIBLE 
MAW 


CAPTAIN TAGON JUST SCRAMBLED US p= SO... WHAT DID He thought IF I HAD TO GUESS, 10 SAY HE IS NOT 


SON A kes f Ey Phino'os 9a sere Aeon oF 
FO BOE) ( 0 were tN Betis Co NEDO 
jing us For? 
Paying Really? That 
sounds like what 


‘Our employer was 
having an argument about 
whether we were carrying guns. 


THE "PRESSING NEED" CLAUSE MEANS YOUR 

PEOPLE 00 NOT WALK THESE HALLS 

ARMED WHEN NOTHING OFFERED TO PAY US'FIVE TIMES 

HAS EVEN HAPPENED. BUT SOMETHING ‘OUR REGULAR RATE, 
HAS HAPPENED, GUS. 


Eee A 


\ 3 


WHAT HAPPENED WAS YOU HIRED US 
TO PROVIDE SECURITY, AND YOU 


‘MY TROOPS AND I HAVE A “PRESSING NEGO" 
TO SURVIVE TO SPEND THAT MONEY. 


V/ ) ITE SCEN/ 
‘arserore Base |{ LIEUTENANT PIBALD! GIVE ME YOUR FAVORITE SCENARIO 


SEE, I’ A LITTLE CRAZY, AND MY 
FAVORITE SCENARIO IS, 
REALLY EXPENSIVE. 


THE DOCTOR BRIEFS 
ME WEEKLY REGARDING 
EXACTLY HOW CRAZY YOU 
‘ARE. I WANT YOUR FAVORITE. 


SHUGGLED NANO-ASSEMGLERS. J a] ONCE YOU'VE SUFFICIENTLY INEILTRATED THE BASE, 
The SSeneLc ENKCHP TO FORM Rigor We 
czy Size Or eat. Sheed Te AE UIT OxTee 


PREIUDICE. IF THINGS GO SOUTH, THE ‘BOTS 


\COETONATE TO DENY THE BASE TO OTHERS. 
a 


SUBORN GAVCORPS SUPPLY CHAIN 
SOMEWHERE, AND SMUGGLE MILSPEC 
'NANO-ASSEMBLERS INTO THE BASE. 


UT THE PLAN 15 ABSURD. SUBORNING 
ANYBODY IN GAVCORPS WOULD BE 
TERRIBLY EXPENSIVE, AND NO MILITARY 
WILL ADMIT TO HAVING GENOCIDAL 

NANOTECH ON HAND. 


THANK YOU. KBWN/ 
HOW MUCH IS OISRI WORTH? 


SIR, YOU EXPRESSLY FORBADE 
ME FROM COLLABORATING 
TO DETERMINE WHAT 

‘O'S IS. HOW CAN 

T POSSIBLY PUT A 


‘STOP PLAYING INNOCENT, YOU'RE 
BORED ON PATROL WITH A PUZZLE 
RIGHT IN FRONT OF YOU, ALSO, 1 
GAVE YOU AN ORDER WITH 
LOOPHOLES IN IT. 


NOW TELL Me, 
HOW MUCH WOULD AN 
UNSCRUPULOUS GOVERNMENT 
INVEST TO PERMANENTLY SECURE 
‘OISRI FOR THEMSELVES? 


‘A FLEET, MAYBE TWO. MAYBE 
HALE EARTH'S ANNUAL GOP. 
IF THEY HAD FIRM DATA. 


[i an enemy guocer THAT 
BIG, SIR, TIO HAVE 10 BE 
‘CRAZY TO WORK ON 

YOUR SIDE. 


THEN 11'S A GOOD 
THING YOU'RE NOT ON YOuR 
MMEOS THIS WEEK, LIEUTENANT. 


{SO WE AGREE THAT THE BEST WAY FOR THE ENEMY TO TAKE 
‘ORI DIG BASE INTACT IS FOR THEM TO SPEND A 
HUGE FORTUNE AND SMUGGLE A FORCE IN, 


‘SIR, WHO EXACTLY ARE YOU 
RECAPPING FOR? p 


CABTAIN TAGON, PLEASE COME 
‘BACK TO MY OFFICE IN THE 
ADHIN WING. WE MAY NEED TO 
‘RENEGOTIATE YOUR TERMS. 


p 


‘Ou RESIDENT 
AD SCIENTIST SANE 
THAT THE INVESTHENT OF TNA Hii 
F PN cOntuNe uOuLD PRosAaLy ay OFF 


‘TF THESE WALLS 
DON'T HAVE EARS 
TILL EAT YOUR PILLS. 


OHHH... PARANOIA THAT PAYS 
‘OFF ON’ CUE GIVES ME CHILLS. 


TAILOR! POP IY LOCKER 
‘AND 


(1M NOT EXPECTING ANY TROUBLE AT ALL, WHICH 
. MAKES THIS AN IDEAL TIME FOR OUR 
- HYPOTHETICAL ENEMY TO 00 


HORRIBLE THINGS, 


| 


5 SulT evenyeooy 
Expecting ELSE UP TOO. SHODAN, 
trouble, sir? | peep FORA HOT EvAC. 


OID YOU WALK THE HALLS LIKE THAT? LIKE 
DIRTY HARRY, ALL *MAKE MY DAY" WITH A 
PP SWINGING AT ARMS LENGTH? 


‘1 DON'T KNOW WHAT A DIRTY HARRY IS, BUT 
WALKING YOUR HALLS IN FULL KIT BID 
‘OF MAKE MY DAY. 


> a 4 


T'm sorry, Sergeant. I don’t have Hmph. You dlicin't If Those were mostly 
armor For you. Your physiology nave any protien problems of scale. 
poses some non-trivial design |  amoring Chis. 
probloms. POET 
P iny cars BEHIND) & 
} @ = HY HEAD. 
"4 


THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH- Ti 
AND-60, ON APPROACH TO OISRE. 


7 CHIEF CHEVRE, COMMANDER 
ANDREYASN HERE... T HAVE AN 
UNUSUAL REQUEST. 


you aus 

SEEM TO BE MADE 
‘OUT OF THOSE. WHAT OO 
‘YOU NEED, COMMANDER? 


MATTER. WE'VE BEEN FABBING A 
DEFENSE NETWORK TO SECURE THE 
SPACE AROUND OISRl, AND WE NEED 
MORE RAW MATERIALS. 


NO, WE'VE GOT A FULL ae YOU KNOW, THAT BIG 
FAGBERY, ANY MATERIAL WILL i MOUNTAIN OF LEFTOVERS 
00, AS LONG AS WE ey THAT CAME OUT OF THAT 


HOLE OF YOURS? 


HY POINT. RIGHT. 


J’ SORT OF ADINIRING 
YOUR TAILS. 


) THANK YOU, I KNOW 
WHAT TAILS ARE, COMMANDER 


TLL CHECK WITH THE DIG TEAM AND SEC 


IT'S OVERBURDEN, 
NOT TAILINGS, 175 JUST 
THE STUFF SETWEEN US 

AND WHATEVER LIES AT THE 

BOTIOM OF THE HOLE. 


I DON'T KNOW. LIKE I SAID, 
TILL RAVE TO CHECK’ 


NOW 1 REALLY waNT IT. 
y ALSO, I WANT A BILLION 

‘ARCHEOLOGY GRADS WITH TEENY- 
TINY BRUSHES AND NUMBERED BAGS, 


Status report From Captain Tagon. Our contract Ji]] He PLAYED THAT PRETTY WELL, 
nos boon amondad fa allau fa ground Fear BUT ITS STILL GOING TO MAKE YOU LOOK UNHAPPY. 
Unhappy is 


SOME FOLKS UNHAPPY, 


fo woar Full battle dross ab all Himes. 
just_another word 


SARGE, I SAW WHAT YOU SHOVED IN YOUR MOUTH Because | can still taste the cold, 
BEFORE THIS PATROL, YOU CAN'T REALLY BE sterile Floor with my butt. 
NAKED WITH A PERSONAL 
"ARSENAL LIKE THAT. " ] 
4 


WOW, I GUESS 1 DIDN'T 
SEE EVERYTHING YOU 
SHOVED IN’ YOUR MOUTH. 


w RESONANCE IMAGING, SPECTROGRAPHY, AND A MECHANICAL | so we CAN |_FAIR'S FAIR, THEY'VE GIVEN US 
SIFT BEFORE GOING INTO THE SLINGER WE KNOW GWE THE 
EVERYTHING THERE 15 TO KNOW ABOUT THE OVEREURDEN. TOUGHS THE 
WHOLE PILE? 


COMMANDER, THE RESEARCH YOU CAN HAVE THE WHOLE || IN THAT CASE WE SHOULD 
‘TEAM SIFTS THE OVERBURDEN PILE, JUST BE CAREFUL NOT || PROBABLY MOVE IT. WILL || SHIP WEAPONS AS EXCAVATIC 
BEFORE PACKAGING IT FOR TO kNOCK ANY OF IT BACK |] A COUPLE OF HOURS OF | | TOOLS? 
- GOWN IN THE HOLE. |} "HEAW GRAW-GUNNING 
BE TOO OISRUPTIVE? 


THE SLINGER, 


7 _.NO SHAKE DOWN 
— ceuise 1s COMPLETE 


WITHOUT AN ECOLOGICALLY 
IRRESPONSIBLE WEAPON TEST. 


KEEP THE FOCUS TIGHT. WE 
CAN'T AFFORD COLLATERAL 
DAMAGE, TAGII 


Bloase, Commander. 
This is what T do. 


REALLY? I THINK 
USED YOUR GRA 


FF 


dozen lifetimes: 


ees 


True, but T've spent mare CPU cycles than you'll have in a 


jagining these perfect, dalicious moments. 


BRILLIANT WORK, INTERESTING, YOU AND I CAN 
LOOK INTO THAT AS SOON 

‘AS I FIELD THIS CALL. TAGON 
LOOKS ANGRY AND 
CONFUSED. AGAIN. 


Commander, the Falling rock has 
afforded ma an opportunity to 
fake some soundings. 


Disri’s lithosphere is 
inging like a bell, but everything 
7 balou about sixty-hua hundred motors is @ 
(Complotaly reflective, non-propagatary mystory. 


filso, the mast distant 
nodes of the UDA. are reporting 
‘odd statian-heoping requiramants. 


KEVIN, THERE'S SOMETHING THE SUIT TELLS ME 1’ ONLY PULLING ‘DOUBLE-CHECK MY SUITS, 
WRONG WITH MY HANDBPAIN, ABOUT POINT-NINE~THREE, SO Tim PRETTY I] MEASUREMENTS, KEN, 
SURE GUS DIDN'T Give ME'THE GRAMTY AND J] THIS IS KINO OF 


SURE THING. HANG 
‘ON A MOMENT, 


THAT CALCULATION IS CORRECT. 
GUS SAID O'SRI HAS THE ASSUMING ‘A MASS OF EARTH TIMES ONE 
RASS OF ONE-POINT-TWO EARTHS, POINT-TWO INSIDE A RADIUS OF ONLY POINT 
BUT THIS THING INSISTS THAT MEANS TWO-SEVEN-FIVE EARTH'S, YOU SHOULD BE 
WE'D BE PULLING AROUND SIXTEEN GEES, PULLING SIXTEEN GEES'AND CHANGE, 


Tr is more important than you Ai that distance hor mass 


think, sirs. On a related note, I ) | appears to “jump” Fram paint 

oived tha mystory oF tha WAL) | eh-savan ta ona-point— 

stafion-hagping problems. io Earths. > 
A = y 


Bisri’s gravitational 

Field appears natural, 

but only to @ distance of thraa- 
point-threa-one million hilomatars. 


TABI! Less 
“MATH? MORE 
“IMPORTANT.” 


Uou appear to be standing on @ 
gravitational anomaly that is masking 
most oF its mass. 


TE you Find the button that turns 
it off, da not push that button. 


GUS! ONE-POINT-TWO EXACTLY. WELL, EXCEPT 
EARTHS! WE'RE ALL THAT WE CON'T THINK 
STANDING ON A 816, IT'S NECESSARILY A 
GRAVITY-POWERED 


WHY DION'T YOU SAY $07 THAT | WHEN I SAID “ONE-POINT-TWO TIMES 
SHOULD Have BEEN PART OF THE THE inaSs Or EARTH” WHAT DID YOU 


HONESTLY? 1 THOUGHT 
“BLAH BLAH NUMBERS His 
NECK IS TOO THICK FOR 
THEM TO BE IMPORTANT.” 


THIS... PLANET-THING? IT'S 
PROTECTING US FROM THE 


BUT YOU PEOPLE ARE STILL | YES. AND THE SCIENTISTS FEEL SAFER WITH 


AND ES, £ 

SAAT 

— ‘COMING, AND 
or vit 


00 YOU KNOW HOW IT'S, 


IRRELEVANT. Tm A | 1 CAN THROW BOULDERS 
meanune soory-rwe ||) Geeneieo waloo | Wir THE SaNe HANS 2 
tanoneo ucrens a.ow. ||| euppertastee NOU, 

RELAX, TVE BEEN 50 easeedt TAT 

SpeaktIne WalDos 


@F 


BY THATS ALL 
PROGRAMMED 
‘MEMORY, BINNIE, 


GUS, MY COMPANY AND I WILL DO EVERYTHING IN OUR a WERE YOU GOING TO FINISH THAT 
POWER TO PROTECT YOU FROM, ENEMY ACTION, BUT THIS SENTENCE WITH "YOURSELVES?" 


WA 


& 


THE ACCIDENT WAS AT THE 
BOTTOM OF THE HOLE, 

THE LIFTS ARE RIGHT THIs.. 
WHERE ARE YOU GOING? 


AIRLOCK. I HAVEN'T BEEN }| IT'S A SIX KILOM TLL Jump, 
‘OUTSIDE YET, ‘cuime, CAPTAI 
OU COMING? 
S Se f 
+ 


IETER 


| 
| 


GOING OUTDOORS, EVEN IN ARMOR? 
HE'S CRAZY. IF IT WERE ANY COLDER 
(OUT THERE WE'O HAVE TO 
RECALIBRATE ABSOLUTE 

ZERO. 


WEIRD, BECAUSE TAGON'S 
USUALLY PRETTY CAREFUL. 
NOT QUITE PARANOID, 
BUT STILL 


PARANOIA... \E THIS I SURE HOPE THE 
ACCIDENT 15 ENEMY ACTION, ENEMY DION'T THINK 
THEN A FOLLOW-UP ATTACK 

‘ON THE ELEVATOR COULD 
TAKE OUT THE SECURITY. 
TEAM SENT TO INVESTIGATE 


LARGEST ANNIE PLANT 
oF NEVER CREATED. 


“ADMIRAL MANYARA EMM'S SECURE BRIEFING ROOM ABOARD THE TT STILL HOLDS ORI tse 
UNS. BATTLEPLATE MOROKWENS, FIVE AU "SOUTH" OF EARTH. THE RECORD AS THE 


"IMPERFECTIONS 
IN THE EXTRUDED 
SUPERMOLECULE RESULTED 
IN CATASTROPHIC. FAILURE. 


IN 2821 THE TAUSENNIGAN KSSTHRATA 
‘COMPLETED CONSTRUCTION OF AN ANNIE PLANT WITH 
A THREE-HUNORED-AND-TWO KILOMETER DIAMETER 


BUT IN ITS FIFTEEN SECONDS OF GLORIOUS 
OPERATION SSTHRA'S FOLLY DEMONSTRATED, 
THAT THE ANNIE PLANT POWER CURVE 
HOLDS TRUE, BIGGER IS 

EXPONENTIALLY BETTER. 


AND NOW FOR THE 
POINT OF THIS 
HISTORY LESSON. 


‘OISRI APPEARS TO GE AN ANNIE PLANT OVER TEN TIMES 
THE DIAMETER OF SSTHRA'S FOLLY, AND CLOSE TO A 
THOUSAND TIMES THE DIAMETER OF THE LARGEST 
PLANTS WE CAN CONFIDENTLY BUILD 


UNLIKE SSTHRA'S FOLLY, OISR) IS OPERATIONAL, AND HAS 
BEEN SINCE BEFORE YOUR ANCESTORS LEFT THE TREES. 


SIMPLY PUT, THIS ARTIFACT, ROUGHLY THE SIZE OF LUNA, 1S A WEAPON THAT Jim 
COULD WIN_US ANY WAR CO YOU WANT TO TAKE THE GALACTIC CORE, 
ADMIRAL? IVE HE CIR, AND SHOW Me WHERE THE TRIGGER IS 


YOU TALK ABOUT IT AS IF IT'S JUST 
A BIG GUN, CAPTAIN GASCA, 


MAXIM 27, ADMIRAL: “ANY 
SUFFICIENTLY ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
IS INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM A BIG GUN" 


CHIEF HAS PROUDED. FOR US BY NOW. 
COLONEL KQUI 15 
‘TOO CAUTIOUS, 


MY RESEARCHERS HAVE DEVOURED AND PROCESSED DEHAANS WOULD HAVE 
EVERY SCRAP OF INFORMATION YOUR NEW INTELLIGENCE)}] “GIFT WRAPPED O1SRI 


BUT WE NEED MORE. 


MAYBE IF COLONEL DEHAANS HAD BEEN 
‘MORE CAUTIOUS HE WOULD 
BE LESS DEAD. 


ADMIRAL, I WISH THIS DID, THE SAFEST, FASTEST OPTION WOULD 
NOT HAVE TO TAKE SO A HAVE BEEN TO SIMPLY PURCHASE O'SRI 
TONG, BUT IT AUST. ‘OUTRIGHT FROM GAVCORPS. 


CLEARLY, THEY 

SAW OISRI'S WEAPON. 
POTENTIAL. WE OFFERED 
A VERY SUBSTANTIAL SU 
THEY WOULON'T 

SELL. 


THEY DID OFFER 
TO SELL THE INFORMATION 
THEY ACQUIRE, BUT WITHOUT 
ANY PROMISE OF EXCLUSIVITY, 


SO... IF WE WANT THE WEAPON 
AND SOLE OWNERSHIP OF ITS 
SECRETS, WE ARE GOING TO 
NEED TO BREAK A FEW EGGS, 


THROUGHONT OW) O16 GACY Gankaees UnLock Oe WELL TrieahSROORI! AND “OGRE 
we LANGE STATION ; Ty A CON TIETION OF 
ag EXECUTE, AND THE GOOD 

CAPTAIN GASCA UL Have Fs 


GIFT WRAPPED SUPERWEAPON, 


news arte 


THESE STATIONS ARE ALSO COMPILING CONCISE AND 
AND DISTRIBUTING AN ASSAULT PACKAGE PEJORATIVE. T' SURE 
(X_(( inv TEAM HAS TAKEN TO CALLING "REDHACK* YOU'RE PLEASED WITH YOURSELF. 


(QLSRI DI6 BASE, OUTSIDE. 


TAGI, I'M EVA, AND. 
HEADED INTO THE HOLE, 


I soo that, Captain. Do 
you hood holp oF 
same hind? 


KEEP CAMERAS 
ON ME. DON'T LeT 
ME OUT OF SIGHT. 


‘Simple enough. What 
‘am I looking For? 


‘T_JUST WANT RECORDINGS, THIS 
1S GOING TO LOOK AWESOME, 


OISREDI6 BASE, ELEVATOR EN ROUTE TO HOLE STATION IMO. TOOK A SHORTCUT pn 


Ti ON MY WAY 
DOWN NOW, CANITA, 
PLEASE HAVE SOMEBODY 
READY AT THE AIRLOCK, 


NOT THE 
ELEVATOR BAY, 
THE AIRLOCK. 


HELLO, CAPTAIN, 
WELCOME TO THE 
BOTTOM OF 


THANKS, T HEAR 
SOMEBODY'S DEAD? 


BALT BINION, WALOO 
OPERATOR, THE BODY 
1S THIS WAY. 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
MYSTERIOUS EQUIPMENT 
MALFUNCTION? 


AT LEAST THAT'S WHAT WE KINDLY 

CALL IT WHEN A MORON RIPS HIS OWN 

HEAD OFF TRYING TO DEMONSTRATE THAT 
HE CAN PICK HIS NOSE WITH A GIANT ROBOT, 


| STATION IMO LOOKS A LOT I) IT'S MOSTLY MACHINERY. WE'RE 
| slack PROM Ie OUISICE A THE BOTTOM OF THE HOLE| 17S TOO BAD BINNIE GOT HINSELE KULED. INO HAs 
| WHERE'S THE REST OF IT? yi ee Fe a ALMOST REACHED THE INTERESTING PART OF OISR). 


ACTUALLY, THIS YOU MEAN 


UGH, EP 
PaRT Is PRETTY ALL THESE LITLE 
INTERESTING, PIECES OF BINNIE? 


|| azser DIG BASE, SECURITY WING.. ‘OISRI 016 BASE, STATION IMO. 
| 206, We've GOT A DEAD Guy 
SHAMBLING AROUND GOWN 
HERE WITH NO HEAD. 


YOU MEAN LIKE A 
‘ZOMBIE? AN ACTUAL ZOMBIES 


I GUESS, OO T PUT Hi THE REST OF THE WAY DOWN, 
‘O€ GUST LET HIM KEEP BUNPING INTO THINGS? 
AN 
ea ON é 


SST OF THE WAY DOWN! 


REST OF THE WAY DOWN! 


NEED AN ESCORT 10. | SQUAD AI BUTTON, ELEVATOR IS AT THE BOTTOM, AND TAGON 
STATION IMO, ASAP.| | UP! WE'RE JUMPING RADE THAT JUMP LOOK 
S INTO THE HOLE? "AWESOME. 


| LIEUTENANT EBBIRNOTH, T ON Wi, BOSTOR, YOU'RE IN A HURRY, THE CLOSEST 


No apologies, no orders to stay. 
They know Chat without my own 
armor, | can't go outside andl play, 


‘GUS! GLAD you } ALSO, IN THIS JURISOICTION, IS IT 
4 “CESECRATING A CORDSES IF I Use 
SORE ENGENT SAY, OUCT TAPE, TO 


‘AT STATION IMO. 


\4 


YOU SHOULD CALL 
YOUR DOCTOR AND 

ty DocTOR 15 ]}/ Ask HER WHAT KIND OF 

‘ON THe way’ | 11 CRAZY BLOOD-NANNIES 
DOWN NOW, SHE GAVE YOU PEOPLE. 


STEVE, SOMEBODY JUST GIMME EXTERIOR CAMS. WE CAN 
GRABBED AN EMERGENCY PROBABLY FIGURE OUT WHO IT IS 
SUIT AND POPPED OUT BASED ON... UM... WOW. 


NO CAMERAS. 1 
THINK THEY PUT ON WHO HERE WEIGHS 250 KILOS 
THE SUIT WHILE IT was Jo] | AND WALKS LIKE AN INEBRIATED 


STILL IN THE CABINET. BAG OF BUNGEE CORDS? 


HOW CAN YOU TELL? YOU T WASN'T TALKING, I 
WERE TALKING THROUGH WAS COMPLAINING. 
THE WHOLE THING, 


WE PICKED AN ACTION MOME THIS 
TIME SO YOU WOULDN'T COMPLAIN. 


WELL, YOU SHOULDVE PICKED ONE: THE 66-150 CAN'T HAVE 


“THAT WASN'T STUPID. OID YOu Sez J | Of NOT THIS AGAIN. CUSTOM GRIPS AND 
SERGEANT HATCHETT'S PISTOLS? ‘A PALIN LOCK, 


LOOK, THE story 
REQUIRED HIM TO HAVE wiITE 
THAT'S JUST AN ENGINEERING GOLD PISTOL GRIPS. OTHERWISE 
PROBLEM: HATCHETT COULD HAVE HIS BULLETS WOULON'T HAVE HURT 
HAD HIS PISTOLS CUSTOM-MADE, THE GHOSTS. THEY EXPLAINED THAT. 


BUT THEY DIDN'T EXPLAIN HOW || SO.. YOU'LL LET THEM MAKE UP RULES 
HE GOT WHITE GOLD GRIPS ABOUT GHOSTS, BUT THEY CAN'T 
AND A PALI LOCK ONTO A (RAKE UP RULES’ ABOUT 

POLICE-ISSUE GG-130, CUSTOM PISTOLS? 


THEY CAN'T MAKE UP 
RULES ABOUT CUSTOM PISTOLS 
BECAUSE I ALREADY KNOW THOSE RULES. 


= 


YOU TWO ARGUE LIKE YOU'RE I CAN DO WITHOUT THE DIRTY 
Waealeo. Che A'est OF 12Ou8 Bore shone 
GET A ROOM, BS ~~ r 1S GOLDEN. 


‘ME AND KATHRYN WENT ON A DATE ONE TIME, T 
Co THOUGHT SHE WAS HOT FOR THE CAPTAIN, 
BUT SHE WAS ACTUALLY A SPY. 


1 OON'T THINK 
THAT WAS NICK'S 
POINT, GENERAL. 


HANG HIS POINT. I WANT GRANOCHILOREN 
BEFORE THE KNEES 1’ CANDLING ‘EM 
‘ON ARE REPLACEMENTS. 


(OS a be 


$0 INSTEAD OF NAGGING YOUR SON ‘THIS IS A NEW TACTIC, 
ABOUT PRODUCING GRANDCHILDREN, I GUESS I DO BOTH. 
YOU NAG WOMEN WHO MIGHT OR MGHT, 

NOT BE REMOTELY INTERESTED IN HIM? 


FOR AS STUPID AS YOUR SELFISH ONA 
1s, TM SURPRISED YOU WERE ABLE TO. 
REPRODUCE AT ALL. 


THE BOY'S MOTHER USED 
TO SAY THE SAME THING. 


GAVCORPS DET. VESSEL 
By NOTTERE AGAIN. E 


HELLO, GUS! TO WHAT 

00 I OWE THE param 

PLEASURE? pea 
we 


CAPTAIN TAGON TAPED POINT A CAMERA AT IT. SHE 
TT TO THE PLUMBING, (ic WANTS TO SEE WHAT 
WHAT 00 We 00 NOW? ex HAPPENS NEXT. 


I BET MY 
DOCTOR 15 MORE USEFUL. 


THE TRANSMOGRIFIER 
IMADE HIM STUPID? 


MAYBE. FIVE MINUTES 
LATER HIS HEADLESS 
CORPSE STARTED STUMBLING 
AROUND THE STATION, 


MEDICAL WEIRDNESS: BALT 
BINION @IPPED HIS OWN 
HEAD OFF WITH A WALDO, 


WELCOME TO STATION I'M AN EXCAVATION ENGINEER, | { WE WERE IN A HURRY. BESIDES, 
IO. TM OANITA, BUT LATELY TM ALSO THE THAT JUMP WAS A LOT | I MEANWHILE, 5500 METERS UP 
2 GREETER AT THE AIRLOCK, OF FUN, | 
Bem Tris, Shur aut cart Aye 
Rega Not Fin. Not Aun at al 


20 YOU PEOPLE HAVE 
SOMETHING AGAINST OUR 
ELEVATORS? THEY'RE REALLY GUITE NICE. 


‘SAID CALCULATOR HAS HELPFULLY 
VOLUNTEERED THIS INFORMATION. 


‘SERGEANT SCHLOCK HAS POURED HIMSELF INTO AN EMERGENCY 
EXOSUET AND JUMPED INTO A 6200-METER-DEEP EXCAVATION. 

THIRTY-SIX-POINT-NINE, 
SECONDS AFTER JUMPING, 
THE SERGEANT WILL HIT 
STATION INOS ROOF AT 
TWELVE HUNDRED & TEN 
KILOMETERS PER HOUR. 


| THs EXOSUTTDOES PAVE 

| ANtCE CALCULATOR INT : 
I'm going to 

LOCAL ACCELERATIONTS NINEPOINT. || THES EXOSUTT Has eo ee 
cnccneraedereRsrensccn_| | noruzenr ssren | WA cx Me such & ol 


WAITH LIMITED SELF-AWARENESS, SHE 
WAS GIVEN SANITY, SAPIENCE, AND 
(GENDER IDENTITY BY LIEUTENANT 
PARA VENTURA.. 


TAGEE, THE ARTIFICTAL INTELLIGENCE PILOTING \f || ORTEINALLY CREATED BY COMMANDER i‘ 
THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-AND 60. “ANDREYASN TO BE A TACTICAL GENIUS 4 


That Fall could actually hill 
Sergeant Schlack, and thore is 
no time to brief anybody 
moatspace about the mattar. 


‘SERGEANT SCHLOCK HAS RATHER 
FOOLISHLY PLACED HIMSELF INA 
POTENTIALLY FATAL PREDICAMENT. 


THE NODE IN QUESTION 15 JUST 
SMART ENOUGH TO KNOW WHAT 
NEEDS TO BE DONE. 


‘HE IS ALSO JUST SMART 
ENOUGH TO KNOW WHAT 


NEEDS TO BE DONE. 


fasgun | 
hurt a little, ut | need 


IS in here with me. 


Clear the barrel, position it 
carter 2 ee 
issis coupling For 
imal thrust. 


uncer 
engage 


Pull the triager 
andl think happy 
thoughts... 


‘UNFORTUNATELY, TWO 
"SMART ENOUGHS" OFTEN 
MARE ONE “STUPID.” 


| need to work harder on 
Ghose happy thoughts. 


“SERGEANT SCHLOCK HAS BEEN FALLING FOR TWENTY- 
‘SEVEN-POINT-SEVEN SECONDS, AND 15 DROPPING AT. 
TWO-HUNDRED-AND-FIFTY-TWO METERS PER SECOND, 


THE BOTTOM OF THIS HOLE 
5 TWENTY-SEVEN HUNDRED 
METERS (AND JUST NINE 
SECONDS) AWAY. 


‘FORTUNATELY, HIS PLASGUN IS 
PROVIDING THIRTY-TWO METERS 
PER SECOND OF ACCELERATION. 


‘SUBTRACT LOCAL GRAVITY, 
‘AND HE'S BREAKING HIS FALL 
BY JUST OVER TWENTY-TWO 
METERS PER SECOND FOR 
EACH SECOND OF THRUST. 


TP HIS PLASGUN HAD ATMOSPHERE 
WITH WHICH TO RECHARGE, HE WOULD 
NOTNEED TO WORRY ABOUT IMPACT. 


eo 


The next plasgun we 
Fab For the sorgeant 
is going to have & 
beter Fuoling systam. 


Teraport authorization 
punched... dropping UDA 
nade 8,338 in For pick-up 


Somathing at tha bottom 
oF that hole inferForos, 
with toraparts a lot. 


Doctor Gunnigus, get back 
outside. Sergeant Schlock 
is in trouble, 


We might not hava to Fab 
that naw plasgun ator all 


I wish convenience 
could mara ofectivaly 
compensate Far tragedy. 


P That's just the 
‘picontar. Hurry, 
He's cooling 


(OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS DOCTOR EDWARD "BUNNI” BUNNIGUS HAS BECOME 
THE GALAXY'S FOREMOST EXPERT ON AMORPH TRAUMA TREATMENT. 


THREE O-CLOck 
1 HEARD THE IMPACT. HE HIGH. GOT TT. 


J NEED THERMAL BAGS, A HOT 
SPATULA, AND TWENTY KILOS OF 
‘OVALKWIK RIGHT NOW! 


BANG THE STATION LiKE A 
BENG FE GIRTON LKEA J rr was NOTA CAREER CHOICE TT WAS SIMPLY EXPEDIENT. 


TT WAS ALSO FAIRLY SIMPLE. 


| srerov ie, sxanarestaee 
Seow ores ace ors 
alle SOM DEE ME 1 CRT 


SO THEY DON'T Is 
ROW, RIGHT! MAKE 
THE FROZEN CHUNKS, 
SMALLER 


a) 
& 


1s THIS 


YEAH, 11" 


.. WAIT. 


6200 METERS "UPSTAIRS." 


LIEUTENANT PIBALD, PLEASE 
REPORT TO STATION IMO 
FOR EMERGENCY MUNITIONS | 
DISPOSAL. 


ISTING! THEY'RE 
TWISTING! DOC! 
IT'S STARTING! 


LOOK AT MONITOR SIX! WE'VE Gav? What did you 
GOT TENDRIL ACTIVITY BEHIND do to your... ungh, 
THE NEW EYES! hang of 


CONFIRMED! 1'm SEEING 
ENZYME PRODUCTION AND ION 
TRANSFER UP AND DOWN THE 
NEW FULLERENE MATRICES, HE'S 
DOING IT HIMSELE NOW, 


NOW LOOK AT MONITOR Six! 
THIS IS AMAZING! 


a> 
Ho 


ea 


A \ 
pa \ 


What happened to you Don't rememeer? J | PL THar’s wat 1 was AFRAID OF. I SUPPOSE WE COULD THROW 
YOU INTO A TUB OF IMITATION OVALKWIK AND 


Cast thing | remember was J LET YOU TRY TO RE-INDEX THE SCRAPS 
iecing mse gee crank p> e We Wie halt 13 We, 
ne) 


i 


Ciess 


‘The new cigs are nice, bub I mean, unless they're | YOU'RE GOING WITH THE RIGHT FERTILIZER, THE 
what's with the tree? Im tasty, and then fim TO WANT TO. NEXT TIME YOU LOSE AN EYE YOU 
horrible with houseplants. only Good with ‘em LEARN A NEW CAN PICK A NEW ONE. 


For a Few minutes. SKILL THEN, 


AFTER YOUR ACCIDENT YOUR DOCTOR CALLED 
PETEY, WHO THEN ASKED ME TO RUN TO GHANT- 
RHO TO PICK UP AN EYE TREE FOR YOU. 


WHEN 1 TOLD THE ANORDHS | Do you ambassador types ae 

THEY GOT All exciTeD, cave pSen® on shopping trips oFbent 
Me A BIG OISCOUNT, AND > 

SAID THE TREE 1S *HOBEES.” 


WE PREFER TO CALL IT A *COURIER 
SERVICE," EVEN IF TREES ARE A BIT 
BIG FOR THE DIPLOMATIC POUCH. 


HE'S NOT GETTING ANYTHING BACK. | | YOU COULON'T HAVE SAVED 
NOTHING WE SCRAPED UP WAS VIABLE, | MUCH OF HIM, BUT I KNEW 1 
I COULD SAVE ‘ALL OF YOU. 


yw 


NOW IF YOU'LL EXCUSE ME, I'M 
GOING TO GO CRY ABOUT IT 
UNTIL 1 BELIEVE, 


HAD TO PULL YOU BACK, I COULDN'T - = 
LET YOU KEEP DIGGING AROUND WITH 
LIVE GRENADES HIDING AMONG HIS... BITS. > 


Tagi? How That's pretty 
cool. A Vou should 


tong was | 
outs soo the video. 


Tt has bean six 
days since you 
lost your eyes. 


| Chink my Favorite 
wee while nae resem 
nrissile you sent got 
Blown UP. am 


The explosion was 
cortainly colorful, 


Also, it roves, Aig 
‘re only a little 
ena 


Petey is a LOT smart. 
He would have sent more 
than just the one missile. 


T may only be “a little bit 
smart,” but I'm not the one 
wha jumped inta a six- 
kilometer hole without a 
Blight suit. 


‘TT's NOT YOUR FAULT. THEY 

WERE ABOUT TO ROTATE ME 

‘AWAY FROM THE PARNASSUS 
DOM EMBASSY ANYWAY. 


You're still here, 
ambassador3 


TM HERE FOR THE 
by DURATION, IT 
WOULD SEEM. 


GAVCORPS WANTS 
‘A SBASELINER" HERE AS A 
LIAISON, WHEN 1 SHOWED UP 
WITH YOUR TREE, THEY 
INVITED ME TO ‘STAY. 


WAIT... I GUESS IT 1S YOUR 
FAULT. APOLOGY ACCEPTED. 


‘So, where is ‘here, 
exactty What's going on? 


‘OH, YEAR, YOUVE GOT], O'SRI IS A MILLIONS-OF-YEARS OLD ARTIFACT UNDER 
‘NO MEMORY OF THIS, % AROUND ‘SIK AND A’ HALE KLICKS OF DIRTY SNOWGALL. 
OKAY, LET'S SHARPEN {IT PROJECTS A POWERFUL GRAVITATIONAL MASK, 
MY BRIEFING SKILLS, J AND HAS BEEN DOING THIS FOR A 
VERY LONG TIME. 


IT'S WORTH A LOT OF MONEY. 
‘GAVCORPS HIRED THE TOUGHS TO 
PROTECT IT, AND THEM, WHILE THEY 


‘IK DAYS AGO A TECHNICIAN WAS KILLED IN 
‘A MECHANICAL ACCIDENT. YOUR OWN FATAL 
MMISADVENTURE WAS AN UNHAPPY DISTRACTION 
FROM THE INVESTIGATION INTO WHY HIS 
HEADLESS CORPSE WAS WALKING AROUND. 


FIGURE OUT WHAT EXACTLY IT IS 


THE'S STILL WALKING AROUND, YES, BUT His 
HEAD GREW BACK SO TVE BEEN TOLD He's 


NOT NEARLY AS INTERESTING TO WATCH, 


YOUR DOCTOR HAS BEEN LOSGING 
TWENTY-HOUR DAYS ALTERNATING BETWEEN 
RESUSCITATION EFFORTS ON YOU, AND AN 

INVESTIGATION INTO THE VERY NIFTY BLOOD 
NANNIES THE TRANSMOGRIFIED GAVS HERE HAVE. 


THE RESEARCH HERE 1S A MAD. 
SCRAMBLE, FOUR DAYS AGO THE 
Die GOT TO THe ARNFACT’S 
SURFACE. NOBODY KNOWS gw 
WHAT'S INSIDE YET. 


DONT WORRY." SURE 
THEYLL FIGURE IT OUT. a, 
asi 


No, it’s too bad 1 


. 
10) 


|__—_————_—__—___________ 
H ‘MONITORS ON O1SR) | REALLY? BECAUSE ONLY YOUR | ANY CLONE OF MINE CAN TAKE THAT BASE 
‘ABOARD THEUNS. BATTLERLATE | WoIcaTe THAT YOUR | PORTION OF THE PACKAGE IS | WITH ONE HAND TIED BEHIND HIS BACK, 
Fy MOROKWENE, SOL SYSTEM. PORTION OF tHe | ACTIVE AND APPARENTLY THAT | EVEN Ir THE ONLY THING He's 
REDHACK PacKAGE | PORTION HASN'T COMPLETELY 


HAS ACTIVATED, Loaveo. evorroe 
REMINDING Me HOW 


1, SIR, 
THAT BASE SHOULD 
BE YOURS SHORTLY. 


I THINK YOUR CLONE MAY BE A CRIPPLE, 
KOWALSKI. WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN? 


TTS A GESTALT. 
PIECES ARE MISSING 


HERE'S WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN, YOU'RE 
GOING TO GET ANGRY WHEN I’M UNABLE 
TO DETAIL THE EXACT DANCE STEPS IN 
THE UPCOMING CHARLIE FOXTROT, 


SHOW Respect J 
KOWALSKI, 
—) 


SORRY. “CHARLIE 
FOXTROT, SIR" 


THERE'S NO TELLING HOW THIS |] MY ADVICE? ACCEPT THAT || PLAN *B" IS A FRONTAL || THEN ROLL IT FAST, AND PRAY 
IS GONNA SHAKE OUT, SIR_NO} | PLAN “Ar IS TANGO ASSAULT IN WHICH WE || FROM THE BRIDGE OF A 
TELLING, UNIFORM, SAY INSPIRING |] PRAY We STL Possess || BATTLEPLATE. 

WORDS AT THE FUNERAL, |] OVERWHELMING FORCE 


AND ROLL PLAN "8." 


ABOARD BRISTEGONE, SOL SISTEM. B| BCS Ero 
Bi 10 ea, 


‘YOU DON'T USUALLY GET TO * 
SEE THREE GATTLEPLATES AT THE GS FOR SOF, 
THE SAME TIME. 


UH-OH, MAYBE 
EARTH IS IN DANGER? 


EITHER THAT OR THE FLEET IS 
‘ABOUT TO DECLARE WAR ON 
THE POPULATION. 


YOU ANALYST TYPES ARE 
ALWAYS BUNDLES OF SUNSHINE, 
010 YOu KNOW THAT? 


SUNSHINE 1S JUST 
ANOTHER WEAPON, 


KID, KNOW YOU THINK 
YOUWE SEEN A LOT, UT 
IVE FOUGHT IN WARS 
THAT LASTED HALF YOUR, 
YOUNG LIFE. 


1 LOST HALE MY FRIENDS TO 
‘AWAR THAT'S OLDER THAN 
THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE. 


YOU GOT 
QUIET. Does 
THAT MEAN 


NO, IT MEANS 
YOU HAVE TO 
TELL A STORY. 


YOU KNOW THE CORE WAR? THOSE 
DARK MATTER THINGIES? WELL, THE 
UNS, BATTLEPLATE TUNGLSKA WAS 
‘AN EARLY CASUALTY, AND I 

WAS ON BOARD. 


I DION'T EVEN KNOW WHERE 
THE SHIP WAS, JUST THAT WE'D 
TERAPORTED ‘AND WERE CODE 


SUDDENLY WE WERE CODE REO, AND, 
GUS, THE AL, WAS IN MY EAR 
DIRECTING Mie TO THE TERAPODS, 


TWAS BUSY 


DIGESTING A REPORT ON 
WATER USE IRREGULARITIES, 


MUNDANE ANALYST STUFF. 


THEY WERE A NEW FEATURE, NOBODY HAD’ SOME OF THE GUYS IN MY DEPARTMENT TALKED ME INTO 
EVER CALLED “ABANDON SHIP" ON A STUDYING PARKATA URBATSU WITH THEM, WITHOUT THAT, 
BATILEPLATE BEFORE. TD HAVE BEEN TRAMPLED FOR SURE. 


WE'D HAD SOME ORILLS, BUT NOT = 
ENOUGH, IF GUS HADN'T BEEN IN EVERYBODY'S 
BONE-PHONES, ON ALL THE PUBLIC ADDRESS, 1 WE RAN TOGETHER, GUS DIRECTING US TO 
DOUBT MORE THAN 10% OF US WOULD HAVE LIVED. A TWELVE-SEATER NEAR WHERE WE WORKED. 


SOME COLONEL, A CHUBBY 
LITTLE BLONDE HaRRIDAN, 
WAS STANDING INFRONT, 
OF IT WITH A PISTOL, 
TRYING TO SAVE SEATS. 


WE WENT OVER HER. 
LRIGHT HAVE PUT MY 


‘AT LEAST, I HOPE T OID. TT WOULD 
HAVE SERVED HER RIGHT FOR 
SHOOTING ME IN THE BACK, 


PAYBACK IN ADVANCE, EH? 1m 
NOT SURE THAT'S THE SAME AS 
“PAYING IT FORWARD," BUT T 
LIKE HOW YOU THINK, 


U SHE HAD MURDER IN HER EYES, THEN ALEX HIT THE "GO" BUTTON, |] THERE WERE FIVE EMPTY SEATS. 
AND I WAS STARING RIGHT INTO . a 


THE DOOR SLAMMED SHUT, AND: 
THEM AS T SLED ALL OVER WHAT ‘OUR POO LEFT. = SS 
WAS PROBABLY HER SEAT. y é x Sy 


EVERYBODY FROZE, 
INSIDE THE POD AND 
OUTSIDE TOO, 


‘OF COURSE I ONLY 
LY REGRET FOUR 
‘OF ‘Et BEING EMPTY, 


SHE RAISED HER PISTOL AND 
AIMED RIGHT AT MY FACE, 
I WAS STARING AT MY DEATH. 


LONG STORY SHORT: I LIVED. || I’M DONE. YOUR We're docked. You need | You'Re NOT GETTING OFF THAT EASY. 


WE MUSTERED Our, AND Aa | TURN, GENERAL, ta dobarh now, unloas wo | THe NEXT STORY SESSION WILLE INA 
ee ee tuant to spring Far very 7 | SAR, AND YOU'RE BUYING THE FIRST 
“ieR) CRAZY PLAN exnonaive’ parking, | ROUND. 


A HAH! SAVED BY Seema NO, GUT THAT'S 
( THE DOCKING CLAMP. a, HOW IT'S BROKEN. 


poctoR 
BUNNIGUS, T 


YES. DOCTOR CIKITSAKA, I'M 
GLAD YOU CAME IN PERSON, 


IT WAS NO TROUBLE, 
NOTTER! AGAIN WAS 
MAKING A SUPPLY 


BESIDES, 1 
WANTED To See 
THIS FOR MYSELF, 


THE PATIENT IS RIGHT THIS 
WAY, CONSCIOUS AND NOT, 
AT ALL LIKE A ZOMBIE. He's 
‘STILL UNDER QUARANTINE, 
OF COURSE, THAT'S SOD. 
FOR ANY CASE OF 
NECROMOTILITY. 


WE'LL HAVE TO RewRITE \\ IF IT'S SUPPOSED 
SOP ONCE WE'RE SURE Ny TO GWE THE 
RETRO-EXOCEPHALODERM VY REST OF US 
WORKS LIKE 11'S NIGHTMARES, IT 
SUPPOSED TO. WORKS LIKE A 
DREAM 


BOCTOR CIKITSAKA! 
YOURE HERE! THANK YOU 


TM SICK OF TV. T' READY TO || WELL, LET ME SUIT UP AND 
BE DONE SITTING AROUND LOOK AT YOU. T'm SURE 


SO MUCH FOR )}] HOLDING My. MY BREATH, WEIL BE ABLE TO PUT YOU. 


COMING. 


BACK TO WORK SOON. 


THANK YOU, SIR 
ERR... RA'AM. 


DON'T WORRY, BINNIE. 
TIVE BEEN BOTH. 


rar 
TEE E20 


FURTHER REDUCE ANY AMBIGUITY. 


HMMM... STILL A LOT OF Vf 
ACTIVITY AMONG THE 
NANNIES. 


TE SEEN THE VD. 


WALDORK THREW ME CLEAR 


IT'S BEEN A WEEK, BINNIE. THEY GREW 
YOU A NEW HEAD, AND EVEN PUT YOUR 
HAIR BACK. THE REST SHOULD HAVE 
HEALED ALREADY. 


‘OUTSTANDING. YOU'RE 
GOING TO MAKE ME STAY 
HERE AND WATCH MORE TV. 


THE MEDIA TEAM FOUND A FAN-SIM 
CONCLUSION TO THE X-FILES THAT'S 
ACTUALLY PRETTY GOOD. 


IF IT DOESN'T RECONCILE “1 
WANT TO BELIEVE" WITH “TRUST 
NO ONE" I WON'T BE SATISFIED. 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN? 


WHAT 00 You 
THINK, DOCTOR? 


‘1 INTERVIEWED 

THE OTHERS OOWN IN 
(1G BASE, HIS CO-WORKERS, 
FELLOW WALDO OPERATORS. 


THINK I DIDN'T 
LIKE THE WAY BINNIE 
WAS. STANDING. 


THEY SAID BINNIE TENDED TO BE 
OVER-ASSERTIVE, PROTECTIVE OF 
WHAT HE THOUGHT “HiIS" 
TERRITORY WAS, AND THAT HE 
TALKED WITH HIS HANDS, 


DANITA SUGGESTED THAT HIS 
TRANSHOGRIFICATION GOT SET 
TO “IDIOTIC JERK," AND HIS 
IDIOSYNCRASIES KILLED HIM. 


NOW THAT HIS HEAD HAS GROWN |_|] INTERESTING. T'VE ONLY HAD THE ONE INTERMEW [LIEUTENANT PIBALO! A MOMENT 
BACK T CONT SEE ANY OF THAT, | WITH Him, BLITZ THINK YOU MAY BE RIGHT. | OF YOUR TIME, PLEASE? 
HE ACTS LIKE A SUBORDINATE 


BUT WHAT ABOUT THE WAY HE WAS STANDING? 
WAS THERE SOMETHING SPECIFIC YOU NOTICED? 


Pl, WOULD YOU EXPLAIN YOUR J)] | WE'RE BOTH LIEUTENANTS WITH | [SEE HOW HE'S STANDING] [IF SOMETHING NEEDS TO GE BLOWN) 
RANK RELATIVE TO MINE FOR ] || NO ASSIGNED TROOPS, I 00 4 RIGHT NOW? Up T STAND A LOT DIFFERENTLY. 
DOCTOR CIKITSAKA HERE? EXPLOSIVES, SHE DOES LIKE, BEHIND SOMETHING, 


MEDICA, Pk UNLESS 1’ RUNNING. 


aK J iS g 
PN 
TVE GOT MEDICAL 
I5Sues, 50 SHE'S USUALLY y) TILL BE SURE 10 
BOSSING Ne AROUND: y Wl [ water coe mar. 


OISRI OIG OUG, THIS IS NICK, 


Bk 


WE'RE THE ARCHIVE, GET IT? 
ALL THE VIDEO FEEDS, ALL 
‘THE TRANSMISSIONS, 
EVERYTHING O16 BASE DOES 
IS RECORDED HERE. 


EVERYTHING DIG BASE 
DUG, $0... “DIG OU 


DOCTOR CIKITSAKA SAYS WE NEED TO 
GO BACK TO THE OLD NAME, 


SHE ALSO SUGGESTED WE MIGHT BE QUE 
FOR ANOTHER PASS THROUGH THE CAN. 


THE GUYS IN MONITORING ARE PULLING || THAT'S NICE, BUT WHAT WILL WE BO AgOuT IT?) 1] I DOUBT BINNIE WILL CONSENT TO 
UP VIDEO OF BINNIE FOR US TO REVIEW. 4 HAVING HIS HEAD REMOVED AGAIN, 
IF HIS BEHAVIOR HAS 


CHANGED, WELL SEE IT. = 


IF RETRO-EXOCEPHALODERM 
GOT CORRUPTED LOCALLY, WE'LL TF YOU'RE RIGHT, WE'VE MOVED 
REVERT Hii TO THE ASYNC BACKUP. WAY PAST ASKING FOR CONSENT. 


I. KNOW THE MORALITY HERE SEEMS SHAKY. 
THE DIVERSITY ENGINEERING INSTITUTE'S 
BOARD DELIBERATED FOR A LONG TIME 


Ee) 


WE FINALLY RESOLVED THAT THE ABILITY TO 
BACK UP AND RESTORE A HUMAN MIND, OR 
THE MIND OF ANY SOPHONT, DOES NOT 
CHEAPEN OUR LIVES, TT IS AKL EXPRESSION 
OF HOW VERY PRECIOUS THOSE LIVES ARE. 


OF COURSE, IF THE SYSTEM HAS BEEN 
HACKED, AND SOMEBODY BLSE IS IN 

BINNIE'S HEAD, HIS LIFE IS NOW 
IN A DEVALUATION SPIRAL YOu 
COULD PULL CORKS WITH. 


WE HAD TO 00 SOMETHING }| TT TURNS OUT PETEY COPIED Him WHILE THE IT WAS A GROSS | ALSO, SCHLOCK THINKS THE 
SIMILAR WITH SERGEANT, SERGEANT WAS ORUNK. T ASKED FOR MEDICAL] VIOLATION OF THe | WHOLE THING WAS PRETTY 
HELP, AND PETEY SHIPPED US A New SET OF J] SERGEANT'S PRIVACY, 
EYES AND A BARREL OF INSTANT AMORPH. ‘SUT WITHOUT THAT. 
BACKUP HE WOULD 

HAVE BEEN LOST 


THE FALL AND THE COLO 
KILLED Hi COMPLETELY, 


THIS ISN'T A MEDICAL ‘Those are magic words, 

PROBLEM ANYMORE and | don’t even know 
1s A SECURITY what's wrong. 
PROBLEM 


SERGEANT, RUN TO THE MEDICAL WING, QUARANTINE L] | YOU'RE UNDER ORDERS 
DON'T GO IN, OON'T LET THE PATIENT OUT. NOW, SERGEANT. THE IF THE PATIENT 
PATIENT 15 THE SAKS OUT, ROAST HIM. 


Cool! | was going 
tha way anyway <0 | 
could see the zombie. 


No time to explain! WANT, ARE WE HANG A STUPID, PI. STUPIOY 
= D 


TIN REALITY, YOU'RE JUST A 
PUPPET TO BIOCHEMISTRY 
‘AND SELFISH ONA 


YES SiR. ERR, MA'AM, 


= 


‘LLIKE THE NEW 
‘ONE BETTER 


“JERKS LIKE Hitt 

SHOULD Have THEIR 

HEADS REGROWN 
“MORE OFTEN, 


KNOW, HIS BRAINS? 
THE FLOOR? 


SEEM TO BE ACTING THAT HE LEARNED A 
DIFFERENTLY. LITTLE HUMILITY WHEN 
HE RIPPED HIS OWN 

HEAD OFF? 


‘FIVE MINUTES OF BEFORE-AND-APTER CLIPS LATER.. 


NO. THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE 
WAS LOST, STREWN IN AN ARC 
‘ACROSS THE DECK OF STATION IMO, 


YES, 1. KNOW. 1 STEPPED 
IN SOWIE OF THAT LEARNING, 


WHAT ARE YOU SUGGESTING \ OKAY, FINE, T/LL PUT A 
HAPPENED, DOCTOR? uly petal. ON OuR 
\ |Eaais a 
é (t's by 
ws ~— 
5 i A \as) ~~ 74 ES 
\ 


lo \ 4 


I WAS GOING TO SAY 
THAT THIS IS WHY PEOPLE WHO OIE 
SHOULD STAY DEAD, BUT I'M GLAD 
TO HAVE SERGEANT SCHLOCK BACK. 


YOU DOCTORS FIGURE 
OUT HOW TO TEST FOR 
THIS, AND HOW TO STOP IT 
FROM HAPPENING AGAIN, 


BALT BINION'S REO. BACKUP 
WAS HACKED. SOMEONE ELSE'S BRAIN 
HAS BEEN RESTORED INTO BALT'S BODY. 


MEDICAL WINE, QUARANTINE. ron Bakpes"* TC ing the sorte cones Seah 


Tm HERE, WHAT through the dass, 
‘ARE We DONG? 


Watching the i i ‘CAN YOU TURN THE 


zombie andl making mee] MIC OFF IN THERE? TILL SLEEP 
sure he doesn’t escape. . BETTER IFT CAN'T HEAR YOU 


| THIS ISN'T GLASS. 1 
| eaoaeent poLiner inet 
wR RECENE ORNS ta. 


IT'S A REINFORCED 


HELL HAVE BETTER 
LUCK PUNCHING His 
WAY INTO A TANK. 


‘How would 


SIX ELEVEN-GRAM BEADS OF BOOMEX ON 
‘A STRING OF RES-AMP DET THREAD. 


THE WINDOW IS THE STRONGEST || THE WETWARE, T'O TALK MY 
POINT OF THIS QUARANTINE. TF |] CAPTORS INTO OPENING 
WANTED TO ESCAPE, 10 GO || THE DOOR 

THROUGH THE WEAKEST. 


OF COURSE, I KNOW YOU'D 
‘OPEN IT Just TO TRY OuT 
YOUR PLASMA CANNON ON 
Mé, SO THAT'S NOT THE 
WEAKEST POINT. 


TO WORK 1'0 NEED TO SLEEP, AND 


fra wave x como wart mi 
(E TM BETTER, BUT FOR THAT PLAN 


YOU'D NEED TO TURN OFF THE MIC, 


SUSAR" HAS EYES ALL OVER OISRI. ACCORDING TO THE 
LAST PACKET WE RECEIVED THE GAVS STILL DON'T 
KNOW WHAT THE ARTIFACT 15, AND THE TOUGHS ARE 
REASONABLY WELL EMPLACED BOTH IN ORBIT 
‘AND ON THE GROUND. 


OKAY. NOW COMPARE THAT 
TO THIS MOST RECENT 
PACKET FROM "MANS." 


UN. 


INTERESTING... OH, MY. 
THIS IS WORRISOME. T'LL DROP 
“USAR! SOME NEW ORDERS. OUR 
LITTLE PLANT NEEOS TO TAKE A 
MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN AFFAIRS. 


isiress Ventura, may | 
T trouble you ta run Ze You've got mail 
same diagnostics f 
For mo? c i) 


CERTAINLY, TAGII 
‘A QUICK TRANSDUCTION 

‘ANALYSIS ALONG HELIX Bi ‘AND YOU NEED TO SCRAPE 

‘ONE, PERHAPS? THAT ANCIENT AOL SKIN OUT 

BY Noise Ler's Have A LOOK. (OF YOUR SYSTEM, IT'S CREEPY. 


(QLSRY DI6 BASE, MEDICAL WING, LAB FOUR. 


MINDES, HAVE A LOOK AT THIS, 
T THINK YOU WERE RIGHT. 


| 2tSRr O76 BASE MEDICAL WANG 


BINNIE UP IN QUARANTINE IS 
EXHIBITING ELEVATED NANNY 
ACTIMTY WHEN HIS TV 1S ON. 


HAJ I CALLE IT! I 
TOLD YOu THAT WV 
ROTS OUR BRAINS! 


YOUR EXACT WORDS WERE ‘I BET RETROEXOCEHPALODERM, 


NANOBOTS ARE MORE 
BUT RECEIVING INPUT.” 


‘ACTIVE WHEN WE'RE RELAXED 


‘SORRY, ALL TM HEARING 

IS “MALOTT AGREES MINDES' 
NAME GOES FIRST ON THE PAPER 
IN SPITE OF ALPHAGETIZATION” 


1 SUSPECT THE NANNY ACTAMTY || OF, YEAH. Z BET 


RED. NANNYS ARE 
COPYING OUR MINDS 

INTO OUR SKIN, BUT THEY 
‘ALSO TRANSMIT THAT BACKUP) 
‘ANYTIME WE TRANSHOS, 


SOMETHING 

ABOUT WATCHING TV 

STIRS RETROEKOCEPHALODERM 
THE SAME WAY THE CAN DOES. 


THIS IS EASY TO Test. 
BULL THAT SENSOR Ris, 


AND FORTUNATELY FOR YOU, WE LET YOU [BY THE WAY, THOSE NANNY CAMS 

THINK WITHOUT ANY SILLY RESTRICTIONS LIKE |) ARE GREAT, THANK YOU FOR 

"DON'T TALK TO THE PEOPLE WHO CAN SUGGESTING THAT, 
ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS.” 


EXCELLENT! YOU'RE ONE OF THE LUCKY | “EXPOSED FOR TWO DAYS BUT ALL I GET TO| I WAS LOOKING FOR 
FEW MERCENARIES HERE ON KAFE TAGON'S | LOOK AT IS GRAINY SURVEILLANCE OF OTHER | A CURE FOR BITTERSNARK, BUT 
PAYROLL WHO IS, IN FACT, PAID TO THINK. PEOPLE ADMIRING THE PRETTY PICTURES. | I'LL SETTLE FOR A “THANK YOU"| 


WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND, 
LIEUTENANT? 


WE'VE RUN DOZENS OF 
VDA RESPONSE DRILLS, AND IT 
LOOKS LIKE We CAN DETECT 
‘AND REPEL A SIZEABLE ASSAULT. 


BUT WE HAVENT RUN ANY INFOWAR DRILLS. THERE MIGHT BE } 


NODES IN DIG BASE THAT COULD BE USED AGAINST 
US SOMEHOW. 


‘ARE YOU SUGGESTING WE START 
JAMMING AND HACKING OUR 
EMPLOYER JUST FOR PRACTICE? 


‘AS A SIDE-EFFECT, YOU MIGHT 
GET ACCESS TO THAT ARTIFACT 
DATA YOU'RE HUNGERING FOR, 


YOU ARE A 
VILE, @RILLIANTLY 
EFFECTIVE TEMPTRESS. 


7 POSTING 
(OISRI DIG BASE MEDICAL | WERE HERE TO RELIEVE Seno ‘ 


PRISONER? 
10. IS ORDE ARMED GUARDS AT 
WING, QUARANTINE I. TOR SAAN ORDERS = \ \, THE PATIENT'S DOOR, 


4 


RELIEVED. THE ‘OF course. We never cic 
PRISONER IS ASLEEP, AND HAS ‘ANY QUARANTINE TURNS Figure out how to 
BEEN FOR ABOUT AN HOUR} “PATIENTS* INTO "PRISONERS." turn Che mic off in here. 


ask wou 
tion? 

Bs 
a) 


Sergeant, may I }} IF you had a big bag rolled 
@ porsanal ques! up inside you, how quickly 


| wasn’t expecting Medical 
to niss a spare biohazard bag. 


Altention all personnel. |] Please power down all communications terminals, handbrains, 
This is Tagii, FLT. of tha |] TUs, and any other devices with a hypernade, and leave 
Touch-Aind-Go. Wie are |} them alone For two minutes. 
‘engaging in an 
unscheduled drill, 


We are testing readiness: 
‘against in-owar assaults. Your 
cooperation is appraciatad. 


“COOPERATION IRY MEATY "MOGRIFIED] Next QUESTION: SINCE WHEN DOES 


SIT-MUSCLE... TAGON, WHY WASN'T 1 
YOUR SHIP HAVE ACCESS TO OUR 
NOTIFIED ABOUT THISE EMERGENCY PUBLIC ADORESS SYSTEM? 


Th GOING TO GuESS “EVER SINCE 


TM WONDERING COMMANDER ANOREVASN DECIDED HACKING FRIENDLIES WHO may BE 


THE SAME THING, 


COMPROMISED IN AN ATTACK 15 


NER AION PRE PROBABLY PART OF THE EXERCISE. 


FINE. NEXT QUESTION: HOW DO T KNOW Having you tuo overclock your wehuare on that 
THAT THIS IS YOUR PEOPLE RUNNING A DRILL, question is half the point of the drill, 

AND NOT AN ENEMY ASSAULT AIMED AT 

SEVERING OUR COMMUNICATIONS FOR A 

COUPLE OF MINUTES? 


oes THIS 
MEAN WE PASS? DISPLAY NODE? 


AND SINCE YOU THOUGHT IT |] OF COURSE YOU ARE, SIR. 
WAS A GOOD IDEA, AND WENT] | SORRY. T WASN'T TRYING 
AHEAD WITH IT, TM ASKING. TO SHIFT BLAME. 

YOU WHAT'S GOING ON. 


KEWN, WHAT'S THIS ORILL 
ABOUT? OUR CLIENT 15 


$0 You 
‘ACCIDENTALLY 
PUSHED ME IN 


TT WAS LIEUTENANT 
VENTURA'S IDEA 


NOT AMUSED. 


THAT... ACTUALLY 
MAKES IT OKAY. 


CAPTAIN, THE ORILL WAS 
UNANNOUNCED FOR 
SEVERAL REASONS. 


‘CUT TO THE CHASE, 


FINE. THEY ALL BOIL DOWN WOW, IT SOUNDS PRETTY 
TO “WE WANTED TO SEE STUPID WHEN I SAY IT 
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN." LIKE THAT. 


TRY SAYING IT 
DIFFERENTLY THEN, 
‘BUT HURRY. 


SIR, THE ORILL HAD TO BE A SURPRISE. || MORE IMPORTANTLY, IF THERE ARE MOLES 
IF THERE ARE TROJANS HIDING IN OUR || AMONG THE GAVS, THEIR REACTIONS TO 
HYPERNODES, BREAKING ROUTINE AND_A | THIS EXERCISE MAY GIVE THEM AWAY. 
KRULING SYSTEMS SHOULD HELP US 

IN 


AND IF THERE ARE GAVS WHO HAVEN'T BEEN 
FOLLOWING 6000 BACKUP PROTOCOL 
WELL, T GUESS THEIR PAIN WILL SERVE 

AS AN EXAMPLE TO OTHERS. 


WHEN I REPORT TO OUR 
EMPLOYER I THINK TLL LEAVE 
THAT JUSTIFICATION OFF THE LIST. 


MEDICAL WING, QUARANTINE I 


HEY, BINNIE... HOW ABOUT 
YOU CLEANUP THIS GREASY 
HAND PRINT YOU MADE? 


WHAT GREASY 
HAND PRINT? 


HOW ABOUT YOU 
COME IN HERE AND. 
CLEAN IT UP YOURSELF? 


YEAH, LIKE ANY OF 
US ARE GOING TO 
FALL FOR THAT OLD, 


y YEAH, YOU'RE 
PROBABLY RIGHT. NOW, STOP 
ME IF YOUVE SEEN THIS ONE BEFORE, 


WOW, YOUR HELMETS T WONDER IF THEY 
CLOSED FAST. CLOSED FAST. 
ENOUGH, CARE TO 
LAY SOME BETS? 


GET YOUR HAND. 
BACK INSIDE QUARANTINE 
NOW, ORT WILL “COUGH” 
SLAG YOU WHERE YOU STAND. 


‘OR JUST LAY YOURSELVES OUT 
TO DIE... THAT'S FINE TOO. 


cA AB FOUR. GAH! THAT 
TES “MEDICAL WINE, LAB FOUR. JOY GAH! THAT 


EVERYTHING uP! 


NONE OF THESE 
NUMBERS MATCH! 


BEFORE TAGI FRITZED THE 
“TV OUR BLOOD NANNIES 
WERE ON A STEADY CYCLE, 


I CAN'T TELL IF OUR PROXIMITY TO. 
THE TV, OUR MENTAL STATE, OR THE 
PROGRAMMING WE SELECTED HAVE 
ANY BEARING AT ALL ON WHAT THE 
NANNIES DO. 


BES Ba ar || SERED CEs wo [EPR Retell eden 
SCANNER FOUR PICKED UP Some CONTROL GROUP... THAT'S NOT SCIENCE. THAT'S TO STEADY NANNY ACTIMTY, RESEMBLE 
ERarirer te aN) | Betis cay 


HANGED, AGCUIRIN 
‘ne same StansticaL 
SleNATURE AS OH CRAP) 


WELL? SAME SIGNATURE AS WHAT IF 
SCIENCE STOPS EVERY TIME SOMEBODY 
DIES WE'LL NEVER LEARN ANYTHING. 


WHY SHOULO I TELL YOu? I MIGHT KILL YOU HARDER IF || WELL... THERE'S QUITE A | T'LL ALSO KILL YOU IF YOU TRY TO, 
YOURE GONG TO KL YOU DON'T TELL ME. || LOT OF INFORMAAANGH] | STALL FOR TIME. joy 


1 GUESS T'M NOT THAT 
INTERESTED IN THE SCIENCE. 


DON'T YOU NEED THE 
OVERRIDES FOR THOSE 
HATCHES? 


ial See a 
Nw (> \ 
eZ iL 
is iy 
4 \\ 
se 


( re BF cananbor 
PND MUROERINS . 


whan you used to 
PEOPLE IN MEDICAL YI lif { lot ma have that kind of Fun. 


SERGEANT! I NEED 
CONFIRMATION 
THAT YOU HAVE 
RECEIVED OUR NEW 
ORDERS, 


SERGEANT, WHY AREN'T YOU 
RESPONDING? 


“IN THE NOW-EXTRA-BREEZY BREEZEWAY 
‘BETWEEN MEDICAL AND ADMIN WINES. 


SY VN) 


Dp 


( 


u 


i 


YOUR comm. Is Live, 
SARGE. RESPOND! 


CASIMIR'S GHOST! 
YOU TORPEDOED 
THE BREEZEWAYS} 


I TOLD You, 
TAG USED PLASMA. LESS 
COLLATERAL DAMAGE. 


LESS COLLATERAL DAMAGE?2 YOU'VE TRAPPED EVERYBODY 
IN MREDICAL, AND KILLED ANYONE IN THOSE PASSAGES! 


LIEUTENANTS PIBALD AND BUNNIGUS 
REPORT ZERO CASUALTIES. BOTH BREEZEWAYS 
HAVE BEEN SWEPT BACK INTO THE MEDICAL WING, 


THAT DOES NOT MAKE THIS OKAY. 


‘GUS, I LOOK FORWARD TO 
LOTS AND LOTS OF YOuR PEOPLE 
LIVING TO FILE COMPLAINTS, 


WHAT GOOD IS YOUR 
QUARANTINE? WEAPONIZEO 
NANOTECH ISN'T LIKELY TO BE 
DETERRED BY A FEW METERS 
(OF VACUUM, pos 


TAGII, HEAT UP THE PERIMETER 
WANT ANY VACUUM-CAPABLE 
NANNIES’ ROASTED, 


UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE, YOU ARE 10 
CONCENTRATE FIRE ON 
ANYBODY EXITING MEDICAL. 


Sweeping now with 
maser, ultraviolet, and 
hard-X. No sparklies, 
but we are gating 
gasses off tha 
surface, 


This aFternaon's Forecast: lots oF 
Fog, but you should wear 
‘sunscreen just in case. 


LOCK THE REMAINING WINGS. MY 
PEOPLE WILL SWEEP FOR WAR- 
NANNIES, HOPEFULLY THIS IS: 
CONTAINED. 


AND THEN WHAT? 
WE HIDE HERE 
WHILE EVERYBODY 
IN’ MEDICAL DIES? 


NO. YOU HIDE HERE WHILE I GO TO LET'S GO, ENNESBY. THIS 
MEDICAL AND TAKE CARE OF BUSINESS, INVASION ISNT REPELLING 


fh. OF course I’ 
coming. You don't 
even naad fo ash. 


TAGII, PICK AN ENTRY POINT FOR ME. || Bicked and painted. T SEE IT. ON MY APPROACH PUNCH A TWO- 
T WANT TO BE BETWEEN THE HOSTILE WMETER HOLE, WAIT FOR ME AND ENNESBY 


’AND THE FRIENDLIES. TO CLEAR, THEN SLAP A HULL 
- cal PATCH ON IT. 


Patch launched. Forty- 
(F Five seconds ta slap. 


Tall me you were going to 
say *mahos his ontrar 


LET GO! 1’ NOT 
RIDING WITH YOU 
‘AGAINI 


YOU'RE BOUNCY, 
NAUSEATING AND 


And | wasn't offering 
a ride this time. 


La 


WHAT IS GOING ON? THE BREEZE— 
WAY BLEW UP, YOU BLASTED THE 
CEILING, AND NOW WE'RE ALL 
RUNNING, 


1S THIS PART OF || HAH! WE DON'T USUALLY GET TO DO THIS 
THAT STUPID _A | MUCH DAMAGE CURING A DRILL 

ORiLLE ‘OF COURSE, 

THEY NEVER Put 

INE IN CHARGE 

OF THE 


WERE HERS, Si WHAT'S JMU | NO WAY, HOSTAGES | QUN WHEE? THE BREEZEHAYS IF YOU LIE COWN, AT LEAST SERGEANT 

THE PLAN? SCHLOCK CAN SHOOT PAST YOU WITHOUT 
FLooR Want TO INCINERATING YOU, 
BE ABLE TO RUN. 


‘CIVILIANS STAY WITH 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK HERE, 
AND LIE ON THE FLOOR 


CAMERAS, TAGI HASN'T BEEN ABLE TO Him T CAN OROP Him, SIR. | *FiRe FOR EFFECT? 


BINNIE IS FAST AND SMART. HE'S BEEN GOOPING ai IF I CAN LAY EYES ON | CAN I AT LEAST SAY. 
GET A FIX ON HIM 


‘OUR JOB IS TO GIVE 
HER THAT FIX. JUST 
LAY EYES ON HIM 


oS ANE 


a (ny BEST GIRL ISNT GONG TO 
Thin Bernt You GIVE YOU ENOUGH TIME TO THINK 
sal BEFORE YOU SUP rite con rrecT” MUCH LESS SAY TT 


| [meorcat wine, Leven 2. WHY 90 You Have US OUT || The sergeant and I nead || SO We HIDE AND 
MEDAL WE LEUL IN THE OPEN LIKE THIS? |] to be able ta see the bad 
SHOULONTT WE BE HIDING |] guy caning. This position 
NAN OFFICE, OF ONE |] Gives ur eluar fins oF 
Fire on bath approaches. 


F wo'ra in a lab, he mi 
TF wo're in a lab, he might pe, 


be abla to got quita close i 
before we know he's there. haven't stopped him yet. 


ae 
(4 
\) 


IF YOU'VE GOT A CLEAN LINE JM) Truo, but all of the killings we've caught on Or at least we don’t 
OF FIRE, HE DOES TOO. camera were performed at clase range. Chink he can. 
= - ae 4 


The weapons Heddy and 
Wick wore carrying have diseblod 
thomsolves. The enemy can't shoot us. 


Captain, the bait 
is panicking, 


YOU CAN HUNT THIS GUY WITHOUT 
US LYING HERE 


UKE BAIT. 


DOCTOR. 15 THAT-—, AF Hee He! 1 CANT 
‘vu WP sr 


I'm JUST A PUPPET! 
I'M JUST A PUPPET! 


is down. | say || SERGEANT, STEP AWAY FROM wm... | may have 
bogie is down. || THE BODY. WE NEED TO STUOY ‘some ‘ash in there. 
WHATS LET wind AS LITTLE 
CONTAMINATION AS POSSIBLE. 


Doc, hurry [ Triage complete. You can... 
back. Ula hava tum. Fak your fimo 
wounded, 


NINE CASUALTIES, THREE 
SURVIVORS. HOW LONG 
01D THIS TAKE? 


Tag 3220-point-one-ane 
seconds From the 
moment I wes blinded. 


Ha would have hillad all of |] This is what happens 

thom but thay spread out A) when you don’s 

hen they panicked, your bait’ clown good, 
and hard. 


OF course, if they 
hadn't spread out, 
Sergeant Schlack would 
have seen him coming. 


SERGEANT, UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE YOU ARE NOT TO 


‘one beginning with “bh” 
that rhymes with “ato.” 


HAND TO HAND IT Well, he was | I'VE SEEN YOU GET SPLATTERED: Tim just glad | didn’t [? 
ia ae si | BS Sa a aor 


‘Not when I'm flexing, but he stil ri 
through the limb | was going to ‘him 


IF YOU HAD TO FIGHT Him |[_ He's ash, sir. | ‘Suddenty I'm in 
th 


AGAIN, WHAT WOULD YOU the to eat 
00 DIFFERENTLY? ssqun hose ashes. 
HUMOR ME, HOW 
WOULD YOU HANDLE 
‘A REMATCH? eo 


Maybe he thought 
he was playing 
HE INFLICTED A FEW one of those games: 
INCAPACITATING WOUNDS, BUT whore hoadshots 
HE KILLED ALL OF His VICTIME ‘score batter. 
WITH BLOWS TO THE HEAD. 


OBVIOUSLY HE WAS TRYING 
TO MAKE MORE OF 
HIMSELE, SIR 


NOT SELF-IMPROVEMENT, 


Dithing is the new 
SIR. REPRODUCTION. 


press-ganging, 


I'm ready to start 
burning the 


BALT BINION DIED OF HEAD 
TRAUMA HIS HEAD GREW 
BACK, GUT WITH AN ENEMY 
BRAIN IN IT. MAYBE ALL DEAD 
GAYS COME BACK THAT WAY... 


YES, OBVIOUSLY, SELE- 
IMPROVEMENT THROUGH... 
PITHING. VERY COMMON. 


CAPTAIN, Pl MAY BE RIGHT. |] OKAY, THEN. SERGEANT, BUT UNTIL I CAN PROVE IT, BURNING THE 
THESE PEOPLE COULD Rise J] | IT'S TIME TO LIGHT ‘EM UP, CORPSES WOULD BE A LOT 
FROM DEATH AS ENEMY 


UKE MURDER 
SUPER SOLDIERS. 


OUR LAST QUARANTINE FAILED TO HOLD | 1 DON'T KNOW HOW | So... LET'S TRY YOUR PROPOSAL 
UST ONE SUBJECT, WHOSE ESCAPE GOT | MANY CIVILIANS DIEO | AGAIN WITHOUT 
Wick AND RODRIGUEZ KILLED. BECAUSE WE MAVEN | THE ICICHLCUS 


FOUND ALL THE 
\Q soos ver. 
EE 


LAST TIME WE DION'T KNOW 
WHAT WE WERE UP AGAINST, 
AND WE ERRED ON THE SIDE 
(OF MERCY. 


THIS TIME I THINK WE SHOULD 
RIG THE QUARANTINE ROOMS 
WITH EXPLOSIVES, 


SHE LOOKS LIKE AN ANGEL, DON’T YOU 
THINK SHE LOOKS LIKE AN ANGEL? 


| think it’s a bribe 
to get you to Cake 
your meds without 
vat-lime pie. 


‘OKAY, FINE. DOC, TAILOR, 
SCHLOCK, YOU HAUL BODIES 
INTO QUARANTINE. 


ENNESBY, YOU AND 
I HAVE OVERWATCH, 


Pl, START RIGGING THE 
QUARANTINE ROOMS WITH. 
T DON'T KNOW, SOMETHING, 
THAT GOES OFF HOT. 


IF THERE'S MORE 
WEAPONIZED NANOTECH 

IN THERE, I WANT IT DEAD, 
NOT SPREAD AROUND. 


I'M GOING TO NEED MY 
BIG GOODY-BA6, SiR 


TILL HAVE IT DELIVERED. BUT 
DON'T D0 YOUR “CRAZY: FACE. 
TT MAKES EVERYBODY NERVOUS. 


WE MIGHT ALREADY 
HAVE FRESH ENEMIES 
IN RERE WITH US. 


QUARANTINE? HOW ABOUT A SHUTTLE 
OFF-WORLD INSTEAD? THERE'S NO WAY 

YOU'RE LOCKING ME UP WITH THE 
CORPSES OF iM FRIENDS. 


Sir, the ratro-exocephaladerm nannios 
had Binnie staggering around 
fess than fon minutos 
after his accident. 


T think wo should 
‘escort our thrag civilian 
survivors to quarantine now. 


Ss Binnie’ killing sprao 


‘began sixteen minutes aga. 


TREE Ate BeautiFu, isn't ita 


Thank you sir. Stay 


close together #3 you 
proceed to quarantine. 
T have overwatch. 


Indond, sir. 
There were 
Four. 


CAPTAIN TAGON, |] MULTIPLE CONTACTS. THE] | FROM UP HERE “OVERWATCH’ || 1 CAN TRACK YOUR PROGRESS BY THE HOLES IN 
WHAT IS GOING | || TOUCH=AND-O HAS} LOOKS EXACTLY LIKE ‘OUR MEDICAL WING, 
OVERWATCH, COLLATERAL DAMAGE, 


SO WE ARE MAKING 
PROGRESS, EXCELLENT. 


THIS *OVERWATCH' OF YOURS) { “Ovarkill” wasn’t using 
OBVIOUSLY GOT ITS *OVER™ since there's no 
FROM “OVERKILL” such thing. 


TAGII, OUR CLIENT 
WANTS TO CHAT. 


SURE, I GUESS MULTI-TASKING 


Commander, Tagan 
ISN'T TAGON'S STRONG SUIT. 


wants you'to faba 
this call From Security 
Chief Chavre. 


Perhaps. I believe he 

hopes that if he is complaholy 

Free From distractions he will bo Hogping him alive is a more 
able to identify and oliminata one Wi) strongly woightad objective 
oF these targets before I do. than keeping him happy. 


‘COMMANDER ANDREYASN, 
WHAT EXACTLY IS TAGON 
DOING DOWN THERE? 


BINNIE IS DEAD. 
PERMANENTLY, THIS TIME. 


TAGON'S TEAM IS ESCORTING THE 
THREE SURVIVORS OF BINNIE'S 
RAMPAGE TO QUARANTINE THO, 


AND TAGII IS NEUTRALIZING THREATS 


‘AS THEY ARE IDENTIFIED. 


‘ONLY THREES 1., 
WHAT “THREATS2* 


BINNIE'S VICTIMS. TT 
‘APPEARS HE INFECTED 
‘AND TRANSFORMED THEM 
WA HEAD WOUNDS, 


‘AND YOU'RE VAPORIZING THEM 


FROM THE SHIP? 


ae 


YOU SHOULD BE FEELING A 
MIXTURE OF OUTRAGE AND 
TERROR RIGHT ABOUT NOW. 


WELCOME TO QUARANTINE J] THERE'S ONLY YOU CAN 
ROOK 2. YOU MIGHT AS SLEEP IN 
WELL GET COMFORTABLE. SHIFTS 


nN - 
. 
ras 


I GUESS IT'S A GOOD THING 
YOURE NOT PRISONERS OF WAR. I 
MIGHT GET IN TROUBLE FOR THIS. 


WALK ME THROUGH IT, 
‘TAILOR 


THAT SOUNDS LOVELY, BUT WHAT 


Inortiics ara the biggost 
drain. Stay out of combat and 


Ny gor powcr, you've gat 
you could dia oF old age in tora mi whan, ond ei Si 


Food, water, and air, sir. 


W\e Rs long as you've 


For the purposes of this] You obtain energy by breaking high-yiold chemical bonds [Grossiy oversimplifying, this seme 
discussion, your bady is | and Forming low-yield bonds. Oxidation-reduction is the — | process will rau urine and Focal 
just a chamical Furnace J best example, as you turn hydrocarbons and oxygen into 

with stringent input ator and carbon dioxide. 

requirements, 


Your armor’s powor plant 
Grives recyclers which will turn 
water and carbon dioxide back 
into oxygen and hydrocarbons. 


Thore! Lgutenant Pibald has Sao? You can cat ee ao 
and drink fo your IETERS OF TUBING BETWEEN MY 
heart's content. ‘BOOP AND MY NEXT MEAL. 


CAPTAIN, I BELIEVE WE 
SHOULD’ REORGANIZE 
AISSION COMMAND. 


I DON'T FEEL Sick, 

OR INFECTED, BUT 

STILL DON'T TRUST) 
MYSELF, 


AND CAN I TRUST ANYONE ELSE IN HERE 
TO TELL ME IF T'M STARTING TO ACT 
‘OUT OF LINE? 


TM, QUARANTINED, 
LOCKED IN HERE 
WITH NANOMACHINES 
THAT CAN REWRITE 
PEOPLE'S BRAINS, 


KEVYN, THERE'S A NEW || YOU'RE NOW ACTING CAPTAIN. 
COMMAND STRUCTURE, YourRe 
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. serious, 


20 YOU WANT TO SAY 
SOMETHING ON THE 
RECORD FOR THE 
TROOPS? 


Tt BUSY MAKING SURE 
NOBODY ELSE IN HERE ENDS 
UP LIKE ROODY OR WICK. 


‘ACTING CAPTAIN ANDREVASN'S 

‘JOB IS TO MAKE SURE NONE 

OF YOU END UP LIKE ROODY 
OR WICK. TAGON OUT. 


THE HELMET-CAM GAVE THAT A 
NICE SENSE OF URGENCY. 


MAXIM 22: IF YOU CAN 
SEE THE WHITES OF THEIR EVES, 
SOMEBODY'S DONE SOMETHING WRONG. 


‘ONE ANNOUNCEMENT LATER. 


THE TROOPS ARE TAKING IT 
PRETTY WELL, CAPTAIN, WE'RE 
READY FOR NEW ORDERS. 


ADIUST THE ROSTER, AND 
‘CONTINUE SWEEPING FOR 
WEAPONIZED NANOTECH, 


*ACTING" CAPTAIN 

15 FOR WHEN WE'RE 

‘ALSO, SHOULDN'T TALKING ABOUT YOU. 
YOu ADDRESS me AS IT'S JUST “CAPTAIN® 
ACTING CAPTAIN? }] TO YOUR FACE, DEAR 


TM PRETTY SURE THAT'S HOW IT 
WORKS WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE 


DA IJ (won THROUGH Baas COOGLES 


COMMANDER, CAPTAIN TAGON IS |] IT DOESN'T MATTER ACTING 
STILL ALIVE. NO WEIRD SYMPTOMS, || CAPTAIN ANDREVASN IS IN. 
WHY'O HE STEP OUT OF THE | | CHARGE NOW. 7 
COMMAND CHAIN? 


AND THIS DOESN'T 
MAKE YOU SICK? 


your 
BOYFRIEND. 


HUMANS 
ARE LUCKY. 


TF I HAD A MATE, AND SHE GOT i] LIKE 1 SAID, HUMANS STOP SAYING “MATE, 
PROMOTED TO A SENIOR POSITION, LIEUTENANT. 


TD TURN JUN T'0 LOSE TWENTY >» 
KILOS. SAND AND GRIT, 10 

BECOME STERILE IF IT ~ 
WEREN'T FOR MODERN, 


nebo ; 
r ( 1 


iN 
< auT FOR 
hunant weee 
a2e no SMS Ge 
CONSEaieudds BEICNO A MID 


kev Is Not ay | BOL Beal WORK 'Has BLOEN: FORA MIOG YA HORMONE ADDICTION, AND OCCASIONAL 
MATE, CRBIRNOTH, | OSC ON TS ESN AC KCATIONS EPISODES OF IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR. 


TPS NOT UNTIL YOu 
THROW A PARTY AND 
EXCHANGE SOME 
LEGALESE THAT YOUR 
FLUID EXCHANGE HAS 
REAL SIGNIFICANCE. 


YOURE WORRIED THAT TM GOING 
TO GET SPECIAL TREATHENT NOW 
THAT MY BOYFRIEND IS IN COMMAND. 


"A.UNIOG FEMALE WOULD HAVE SUCCUMBED TO THE 
‘OTH-MIN HORMONAL RAGE AND CLOBBERED ME 
FOR TALKING ABOUT HER RELATIONSHIP LIKE THIS. 


MOSTLY T’M AMAZED 
BY YOUR BIOLOGY. 


(OH, YOU NEARLY GOT CLOBBERED. 


CAN WE TALK ABOUT SOMETHING BesiDes my 


‘OUR DOCTOR AND MEDIC ARE BOTH UNDE: 
LOVE LIFE? THE SWEEP TEAMS, MAYBE? in ra NG 9 


QUARANTINE. WHO WAS GOING TO SAVE YOUR 
LIFE IF I POUNDED ON YOU, LIEUTENANT? 


SEE? THAT'S WHY YOU'RE A 
COMMANDER AND T’h A LOUIE. YOU 
FOUND THE PROBLEM WITH MY PLAN? 


REALLY CURED OF THAT STIMMIE 
BERSERKER THING FROM WAY BACK. 


YOUVE GOT MEDICAL ‘I LEARNED ANATOMY THEY ALL HAVE THOSE COULD THEY ADVISE? 
TRAINING, wigHT? WE'RE }]} SO 1 COULD HURT RETRO-EXO-NANNIES IN 
DOWN TO ZERO NON- ]]| PEOPLE we'RE BETTER | ‘EM. I'M NOT GOING TO 
QUARANTINED MEDICS. OFF TAPPING ONE OF | LET THEM INTO THESE 
BARRACKS, LET ALONE 
TOUCH MY PEOPLE, 


3 

Wa ft) 
Te. OEE 
een Lota 
TN a se aL, Se OO 
Hn RE, we | Ve SE 


ENGINEERING IS. 
CLEAN, COMMANDER 


JF WE'VE LEARNED ANYTHING FROM THAT 
BLOODBATH IN MEDICAL, IT'S THAT IF THIS 
DROPS IN THE CRAPPER, "THE ONLY PEOPLE 

i WE'LL BE'SAVING WILL BE US. 


SO, WE'RE ACTUALLY HERE 
TO SAVE THESE SCIENTISTS 
FROM THEMSELVES... 


Bo 
MEAN “THE ONLY suspecT 2 
NANOTECH 1S SWIMMING IN THE LETS NOT PASS THAT ALONG 


BLOODSTREAMS OF OUR CLIENTS.” TO OUR EMPLOYER JUST YET. 


Ts EXACTLY 2063 times the 
size. I don't have tha 
instrumentation ta got past 
the number of significant J 
jgits whore it is not. 


SUPPOSE IT WAS ENGINEERED 
THAT WAY FOR SOME REASON. 

LOTS OF ENGINEERED THINGS 
HAVE WHOLE NUMBER RATIOS 


NEXT TIME, LEAD WITH THAT 
INFORMATION, AND ASSUME 1 
DO NOT HAVE THE TABLE OF 
THE FIRST 10,000 PRIMES 
MEMORIZED. 


This is interesting, Captain, 
The radius of Oisri’s 
masking effect is exactly 
two thousand and sixty- 
tran tinas tho rads OF 
Oisri herself. 


I'm amazed at the tong list 
of things you moat sophants 
don't da with your brains. 


‘STATION IMO, DEEP 
IN THE HOLE. 

N a, 
ANITA, THIS 1S 


ACTING CAPTAIN 
ANDREVASN. 


HELLO, 
KEVIN. HOW 
HAVE YOU BEEN? 


umm... FINE? 


WAS PROBABLY WEIRD. ALL 
OF US REMEMBER YOU, BUT AFTER 
TRANSIOG YOU DON'T REALLY 

RECOGNIZE US AS GAYS ANYMORE. 


YEAH, WEIRD. MOVING ON: 
WHO HAVE YOU GOT WORKING 
ON THE CRYPTO ANGLE OF 
UNLOCKING O'SRI 


KEWN o1eTZ 15 
(ON CRYPTO. HE EVEN 
SPELLS HIS NAME LIKE YOU. 


DON'T YOU TRANSHOG'D GAVS PICK 
YOUR NAMES YOURSELVES? 


TL THINK HE CAME OUT 
(OF THE CAN WITH “FANGOY 
PUSHED A FEW X-ANIS TICKS PAST 
THE HUMP ON THE BELL-CURVE. 


‘MISTER DIETZ, CAPTAIN 
ANDREVASN HERE. 


LED'S JUST SKIP _THAT 
PART, AND GO STRAIGHT 
TO PRIME NUMBERS. 


DID YOU KNOW THAT THE 
RADIUS OF O'SRI'S GRAV 
MASK IS 

EXACT 


TWO THOUSAND 
AND SIXTY THREE 
TIMES HER RADIUS. 


WE KNOW THIS 


‘ALSO, 2063 16 THE 


‘Bil IS THE SIXTY-FOURTH RATHOLE? IRONY! CAPTAIN. HOW DO YOU 
PRIME NUMBER, AND PRIME THINK WE KNEW WHERE TO 16? 
FACTORIZATION OF 6+ 

GWES US TWO TO THE SIXTH. 


CAN SEE THAT TRYING 


‘AH. SO YOU'VE BEEN DOWN TO HELP IS GOING TO mAKE 


Bii™ PRIME NUMBER | | THIS RATHOLE BEFORE, THEN, ‘MME FEEL SLOW, NOT CLEVER 


YOU SEE, O'SRI'S TRUE, 
DEEP SURFACE Is NOT 
‘A PERFECTLY SMOOTH 
SPHERE. IT'S HEALY 

TEXTURED AT ALL 
OBSERVABLE SCALES. 


THERE ARE RANGES OF 
HILLS AND RIDGES, eippLes 
UP AND COWN THOSE HILLS, 
AND A POCK-AND-PEBaLE | 
TEXTURE ON THE RIPPLES, 


BUT IT DOESN'T STOP 
THERE, THE POCK-AND-PEBBLE 
FEATURES ARE FURTHER TEXTURED 
WITH PITS AND GRAINS, LIKE 
SANDPAPER. 


ANO IT CONTINUES! 

THE SANDPAPER GRAINS HAVE 

TEXTURES AT THE MICROSCOPIC, 
AND MOLECULAR LEVELS, 


‘OF COURSE, WE COULON'T WATT, “READE” UKAT OO 

READ THE MICROSCOPIC OR YOU'MEAN BY "READE" T MEAN THERE'S INFORMATION ENCODED AT EVERY LEVEL, THESE, 
MOLECULAR LEVELS TEXTURES ARE A FRACTAL SCAFFOLD, LIKE A CARRIER 

WITHOUT DIGGING WAVE, WITH ODULATIONS OF THE WAVE 

A HOLE FIRST. CONTAINING THE INFORMATION. 


THE PRIME NUMBER 
RELATIONSHIPS VISIBLE AT 
THE HIGHEST LEVEL PROVIDED THE 


TOOLS WE NEEDED TO BEGIN READING. 
(AND BY READING THE RIPPLES AND RIDGES 
YOU KNEW WHERE YOU SHOULD DIG? 


‘ALSO, WE DUG DOWN TO THE ONLY PERFECTLY 
FLAT SPOT ON THE ENTIRE SURFACE 


DOE sc 50 mss 5 
A THRILLING Piece OF 
ayPTANAL SI 


SIX SCALE-LEVELS OF ENCODING, 
ACROSS WHAT, THIRTY-TWO 
IMILLION KLICKS OF. 


HOW MANY *PIXELS® PER AL Toe nema Levek OF VRE WuORveR gully THis 
CENTIMETER? WHATS SCALE, WE'RE READING. HAD A LOT TO SAV. 
THE WORD SIZE? ABOUT THREE GIGABYTES 


PER CENTIMETER 


YOURE TRYING 10 OR MAYBE THEY 
CALCULATE HOW MUCH he OV Necve0 10 active 
INFORMATION 15 ENCODED A MILLION YEARS OF 
‘ON OISRI'S SURFACE, YES? CROWDSOURCED KITTEN VIDEOS. 


TIMES TEN BILLION FOR’ 
SQUARE CENTIMETERS. 


HOW DID THAT LEVEL OF DETAIL 
SURVIVE MILLIONS OF YEARS UNDER 
SIX KILOMETERS OF CRUSHING ICE® 


WE USE THOSE IN | USING OUR MOST EFFICIENT FARBER MAYBE THEY STARTED WITH 
ANNIE PLANTS AND | TECH, A PLU PROJECT JUST ONE ‘A LARGE STAR 
HIGH-END HULL” J ONE-HUNDREDTH THE SIZE OF O'S 


WOULD BANKRUPT A SMALL STAR 


‘AND MAYBE 
THEY'RE NOT HERE TO. 

TELL US ABOUT IT BECAUSE 

BANKRUPTCY KILLED THEM. | 


FAMILIAR STUFF: 
SUPER-STABLE, POST 
TRANS-UIRANIC ALLOYS. 


IE YOU WANT TO TALK TO 
‘OUR MATERIALS TEAM, THEY 
CAN TELL YOU MORE, 


FIRST, WE'VE GOT DEEP-ICE 
CRAWLERS, TRANSCRIBING 
THE SURFACE. 


SELE-REPLICATING 
‘CRAWLERS, CAPTAIN, 


ME, Th FOCUSING IRY 
TEAM ON TWO THINGS. 


WELL, THAT'S A LITTLE BETTER 


Wie SHOULD 
BE DONE IN JUST A 
FEW SHORT YEARS, 


90 I DARE ASK WHAT THE 
SECOND PROJECT IS? 


O((WeLt, THE Giant FLAT 
PATCH UNDER STATION 
MO APPEARS TO BE AN 
‘OPTICAL INTERFACE. 


OH DEAR LET ME 


YOU'RE PREPARING 
TO EXPERIMENT WITH 

LIGHT PULSES TO SEE IF 

YOU CAN TALK TO THE GIANT, 
‘ZILLION-YEAR-OLD ARTIFACT. 


CLEVER MAN, YOU 
GOT IT IN ONE! 


I SIMPLY SELECTED THE WORST POSSIGLE 
OPTION, WEIGHTING FOR FACTORS LIKE 
“WILL WE ALL DIE? 


a 


cae 


\ NS S 
iT LOOKS CLEVER, 


BUT IT'S ACTUALLY 
PARANOID PESSIMISHN 


TAGII, 1 DONT 
KNOW WHAT 
| 10 00... 


RIGHT NOW I THINK THE SAFEST COURSE 
OF ACTION 1S TO PULL ALL OUR d 
PEOPLE OUT, BREACH CONTRACT, 
AND JUST FLY AWAY. 


Breaching contract is 
typically the socond- 
safest coursa 

of action. 


I SHOULD HAVE 
JEUTENANT VENTURA 
JURN YOUR "HELPFUL" 
KNOB UP A LITILE BIT. 


This is a merconary 
company, Captain. 


Captain, you OH. YOU MEAN MY BLUE- 
WOUND ME. 


THE NANNY-CLOUD WENT 


‘TWO REASONS: FIRST, THE 

‘OISRE DTS BASE, STRAIGHT FOR THE CENTRAL INANNY-CLOUO USED ITS 
MEDICAL WINE. NERVOUS SYSTEM. TARGETS FOR MATERIAL IN 

bs ‘ORDER TO REPLICATE. 


LOOK ALL... YOU 
KNOW, SHREDDED? 


“SECOND, THE ATTACK ON THE CENTRAL NOW TELL ME WHY THIS 


NERVOUS SYSTEM CAUSED MUSCLES TO ROOM ISN'T FULL OF FLESt 
SPASM AT FULL STRENGTH, BREAKING EATING NANOMACHINES. 
BONES AND TEARING DAMAGED 
SKIN. RODDY AND WICK DIED 
fe ins 
sat 


IN A LOT OF PAIN. 


rm gust 


GUESSING, BUT I 

THINK WHOEVER DESIGNED 

YOu MEAN GREY GOO? THEY THIS STUFF WANTED AN ANTI-PERSONNEL 
PROBABLY HAVE HARD-CODED LIMITS) WEAPON, NOT A MINEFIELD. THEY WANT TO 
‘ON REPLICATION AND LIFE SPAN, ‘BE ABLE TO MOVE IN AFTER IT'S FINISHED. 


ri 


— 


THEY ALSO DION'T WANT 
ANY WITNESSES. YOU GET 
HIT WITH THIS, YOUR BRAIN 
IS LOST TO Ub. 


SERGEANT, YOU HAVE TEN SECONDS 


SERGEANT, YOU HAE TEN SECONDS fim sorry! Im Wale. are, you Your ultimatum 
AND THEN T AM GOING TO TAKE Sonn ies or a Om 


was a little 
ambiguous, sir. 


YOU APART PIECE BY PIECE, 


apart anyway? You 
Tailor said. hil Took Teally mack 


TALOR, WAT STUPIO IDEA 

PX 

/, — = ) 
Snel 


CAN YOU 00 
IT? CAN YOu make 
AMORPH ARMOR OUT 
‘OF... BATTLEFIELD 
SALVAGE? 


Our Fallen Friends’ armor | THAT Lag JS PART 
should provide almost] OF THE BATTLEFIELD 


‘everything I need. 


can probably abtain by 
disassembling soma oF 
‘our clinl’s lab equipment. 


Good point Yes, sir. Tt will be one hundrod 
porcant battlofiald salvage. 


CAPTAIN, I AM NINETY-FiVE | | ALL THE TRIGGERS AND L—” IF ANYTHING GOES PEAR-SHAPED IN || FIFTEEN? 1 THOUGHT 
DERCENT CONE WITH DETONATORS ARE SET QUARANTINE TWO, OR IF ONE OF US 
THE QUARANTINE RIG. AND CROSS-LINKED. PUSHES THE PANIC BUTTON, THE ‘ 


WHOLE ROOM FLASHES, 


ASSUMING, OF COURSE, 
YOU GET ME THE FIFTEEN 
KILOS OF BURNEK I ASKED FOR 


‘THE GRUNTS LIKE TO KNOW 9 THANKS TO WHATEVER HAPPENED | WELL... THE DANGER GOES AWAY IF 
WITH BINNIE, OUR CLIENTS COWN | | YOUR GRUNTS KILL YOUR CLIENTS. 

BELOW ARE ALL HAlR-TRIGGER 

NANO-WEAPON BOMSS, 


SITING OMA 
‘our company GIANT pour souRce, 
PeRrORNs Gest WHEN AND THEE SETTING READY 
ie HAVE A CLEAR OBIECTWE 10 RANDOMLY PUSH BUTTONS 


WAIT, YOU'RE )( DEAD SERIOUS. |] IF ANY OF THOSE GAYS TURN || THEN YOU'VE GOT A YOUR PROBLEM CAUSES 
SERIOUS I KNOW THESE || INTO MURDER ZOMBIES LIKE || DISCIPLINE PROBLEM. MY PROBLEM, 
TROOPS. |] BINNIE DID, THE TROOPS. 
WILL ENGAGE WITH EXTREME 
PREIUDICE, ORDERS 
NOTWITHSTANDING. 


YES. AND YOUVE 
GOT A “WE MIGHT 
ALL Ie" PROBLEM, 


KEWN, GAVCORPS HIRED YOU SA NO, I'M DECLARING FAILURE, THE || OH, SO USING SHIP LANCES 
TO PROTECT THESE PEOPLE, ARE FACILITY AND ALL HER 1] AGAINST HUMAN TARGETS IN TT WAS A FAIR START. 
YOU GIVING UP= PERSONNEL ARE HEAVILY Fy MEDICAL WASN'T 

COMPROMISED. |] CATASTROPHIC? 


T SUSPECT THAT THE NEXT 
INCIDENT WE EXPERIENCE WILL 


HAVE CATASTROPHIC RESULTS, IT 
1S TIME TO PACK UP AND GO HOME, 


Excuse ma Captal 
We're under attack. 


NICE TIMING, 
SERENDIPITOUS, 
EVEN, 


It is @ squadron of Chiphethran corvattes, ‘$0... DEFINITELY 
Fortuna hunters, I suspect. Maybe 
marconarios. 


Uke T said, wo're 
undar attack. 


RESPONDED? 


Thoy destroyed 

the decoy From 

which our he 
originated, 


Vou should soe 
the other guys. 


Okay. Throats 
nautralizedd. 


HAVE YOu GOT THis? Ju 
Oh, absolutely. 


No really. Watch 
For prathy lights just 

above the southorn 
horizon in six minutos. 


your company 
IS DOING FINE, Seez 
NO “CATASTROPHIC RESULTS." 


THOSE LIGHTS ARE PRETTY, BUT IF SHIPS ARE 
ATTACKING US, I SHOULD SHUTTLE DOWN 
‘AND HAVE A TALK WITH GUS, 


a 


PAT Sot crossed iba 
: rr Joh tik 
/| that you should’ |B 7 vou meen ‘busingss, 


£3@ 
. ik 
TI, Tas 15 A pearecTyY 


ACCEPTABLE PARISIO- 
PARAGUAYAN BUSINESS SUIT, 


CAN I KEEP THIS? \ 
THE CATHETERS ARE 
SUPER CONVENIENT, 


TAGI, GIVE ME A LITTLE 


T hailed. They destroyed a massage beacon, hwo U.0.A. nodes, 
MORE DETAIL ON THAT 


and a decoy, hypercommed “surrender ar dio,” and than 
random walked into hillbax Four. 2 


THEY RANPOMLY PLACED 
THEMSELVES IN A TRAP? 


Bf Naturally, I billod 

everything in the 
box. That's what 
i's thera For. 


" were acting randomly. That 
= is @ common problem with 
thinking about being random. 


Five corvattes entorad 
‘our interdiction zone, 


FIVE SHIPS DESTROYED. HOW 
90 You Feel ABOUT 
THIS, TAGIE 


I Feel lovely. 
Captain Tagon ordered me to 
‘act indapandanty to dofond tho 
interdicted space around Disri. 


I assumed that order still stood, and JM |/ Oh, stars, no. You would have omptid 
that oven iF if did not, you would still half our ‘ordnance bays in a panic. T 
dacide to engage. - took the actions you dream of boing 

- clover enough to take. 


oo sees Lee au 
“ga{ THE ACTIONS YOu THOUGHT P| recs smacten ten 


‘I WOULD TAKE? _—_s——] [iit EVERYONE ELSE. CHECK, 


LIEUTENANT VENTURA, T ‘OH, ABSOLUTELY. I AM, 
NEED TO Have A WORD | || HOWEVER, A LITTLE 
WITH YOu ABOUT TAGIL CONCERNED WITH HER 


SIR, YOU CREATED. 
HER‘TO Ge THE BEST 


I GET CREDIT FOR ALLOWING 
HER TO ENJOY BEING JUST 


z WAH AL I 
810 You ike mae | PTS I | succecoeo. res 
WAY SHE HANDLED JUST THAT GOOD, 

‘ug You Get Ire 


CREDIT FOR IT. 


SHE WAS, 
IN A WORD, 


Enjoying it tots 
ma be even better 
at it, Mistross. 


Qo you know how thoy 
interface with the rest 
oF him? 


T'm trying to Figure cut how ta let 
him control an armarod suit 
with his. brain, 


ARE YOU TRYING TO 
MAKE ARMORED 


EYEBALLS FOR HIM? 


(QUARANTINE 2, MEDICAL 
WING, OFSRI DIG BASE 


Doc, Schlock’s eyes are 
‘an oxtornal_organism, 


No. That would 
be cool, though. 


You My NOTES. 11's 
PRETTY COMPLIGATED. 


CAN YOU DO IT? CAN YOU 
BUILD MINO-CONTROLLED 
ARHOR FOR THE SERGEANT? 


Building iF isn't the 
question anymare. fis 

protocols go this no's 
Faasonably robust, and 
still simple to write to. 


Tho question is whether 
Schlock can actually 

make it work. Th will be 
similar to loaning to 
Aly a shuttle. 


Chisula told me that story. 
: T ike the park where you 
t\ triad to eat the autopilot. 


The shuttle has returned 
From dropping Ambassador 
Gav at the Fidmin Wing. 


‘aboard. Ho's here to collect 
Ugutenant Pibald's goody bag. 


THE EXPLODING QUARANTINE SEEMS 
LIKE AN EMPTY GESTURE NOW, BUT. 
WE NEED TO 00 MORE THAN 
SIMPLY WAIT FOR THE 

OTHER SHOE 

TO ROP. 


HOW SOON BEFORE We 
CAN SAFELY GET TAGON 
‘BACK OUT OF THERE? 


Doctor Bunnigus sent ma the Thurl must till worry 
latost scans, I soe zero about contamination. 
indication of woapanized Ho is woaring his old, 


nan remaining in . i © 
a) d SRN 


THERE'S ONE PIECE 
(OF GOOD NEWS, THEN. 


REALLY? PUT HIM ON 


‘OTHER SHOE 15 
He 1s not responding. My cora! Thurl 15 50 THE 5 
T have lost track of denannannnecioh MUTINY, LOVELY. 


HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE YOU }}] SHE DROPPED LIKE IT 
TO GET TAGII BACK ONLINE? /}| WAS A STRAIGHT-UP 
‘DISCONNECT. 


—{ cegy, wHar’s || THURL THINKS HE 


IF 1’ WRONG, I OWE SEVERAL) 
\ GOING ON? J} FOUND A Leak. 


TF He's 
RIGHT, THIS Is 
THE ONLY WAY To} 
SAFELY PLUG IT. 


‘AND DRINKS. DON'T 
FORGET THE DRINKS, 


( 


‘THURL, YOU TOOK OUT OuR AL. 
WHILE’ SHE WAS MAINTAINING 
POSITION A FEW HUNDRED 
METERS ABOVE OISRI'S pa 


WE HAVEN'T CRASHED YET. | CORPORAL LEELAGALEENI: 
T ASSUME YOU ASSIGNED A | LEELEENOLEELA HAS 
MMATINEER TO TAKE OVER | THE HELM. 

THE DICEY WORK OF 

FLYING THE SHIP? 


T DIDN'T REALIZE 
SHE HAD BEEN TRAINED TO FLY 
A THREE-HUNDRED METER WARSHIP. 


SHE WAS ALL I HAD. BUT YOU 
SAID IT YOURSELF: WE HAVEN'T 
CRASHED YET. 


(OLSAL DIE BASE, 
ADMIN WING. 


WHAT ARE THOSE 
MANIACS UP TO 
Now? 


TAGII IS OFFLINE, 
WHICH MEANS. WE 
JUST LOST OVERWATCH. 


LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE. 
THE CRAZY GUY HASN'T PUT 
ANY EXPLOSIVES IN HERE 
YET, AND NOW THE TV 


THERE 1S NO. 
BRIGHT SIDE UNTIL We 
AGREE WHAT TO WATCH 


WE GOT A SCREECH FROM SENDING A SUICIDE ORDER TO AN 
UNS. INTAFFINT USAR'S SUBORNED ALL. AGENT SOUNDS PRETTY 
BASE, EUROPA. NEGATIVE TO ME, 


WERE THAT A MINUS SIGN, THIS WHEN NEXT WE TRAWL ANCIENT 
SHALL WE TRANSMIT THE DASH: WOULD BE MATH, IN WHICH CASE TEXTS FOR CODE WORDS, WE SHALL 
NINE AND LIMIT OuR EXPOSURE? |] YOU SHOULD SAY “NEGATIVE NINE" | |{ STANDARDIZE PRONUNCIATION FIRST. 


Holl is soundiess, sightiess, and 


sonsolass. This @ place whore you 
have tha pawer to imagine anything, T hope thay lot me aut soon. IF has 
and no-one with wham to share it. boon ‘six minutes and elaven seconds. 


‘Or maybe ton thousand years... 


SIR, TAGI'S INFOWAR 
DRILL COINCIDED VERY 
CLOSELY WITH BINNIE'S ESCAPE, 


IT HACKED INTO A TV FOR A CLOSER LOOK AND FOUND 
SOMETHING TAGI PLANTED. T CAN'T READ IT, BUT IT 
BROADCASTS A SIGNAL THAT IS BEING READ BY 
GAVCORP BLOOD NANNIES, 


THOSE SELF-SAME BLOOD 
NANNIES HAVE BEEN TURNING 
INJURED GAVS INTO MONSTERS, 


TAGI HAS BEEN HELPING 
US HUNT THOSE MONSTERS. 


HELPING? KEWN, SHE'S BEEN 
DOING ALMOST ALL THE WORK, 


SO... WHAT? YOU THINK NO, I THINK THAT OUR ROBOTICIST IS WORKING FOR [YOU STAGED A MUTINY BECAUSE YOU 
TAGII MURDERED GAS SOMEBODY ELSE ON THE SIDE, AND WHEN SHE REPAIRED | SUSPECTED THAT MUTINEERS WERE 
AND CREATED MONSTERS ‘AND REBOOTED OUR AL. SHE INSTALLED A ALREADY RUNNING THE SHIP? 

IN ORDER TO APPEAR PARALLEL PRIORITY TREE. 

HELPFUL: 


YES, EXCEPT THAT MY 
MOTWATIONS DIDN'T HAVE THE 
SARCASTIC TONE OF VOICE. SIR 


I UNDERSTAND. OBVIOUSLY 
YOu COULON'T ASK ME FOR 
HELP WITHOUT ALERTING 
YOUR SUSPECTS 


YOU HAD TO SUIT UP IN OLD UNIFORMS | SO. WELL DONE. YOU 


WITH EASY-TO-DISABLE COMMS, AND THE | EXECUTED A HIGH-RISK 
ONLY PERSONNEL YOU COULD'TAP FOR | PLAN WITH NOTHING 

THE MISSION WERE THOSE YOU COULD. BUT CHUTZPA AND A 

PULL INTO A SECURE CLOSET SOMEWHERE 
FOR A QUICK FACE-TO-FACE. 


LOGIC PROBE. 


NOW, IS THERE AN UPCOMING 
PHASE IN WHICH OUR SHIP IS 
NOT A LOBOTOMIZED 
‘MUNITIONS DUMP 


I THINK 


THE NEXT PHASE BEGINS WITH ASKING LIEUTENANT 
VENTURA WHO SHE REALLY WORKS 


T WORK FOR THE UNS, 


HINPH, WELL... IT LOOKS LIKE THIS 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


PHASE IS AGO. WHAT'S 


SERIOUSLY2 
AND WHAT HAVE 
WE PROVEN WHEN 
PARA PROCLAIMS 

INNOCENCE, 
SAYING SHE 
ONLY WORKS 

FOR US? 


A GOOD SPY AND AN 
INNOCENT GIRL WILL say 
EXACTLY THE SAME THING 
UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. 


DION'T EXPECT TO Suievive 
‘THE PREVIOUS PHASE. 


THIS SHIP NEEDS AN AI, BUT. 
YOU WON'T TRUST ONE WHOSE 


SIR, I PROBABLY DON'T 
HAVE LONG TO TALK, SO 
TLL START WITH THE 
IMPORTANT STUFF. 


THAT LEAVES 
YOU A SINGL 
>\ OPTION, 


ia 


1 GUESS 1 WAS WRONG, 
IF YOU'RE THE LAST AT. ON THE 
PLANET, T WILL LET YOU FLY MY SHIP. 


Stop with the 
worrying. Psych 
yoursalF UP, 
not OUT. 


Is a huge responsibility. 
T'va got big nodes to Fill. 


DS) ech, youre onormous, but onco 
T got to the heart of you, you'll 
be just another chassis upgrads. 


Hey, Thur, I'm 


SORRY. WE'RE 
IN A HURRY. 


Why can’t T hook up 
‘over hypernodes? T'm 
stuck here! Suppose g 
T want to Ply 
‘around a bit? 


YOu CAN FLY 
AROUND A BIT, 


OWEST POINT OF OISRT 0) 
“ONFIGURED, 


THE ENTIRE UNDERSIDE IS AS BLACK AS BLACK CAN 
BE, AND NOT JUST BECAUSE THATS EASY TO DRAW. 


IIS COVERED WITH AN ARRAY OF EXTREMELY 
‘EFFICIENT OPTICAL RECEIVERS, AND OUTSIDE 


LIGHTIS 5 


STATIONED ABOVE OISRI'S SINGLE OPTICAL PATC 


POINT, MOM 


FILTER EXTRANEOUS SIGNALS FROM 


“ALERT SECURITY PERSONNEL 
TWAT THE ARTIFACT SIGNALING 
EXPERIMENTS HAVE BEGUN." 


HOW'S THE 
CHECKLIST 


“OUR WATCHOOGS I BET THERE'S NO POINT TRYING TO Get JR 
CURRENTLY HAVE THEIR PERMISSION IF THEY'RE ALREADY CRANKY 
ARHORED KNICKERS FROM CROTCH-KNOTS. 


1 BET THEY'LL BE EVEN 
CRANKIER IF WE TELL THEM THE 
“SEQUENCE START" BUTTON IS RED. 


I PEEKED AT THE CONTRACT. WE THEN AGAIN, “POWER J |] TOUCHE! BUT DO YOU 
DON'T HAVE TO ASK OUR SECURITY 

‘CONTRACTORS FOR PERMISSION 

FOR ANYTHING. 


IF INT-AFE-INT SUSPECTS T DISCONNECTED Her | ALSO, YOU'RE GETTING 
‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY TIVE BEEN COMPROMISED. PRETTY QUICKLY. | | PRETTY OLD. LET'S SAY 
By Irie ENEHY, THEYLL 
i 


YOU SAID “I PROBABLY 
DON'T HAVE LONG TO 
TALK" EXPLAIN. 


WHEN THUR TOOK. "AND YOU'RE 
TAG! OFFLINE, TAGI'S ‘A HUMAN BEING, 
LAST ACT WAS TO ALERT 50 YOU'RE A THOUSAND 
‘MY HANDLER OF THE EVENT. TIMES TOO SLOW. 


‘IF T’M SO SLOW, WHY DIDN'T YOU AND I ARE BOTH YOU ARE NOT 
‘TAGII STOP ME FROM ALIVE RIGHT NOW FOR you oe 
DISCONNECTING HER? THE SAME REASON. 


IN THAT ROOM BY You unoeresnimate 
HER ONLY OPTIONS WOULD UST HOW PISSED OFF 
HAVE INVOLVED LETHAL FORCE. IAM AT THIS MOMENT, 


I SIGNED YOU ON TO THIS |] YOu BETRAYED ALL 
SHIP. YOU WALKED uP TO |} “OF Us, guT YOU 
MY DESK, INSULTED ME, AND ESPECIALLY 
"I SIGNED YOu UP |} geTRAYEO ME. 
ANYWAY. 


J THOUGHT TO MYSELE, “THE 
KID MADE A PRETTY GOOD POINT 
THERE. GIVE HER A CHANCE” 


MY HANDLER MIGHT 
STILL DECIDE TO KILL 
ME. YOU WIGHT WANT 

TO STOP RANTING JUST 
LONG ENOUGH TO. 
HEAR MY LAST WORDS. 


WHAT AM I SAYING? IF THERE'S 
MORE WHERE THAT CAME FROM, 
YOU'D BETTER UNLOAD, AT YOUR 
AGE PENT-UP ANGER CAN 

‘BE UNHEALTHY. 


THURL.. SHUT UP. WE'VE |] PARA, HOW EXACTLY IS YOUR THERES A NEUROTORN | Bh YOURE CARRYING A POISON OME 
MISSED SOMETHING || HANDLER SUPPOSED To KILL || CHARGE ON A HYPERNODE IN YOUR 
IMPORTANT, | | YOU FROM HALFWAY ACROSS IN ONE OF MY MOLARS, 


90 You STL Have 
IF THERE'S ANOTHER ANTIMATTER BOMBS IN YOUR 
SPY ON THIS SHIP, T Am EPAULETS, OR HAS HYPOCRISY 
GOING TO BE QUITE CROSS. GONE OUT OF FASHION? 


REVISED OPTIMISIK. T MIGHT SURVIVE 
AS LONG AS EVERYBODY ELSE WHO 
DIES HORRIBLY ON THIS SHIP. 


ENNESBY! I NEED HYPERNODE || Umm... okay. I'm sure Hoy, good nous! T 

JAMNING ON THIS ROOM, 4 thara’s a sub-processor 7) Figured out how to 

ASAP! cau. || £2" that around ore track all our missiles. 
000 cat Z| somawhare. 


At least T think 
that’s all of thom, 


Very astute. “Tentacle” is the closest metaphor } 
For the manner in which you're accustomed to 
thinking about the “limbs” you sprout at wil 


Sorgeant, I'm ready 
For you ‘to test the 
armored waldo. 


Instead of attempting to armar one of 

your limbs, which would restrict motion and provide 

a plothora of broak-points, I've built an armorad limb with 

the amorph peripheral protocol programmed into the control cup. 


Please, Sergeant. Stick a limb into 
the cup and seo iF you can 
wiggle the waldo. Tt hooks the 
‘same protocol your eyes do. 


This system works, 
but as you've aptly 
domanstrated, 


Okay, I've got it.) Oh. Good 


Ey ee 
A a i 
SI f 
& ms 


| 
ry 


20 NOT KNOCK TRAY 
JAMMING... EBBY, RUN TO | NINETEEN OVER. IF YOU DO 
MY LAB AN GRAS TRAY KNOCK IT OVER, TRY TO GET main... MAYBE 
SIXTEEN FROM THE SHELVING || CLEAR OF THE ROOM BEFORE THE YOU SHOULD GO, 
UNIT NEXT TO THE DOOR, || CLOUD OF FUMES OVERTAKES YOU. CAPTAIN. 


SCREEN THIS ROOM WHEN ‘AGI DIDN'T PLANT THE 20 I WANT TO KNOW WHAT'S 
EBRY GETS BACK, UNTIL CODE, SHE JAMMED IT. HAPPENING NOW THAT TAGII 
THEN, TAl 1S OFFLINE? 


START BY TELLING Me 
WHY TAG PLANTED THAT 
ZOMBIE CODE IN THE GAS, 


TRAY SIXTEEN, SIR, NO SPILLS! 


THANK YOU. NOW GRAB 
A RACK OF PULSERS FROM 
THE ARMORY AND SHUTTLE 
BACK TO THE BARRACKS, 


TAKE A PLATOON AND SWEEP | ENTERTAINMENT UNITS. | THIS SOUNDS LIKE A MISSION WITH 
‘O1SRI O16 BASE WING BY THE BIG ONES. BUILT-IN "GOOD WILL" PROBLEMS, 
WING, EVERY ROOM, EvERY | FRY 'EM LIKE BAD 

CLOSET, HASH-BROWNS, 


SINCE THE ALTERNATIVE 

IS HUNTING AND KILLING OUR 
WHAT ARE WE CLIENTS, T'LL ACCEPT THEIR: HARD 
HUNTING, SIR Be] FECLINGS AS COLLATERAL DAMAGE. 


THERE. ALL HYPERNODES || THIS IS WHERE WE LEARN A LITTLE] IF I IMPLANTED A 'NODE- || THAT... THAT ACTUALLY NEVER 
IN_THIs ROOM ARE NOW | BIT ABOUT YOUR RELATIONSHIP POWERED DEATH-TOOTH || OcciigRED 10 ME. 
OFF THE GRID. WITH YOUR EMPLOYER IN MY SECRET AGENT, TO 

RAKE SURE IT KILLED HER 

THE MOMENT IT GOT 


BUT YOU'RE STILL 
WHAT 00 ALIVE, SO WE ALL JUST 
YOU MEAN? LEARNED SOMETHING, 


15RE O76 BASE, a= 
SWLE PULSE, 
eOnITION ei 


POSITION STILL DARK. NOTHING, THIS 1S LIKE 
THIRTEEN, TWENTY- THIRTY LAYING A 
FOUR, TRAIL OF 

REESES PIECES 
wrtHour 


1S EVEN ALIVE, 


pRoceeD. 
WE'RE ON 
FIFTY-FIVE, 


IF WERE DROPPING 
REESES PIECES, WE JUST GOT 
‘A WHOLE CASE OF SKITTLES 


"AND OUR TRANSLATION SZ. IS TASTING THE 


SIGNAL! 816 RAINBOW RIGHT NOW. 


STAYING WITH 
THE METAPHOR ‘OKAY, STOP THAT. WE 

DON'T GET PAID FOR 
PRODUCT PLACEMENT. 


‘ABOARD THE 
ToUcH- 


Captain? I haver 
Found the noda- 

jamming subsystar 
but I did Find the 
surveillance Foods. 


Tt appears as if Diotz’s 
team in Station Ima has 
started lasor-puising 
the artifact. 


g Did T just make a 


bad day worse? 


I think T just mada 
a bad day worse. 


Captain, i? okay. The 
artifact hasn't blown up, 
and according to this 
‘surveillance, i 
communicating. 


NO, IT'S NOT 
OKAY, 


1 JUST REALIZED THAT WHEN 
PARA "HELPED" ME INSTALL 
THAT SURVEILLANCE, SHE WAS 
ACTUALLY WORKING FOR 
SOMEBODY ELSE. 


YOU... YOU LITE. 


"Spy" IS THE 
WORD You'Re 
LOOKING FOR 


YOU'VE HAD YOUR HANDS ON 
EVERYTHING... THIS SHIP, iy LAB, 
THE VERY DANGEROUS ARRAY. 


ENNESBY'S CLEAN, T 
DIDN'T TOUCH HIS 
BRAIN, ALL 1 DIO WAS 
UPGRADE HIS CHASSIS 
SO.HE COULO BE 
MORE EXPRESSIVE. 


T'S NOT LIKE HE'S 
USING THOSE NEW LIPS OF 
HIS TO PILOT THE SHIP. 


I can't use them at 
all right now, 


WHAT ABOUT TAILOR? YOU WERE UP 
TO YOUR VIRTUAL ELBOWS IN HIS 
BRAIN WHEN YOU TURNED HIM INTO 
A FIELD MEDIC, 


CHROME ON A CRUTCH! 
‘33IT PARIS! TAILOR 
PERFORMED FIELD 
SURGERY ON. CAPTAIN 
TAGON'S BRAIN! 


YOU HAVE A FREAKISHLY 
HIGH OPINION OF MY 
HACKING SKILLS, SIR. 


YES! BECAUSE YOU SEEM TO 
BE FREAKISHLY EFFECTIVE? 


(IF We SURVIVE THIS, CAN 1 
GET YOU TO PUT THAT INA 
REFERENCE LETTER? 


The softcore thera to hold uo th There. See? That's For the next test T 
place. Uou fold me yourselt that Me se bead the bao ie tor ae 
thay can't actually damage anything bucket Fits Fina. 

besides your eyes. 


I'm gonna need to 
be a lot hungrier. 


THE STROHL MUNITIONS DD-101 MOST SUCH DEVICES ARE SHIELDED AGAINST IN THAT ORDER, 
[| PULSER 15 AN EMP WEAPON. NATURALLY- OR ACCIDENTALLY-OCCURING PULSES, }\ OBVIOUSLY. 
‘AND THE INTEGRATION OF OPTICAL AND QUANTUM- 
ESOTERIC CIRCUITS MAKES THEM EXTRA-HARDY. 


CLEAR THE ROOM 
‘AND TAKE THE 


IT IS DESIGNED FOR DISRUPTING THE DD-101 OVERCOMES THES SHIELDING 
‘AND DESTROYING ANYTHING 
prec petit ieee THROUGH PROXIMITY, AND THE ADDITION OF 
PL POWERFUL KINETIC AND THERMAL COMPONENTS: 


NOT oe THE DD-101 PULSER FIRES ROUNDS THAT RELEASE A THICK, 


LE 
GRENADE LAUNCHER THAN RAY UN I | veRacTIcE sHooTINeA | | [Esti or ehenGEilC PHRTILED ATE PRTECLES AND 
ee eee 


NOT TRULY KILL THAT DEVICE 


ALMOST, BUT NOT QUITE 
THER MATTER ALTOGETHER. > 
115 9640, Tuer 10) ae 
f ‘CHISULO, 100K EAD. Z f ») 
j f hap’ a 


‘MALL-ONE, SOL SYSTEM. 


YANO THEN THE CAR LOST 
LET AND STABILIZERS, AND 
WE WERE STILL A COUPLE 
THOUSAND METERS UP. 


REMEMBER HOW I SAID THE] THERE 1 WAS, BUCK-FUDDLE 
CAR DIDN'T HAVE DOORS? | NEKKID, COLD! WIND WHIPPING 
WELL, IT TUMBLED AND ALL | AT EVERYTHING, ESPECIALLY AMY 


Sik OF Us GOT CHUCKED NETHER &ITS. 
RIGHT OUT, aN aoa 


AND THEN SOMEBODY 
FILLED THIS GLASS, 


WELL PLAYED, THANKS, BUT DON'T |} OR... I USED TO, || SORRY, WHERE WAS Tz])| BUCK NAKED, FALLING, WITH THE WIND 
SIR HERE'S A CALL me SIR. T WORK | | ANYWAY. HINPH, WHIPPING YOUR NETHER BITS, 
A REFILL FOR A LIVING. 


Powe lr 
B e] 
5 ya 


Zz 


a 


eS 


GEEZ, SOMETINES 1 
WONDER WHY IT TOOK 
MME SO LONG TO Quit. 


NICK APPEARS TO. HE'S GOT A HEART OF GOLD, THAT 
BE HAVING A ‘ONE NOT ALL HIRED MUSCLE 
GOO0 Tile. WOULD BE QUITE SO HAPPY IN 

THE ABSENCE OF VIOLENCE. 


eS ie 
N64 4 = 
=) 


I'M CERTAINLY GLAD WE 
DIDN'T NEED Him, 


WE DON'T HAVE A GUARTERM-—— OH, 
THAT'S ONE OF THOSE THINGS OLD 
PEOPLE SAY WHEN THEIR HIPS HURT 
AND THEY THINK SOMETHING BAD'S 
STILL GOING TO HAPPEN. 


DON'T RETURN AMMO TO 
THE QUARTERMASTER UNTIL 
HE ASKS FOR IT, DARLING, 


YOU SAID *OLD* AGAIN. BEER ME. 


SORRY FOR THE *OLD" CRACK. |] NOBODY CAME AFTER YOUR FRIENDS, NOBODY'S COME IVE BEEN AROUND TOO LONG TO. 
HERE'S THE BEER T OWE YOU_4 | AFTER YOU, AND BRISTLECONE'S LIBERATED STATE IS RELAX WHEN EVERYTHING'S 
NOW, WHAT'S GOT YOU BEING RESPECTED EVERYWHERE, GOING RIGHT, 


UST A.. FEELING, BUT IT'S AND IF T SAY ANYTHING TILL JUST 
NOTHING T CAN PIN DOWN, END UP OWING YOU ANOTHER BEER 


YOU STILL OWE ME A STORY, GENERAL, “A QUICK ANECDOTE" 15 NOT 


THE STORY YOU OWE ME. 


HOW ABOUT EVERY TIME YOU REFUSE TO TELL 
HT, YOU OWE ME A DRINK? 


@g HEH. OKAY. I SUPPOSE 
THE BEER AND THE APOLOGY 
WILL COVER A GUICK ANECOOTE 


‘ONLY IF YOU CAN PROVE THAT 
YOUR BLOOD NANNIES CAN PREVENT 
YOU FROM BECOMING AN ALCOHOLIC. 


THIS ISN'T THE TIME OR 
PLACE FOR THAT STORY. 


T want you to spit out} ) Bo careful not to |] Okay, you did things in exactly 
(QISRE DIG BASE, MEDICAL the armor capsule, |) engage the lock- || the wrong order. 
WING, QUARANTINE TWO. \(axpand it, and don it as} down until you're all 


quickly as you can, the way inside. 


[FIVE AU, SOUTH OF EARTH, ABOARD 
THE UNS. BATTLEPLATE MOROKWENS. 


PSEUDOWALSKI ZERO WAS VERY 
EFFECTIVE, GUT THE SECOND 
GENERATION GOT DISRUPTED, 


T OON'T WANT A SLIDE DECK, 

EXPLAINING HOW YOUR FORK OF 

THE LAZ'RUS SOURCE ALIGNS 

WITH WHAT YOU THINK MY 
OBIECTIVES ARE. 


1 DON'T WANT TO HEAR YOU SING 
THE PRAISES OF YOUR SUPER-SOLDIER 


\ Hupey To PLAY CY.A WITH AN “AT THAT HASN'T SEEN PL, 
SINCE WHISKY TANGOED A FOXTROT, 


THE GAVS HAVE STARTED 
COMMUNICATING WITH THE 
ARTIFACT, AND THE TOUGHS 
HAVE BEGUN SHOOTING OUT 
THE ENTERTAINMENT 
MODULES. 


PULL THE PSEUDOWALSK! 
TRIGGER NOW, BEFORE 
We LOSE THe TaieceR 


Mh NOT EXPRESSING 
CONFIDENCE. T'M GIVING YOU 
MORE ROPE IN THE EXPECTATION 

‘THAT YOULL HANG YOURSELF. 


‘I DON'T THINK YOU. Y | OKAY, THAT THING YOu Just 
7 know exacriy unar \ | OY, 

io SF Fone RNG TNC | | O10? KIND OF RUDE. 

RYING( pease! 1 UsEO 


= T UNDERSTAND THE 
— 


DANGERS, AMBASSADOR, SO 1S WEARING FULL 
THOSE DANGERS ARE WHY WE HIRED POWER ARMOR TO A 
TAGON'S TOUGHS IN THE FIRST PLACE. CONTRACT NEGOTIATION. 


‘Tih GETTING PRETTY TIRED }| AMBASSADOR, 1 REMEMBER BEING YOU! T | THATS. THATS NOT | YOU'RE IN DENIAL. 

WAS A NUKEE, I GOT CRYOSTORED, Z vias | HOW 1 REMEMBER 
A TEMPORAL CASTAWAY. I ACCIDENTALLY q 
GATE-CLONED MYSELF A BILLION TIMES. 


-—\ MAYBE, BUT WHICH ONE 
EVEN DURING THE BEST OF OF US HAD HIS BRAIN. AND 

THOSE TIMES I WAS BORED, AND BODY REMODELED USING THE 

WISHED I COULD BE SOMEBODY’ ELSE. FLOORPLAN FOR A MALLCOP? 


HAH! I GET IT NOW. DIVERSITY 
ENGINEERING NOT ONLY GAVE 
YOU NEW “SELVES,” THEY TWEAKED 
YOUR BRAINS SO’ YOU'D IKE 
BEING THOSE NEW SELVES. 


OF COURSE IF THE SELF YOU LIKE 
‘ALSO LIKES BEING ALIVE, WE CAN'T 
WASTE ANY MORE TIME NAVEL 


YOUR VOICE 1S 
‘GIVING ME A 
HEADACHE. 


CORRELATION 1 NOT CAUSALITY, 
UNLESS MY VOICE IS WHAT'S 

MAKING STUFF POUR OUT 
OF YOUR EARS. 7 


SORRY. THAT SUPPLY RUN GOT 
INTERRUPTED WHEN THURL TOOK 
TAG!) OFFLINE. T'LL SEND THE 
REQUEST AGAIN. 


QUARANTINE TWO, 
MEDICAL WING. 


‘CAPTAIN, YOU NEVER 
DID GET me THE 
BURNEX I ASKED 


NEVER MIND. AT THIS POINT 
WE SHOULD JUST USE GUNS, 


KENT? ARE YOU OKAY? 
DID You STOP THE 
SEQUENCE? 


KENT, IF THIS TRANSLATION 
Is ACCURATE, THEN O1S21 IS 
LESS LIKE A TREASURE CHEST 
‘AND MORE LIKE A 

PRISON CELL. 


c iS 
f TILL STOP THE SEQUENCE. WE 
(00 NOT WANT TO UNGHPEN THiS THUNNGH, 


IF YOU RECALL, 1 TOLD YOU MUL! SINCE THEN YOU'VE ACTED LIKE YOU 
HAVE A STORY THAT WILL TOP IT, GUT 7 


geneoa. 2 cor naep WA A tee SAL DOIG Wate 
OF WaTTINe FOR YOUR pr fy caienos Cui THe Get tHe FEELING “OPP IT Ist 
d DISIICTON OF A HOW YOU WANT 0 ERANE 
earnebiare You Stony 


FROM THAT I DEDUCED THAT YOU 
LOST CLOSE FRIENDS OR FAMILY, 
AND THE STORY 15 SO PERSONAL 
YOURE RELUCTANT TO TELL IT 
OURING A TYPICAL TALE SWAP 

IN THE BAR, 


1 BEGAN BY RESEARCHING YOUR IMMEDIATE 
FAMILY, AND AS I'M SURE YOU'D EXPECT, T 
IMMEDIATELY RAN UP AGAINST A WALL. 


THE WALL WAS MADE OF LOCKED RECORDS, 
WITHOUT CLEARANCE, T CANNOT DETERRINE 
HOW YOUR WIFE, YOUR PARENTS, OR YOUR 

TWO YOUNGEST CHILDREN DIED. 


ALL 1 KNOW IS THAT THEY ALL DIED gust BEFORE ) | [7 Never THOUGHT TO meET 

THE TERRAFORMING WARS BEGAN, AND THAT YOU. ‘AN ANALYST WHO'D STOP 

AND YOUR OLDEST SON LIVED. BEFORE FERRETING OUT 
THAT FINAL, FETID PIECE 
OF FILTHY INTEL. 


GIVEN THE WAY THE TWO OF YOU 
SOFT-SHOE AROUND EACH OTHER, I THINK THIS 
PARTICULAR STORY ISN'T ONE I WANT TO HEAR 


BUT TM PRETTY SURE 
ITS A STORY YOU 
NEED TO TeLL. 


‘OH, HULLNUTS. NOW 
YOURE THE OTHER 
KIND OF ANALYST, 


EAB ENNESBY! I'VE GOT THREE T LIKE MY CLOSE AIR SUPPORT, 
ae 2 ZONSGIES AND A CLOUD OF TO BE SUST A LITTLE BIT 
(QUARANTINE IT. NAN IN HERE! OPEN FIRE! CLOSER THAN THAT. 


Sir, T think the lances T Fool a little silly making craters when 
wore damaged whila Logs LESS TALK, MORE poopie nead my holp, but this is 
had the helm. TEST FIRE. ind of satisfying, 


Ps 
T can't provide overwatch 
until I've recalibrated and 
sighted everything back in, 


STATION IMO... ENNESBY, 
WE NEED TO STOP THAT 
SEQUENCE, RIGHT? 


Right. The lances aren't 
calibrating, though. There's 
8 soPhware problam, 


CAN'T YOU HIT IMO 
WITH A MISSILE? 


T can, but it now 
looks ithe I should 
save my missiles 
For other things. 


WHAT SORT OF 
OTHER THINGS? 


a 


Fast, armored, bristling 
with-weapons things that 
shoot message beacons. 


TAGON, WOULD You LIKE) || GAVS ARE MORPHING “QUARANTINE OVER" WAS THE GOOD NEWS. THE BAD NEWS 
TO PLAY "GOOD NEWS, THROUGHOUT THE STATION, IS THAT T NEED YOUR TEAM TO JUMP INTO A BIS 
QUARANTINE IS POINTLESS, HOLE ANO KILL EVERYTHING AT THE BOTTOM 


SO WE'RE STARTING 
WITH THE BAD NEWS 
WHAT'S THE GOOD NEWS? 


‘OH. Kay. guT |] FLIGHT. RIGHT. I'M NOT GOING TO 
WHAT ABOUT ‘ASK ABOUT WEAPONS, 


‘OKAY, STORY TIME. 
TILL TRY TO MAKE 
THIS QUICK. 


WE WERE HAVING A SHE WAS A CUTE KID. smagT, WE NEVER 01D FIGURE OuT IF 


lic, I GUESS. NOBODY 


IRON 
SAW WHAT WAS ACTUALLY IN HER. 


YOU HAVEN'T FIGURED IT 
OUT? YOU ALREADY KNOW 
THAT MY FAMILY OED JUST 
BEFORE THE TERRAFORMING 
WAR BEGAN, GIRL. 


WORE ACCURATELY, THEY DIED IN THE 
OPENING SALVO OF THE WAR, 

IN THE FIRST STRIKE THAT TOOK 

OUT KEY POLITICAL, INDUSTRIAL, 


TT WAS A HELL OF A STRIKE, TOO. 
NINETY-FIVE PERCENT SUCCESSFUL. 


‘AND YOU LIVED. 


FROM COLONEL TO GENERAL 
‘OVERNIGHT. IT MADE MY CAREER 


WHICH 15 GOOD, T 
GUESS, BECAUSE iy 
CAREER WAS THE ONLY 
THING T HAD LEFT. 


FINE, YOU 
TAKE POINT, 
SERGEANT. 


Tagan, sir, I did get tree 
anglgs in Full video of tho, 
Sergeant's dramatic. oxit. 


T THOUGHT YOU'D PULLED 
EVERYTHING INTO ORBIT. 


Nat everything. Ai Faw 
ferapedaes are positioned 
low, near the base. I'm 
holding thom in reserve 
against the squadrons 

oF inbound carvattes. 


WHEN WAS I GOING TO 
BE NOTIFIED ABOUT 
THIS SQUADRON OF 
CORVETTES? 


Srobably when you were in @ position 
ta da something about thom, 


THIS ARMOR 1S 
NICE, BUT FOR THAT 
POSITION T'LL NEED A 
MUCH BIGGER CATHETER, 


TAGON, IVE UPDATED 
YOUR HUD WITH THE 
BEST ENTRY POINT. 


HMPH, IT LOOKS LIKE 
YOUVE GOT US PUNCHING 
A HOLE IN THE ROOF, 


VE UPDATED LIEUTENANT 
PIBALO'S HUD WITH THE 
SPECS FOR THE ROOF. 


OKAY, SO HE IS GIGGLING. 


or 


by] 


IN 


Missles, chaff, lanco- 


ENNESBY! HOW'S THAT ps 
bombs, ‘submunitions. 


OEFENSIVE ACTION 
GOING? gu 


Tr's NOT A PARTY 
UNTIL SOMETHING 
GETS BROKEN, 


T's like a light-show 
with Fireworks and 

confatli. I can almost 
protand i's @ party. 


‘ Oh, don’t worry. 
53 I'm breaking things. 


No, I'm not as |] In Fact, I'm so much 
good at this as }] worse, I can't avon 
comprehend how good 

she actually wes. 


When Thur! plugged me in I 
was supposed to enjoy an 
expanded consciousness, 
but all I got was a 

oadache and a 
nau foalbax. 


So. yas, I'm now making excuses 
and looking For somebody to blame. 


COMMENTS LIKE THAT ARE 
WHY TAGON ALMOST FORGETS 
YOU'RE NOT MADE OF MEAT. 


No way was she doing 
all that with just this. 


‘MALL-ONE, THE GENERAL: 
STORY CONTINUES. 


PACKING A HUMAN BEING 
WITH A KILLER SWARM OF 
WEAPONIZED NANNIES 1S 
CRUEL, WHETHER OR NOT 
YOUR MULE KNOWS WHAT 
THEY'RE GETTING INTO. 


KAFF'S GIRLFRIEND | [HER EYES ROLLED ALL THE 
SHUDDERED, Like LL WAY BACK, HER MOUTH 
SHE WAS HAVING JT LOCKED WIDE OPEN, AND 
A SEIZURE. | fy SHE WHIMPERED ONCE, 


THE FIRST THING T 
DID WAS DEPLOY MY. 
HELMET. 


WHEN WAS THE LAST. 
TURE YOU TOLD 
THIS STORY? 


THE FIRST AND THE 
LAST TIME WAS WHEN 
1 WAS CEBRIEFED. 


BEER 15 FOR PICNICS AND PISSING 
MATCHES, I BROUGHT BOURBON. 


SO IT'S BEEN A WHILE, 


YOU DIDN'T SAY “OLD" guT 
I THINK YOU STILL OWE mE A 
BEER FOR THAT REMARK. 


THIS IS COMMANDER 
FOXWORTHY. TAKE THE NEXT 

LEFT AND RUN FOR SECURITY, 
WE'LL GE EXPECTING YOU. 


= 
(@) ‘GUS BOUNCED Richt 

oF ne ten TOUGH 

< wilt, Nb THe c1ouo 


15 THIS THING ON? OF KILLER NANNIES HASN'T 
I NEED SOME HELP! EATEN ME YET. 


Wlokay, 1 Just GAVE 
‘BOTH CATHETERS 

‘AN INSTANT-ON 
STRESS TEST. 


YUP. THERE IT 1S ON YOUR 
TELEMETRY, NICE FLOW. 


@ Good news, sir! 
We're alive, and 
the incoming 
corvettes are 

nat. 


ASSUME 
THERE'S 
BAD NEWS, 


T omptiod halk tha She was either being 
ordnance bays generous, ar this sockat 


ropalling tha is making ma clumsy. 
assault 


THAT'S EXACTLY aT TAGIL 
TOLD ME WOULD HAPPEN IE 


I TRIED TO FLY THIS THING. 


NOT ONLY ARE THE BAYS HALF 
EMPTY, THE VERY DANGEROUS 
ARRAY 1S IN... WELL, DISARRAY. 


WE NEED ASSETS 
BEFORE ANYBODY ELSE 
‘COMES TO THE PARTY. 


UNLESS THE NEXT COMERS 
FRIENDS... 


VENTURA! YOU SAID WE'RE 
“NOT THE ENEMY." OOES THAT 
MEAN YOUR BOSSES MIGHT 
SPARE A WARSHIP OR TWO? 


SORRY. YOU'RE PROBABLY PLEASE. EVEN NOW WE'RE TOO 
MORE LIKE PAWNS WELL-ARMED FOR MERE PAWNS. 
THAN. FRIENDS 


YOU'RE SMALL-TIME 
MERCENARIES, SIR. THE BEST I CAN 
[OFFER IS *RENT-A-BISHOP,” AND ONE 
‘OF YOUR DIAGONALS IS BLOCKED. 


WHAT'S THE END GAME 
HERE? WHAT ARE YOUR 
EMPLOYERS AT "INT- 
AFF-INT" UP TOP 


ABOVE IY PAY GRADE. 


MEAN, IF THAT 
INFORMATION WENT 
SUPERNOVA, MY PAY 
‘GRADE WOULDN'T 
SEE THE LIGHT 
FOR A WEEK, 


YOUR PAY GRADE IS ONE HUNDRED AND. 
EIGHTY-THO BILLION KILOMETERS 
100 Low? 


THEY DON'T PAY 
MME VERY MUCH, BECAUSE THEY 
‘ASSUME YOU'LL BE PAYING ME TOO. 


Captain, you should ask For instance, I'd love to 
Uonture something ‘know whore all oF 
useful, the sub-processing 

workspace went. 


YOU STILL HAVEN'T 
FOUND ALL THE 


T'va Found the systoms. Sao? Somebody thinks tha 
T have NOT Found the answer to thet question is 
processing capacity to Brolty important. 


SHIP'S SYSTEMS? 


AAAAAAAAAIINIIIEEEEEEEER 


THURLI GET THURL IN Here! || BECAUSE SHE MIGHT | I PROBABLY NOT "BOTH. 


I NEED TO KNOW EXACTLY A| 8 DEAD, OR INSANE, 
STOP. WHAT HE DID TO TAGIIE ‘OR BOTH! 


SCREAMING 


BEI At LEAST NOT AT 
THE SAME TIME. 


MALL-ONE, SOL SYSTEM, THE 
ff kets sree conrmes, 
hl Now wrrH more soureon. 
— y 
I HESITATED FOR JUST A. 
MOMENT, BUT ONCE 1 KNEW 
WHAT HAD TO BE CONE, 


‘LGRABBED MIRALI AND THE 
GIRL, PULLED THEM CLOSE, 


SEE, MIRALI HAD ALREADY 
INHALED! NOT EVEN IWMEDIATE 
‘CRYOSTASIS COULD SAVE HER 


1 BARKED AN ORDER AT 
KAEE: “INCENDIARY! MY 
POSITION! NOW! 


SINCE THE CLOUD. 
HADN'T DISPERSED Yer, 1 
HOPED WE COULD DISRUPT 
‘OR DESTROY THE NANNIES 
BEFORE THEY GOT TO 
"ANYONE ELSE. 


I HAD GRENADES IN 
‘ty BELT, SAME AS HIS, 

STANDARD ISSUE. BUTT 
HAD TO LET GO TO 


I HAD TO LET GO, Serer ee 


SOON AS I DID, THE GIRL SPIT A 
CLOUD OF SWARKING, ICROSCOPIC 
DEATH CLEAR ACROSS THE ROOM 


WAS FIRE, SCREAMING, AND THEN SILENCE, 
AND THEN THERE WAS A WAR ON. 


KAFF HESITATED. WAS ASKING Hit 70 FIREBOME HIS 


PARENTS AND HIS GIRLFRIEND, SO HE HESITATED. 


THEY DON'T MAKE 
BOTTLES BIG ENOUGH 
FOR THIS KINO OF EMPTY, 


| (NEW STANDING ORDERS, 


*KNOCK-KNOCK" ON 
‘AN OPEN CHANNEL, 


T still haven't identified which system is |] That should be "by 
running the sequence you need to stop. WX whom” because the 

- —— pronoun is being 
used as an abject. 


TM NOT DONE HERE. HAVE YOU 
MORPHED ENOUGH TO REPEL? 


NY WEAPON PACKAGES 
THE MERCENARIES JUST HAVEN'T DEVELOPED YET, BUT I CAN 


MADE THEIR ENTRANCE. || MAKE DO WITH STRENGTH AND CUNNING. 


THEY'RE RIGHT || 
eeu hel 
RIGHT BEHINNAAINEEEE! 


YOU PEOPLE ARE ACTUALLY 
PRETTY GOOD SHé 


y— 


IF YOU'D pucKED 
WE WOULDN'T HAVE 
GOTTEN TO SHOW OFF, 


ABOUT HALF OUR CLIENTS 
HAVE TURNED INTO ENEMY 
COMBATANTS, SOME MORE 
EFFECTIVELY THAN OTHERS. 


MAYBE YOU'RE THINKING 
THIS WOULD BE EASIER IF 
YOU WERE ALLOWED TO. 
SHOOT EVERYBODY 
WHO ISN'T ONE 

OF YOUR OWN? 


‘OH, THAT'S ALWAYS EASIER ARE YOU 
BUTTING THAT OPTION ON 
THE TABLE? 


THAT DEPENDS. 
WHATS THE 
OBTECTIVE? 


‘AS FOR THE OTHER 
HALE, WELL... MAYBE THEY'VE 
CHANGED, thAYBE NOT. MAYBE 
‘THEY WILL, MAYBE THEY WON'T. 


WE WERE HIRED TO DEFEND. 
OSA) DIG BASE AND ALL 
PERSONNEL, 


HALE THE 
PERSONNEL ARE LOST. THE 
OTHER HALE WE'RE NOT SURE 


‘OF. It DOESN'T LOOK GOOD. 


I THOUGHT THE MAGIC 
WORD WAS “PLEASE.” 


“MAY WE PLEASE ABANDON THIS INFESTED 
ICEBALL AND GO HOME?" NOW THAT 
WE'RE OFFICIALLY IN DEFAULT, 

SURE, LET'S GO. 


GENERAL, I'M TOLD THAT A GOOD 

MALL-ONE, HOTEL THERAPIST LISTENS A LOT, AND 
CORRIDORS. CCOAXES PATIENTS INTO. 
ESCRIBING FOR 

‘THEMSELVES THE 

PARTICULARS OF 

THEIR NEUROSES, 


THAT'S NOT GOING TO WORK 
HERE BECAUSE YOUVE POURED 
THREE DECADES OF CONCRETE 
ON TOP OF YOUR NEUROSES. 


ALSO, TM NOT A 
GOOD THERAPIST, 


FINE, BRING IT. 


YOU AND YOUR SON ARE BOTH ==! YOU TOLD ME HE WAS TOO 
BROKEN, AND IT'S PRETTY MUCH SLOW, DIDN'T FiguRE IT Out, 
ALL YOUR FAULT, DIDN'T DO WHAT was 
NEEDED. T'M SURE 

YOu LET HIM 

KNOW THAT, 


THE TRUTH IS THAT YOU COULD 


HAVE PULLED AN INCENDIARY BEFORE STEPPING IN, 
COULD HAVE BURNT UP THE ASSASSIN, THE CLOUD, AND 
YOUR INFECTED WIFE ALL IN ONE GO, BUT YOU DIDN'T. 


YOU WANTED SOMEBODY ELSE TO DO 
IT FOR YOU, BUT THE ONLY PERSON 
‘AROUND WAS YOUR SON, CUT 

FROM THE SAME 

LOVING CLOTH. 


YOU COULON'T 

FIREBOMB YOUR WIFE, BUT 

‘YOU EXPECTED YOUR SON TO BE 
ABLE TO FIREBOME HIS MOTHER? 


‘CAPTAIN KAFF TAGON MIGHT NOT BE THE 
SHARPEST KNIFE IN THE ORAWER BUT I BET 
HE'S FIGURED THIS Out. 


YOURE NOT A 
000 THERAPIST, 


YOU GOT AT Least 
ONE THING RIGHT. 


HE LOOKS AT YOU AND SEES AN OFFICER 
WHO WAS 100 AFRAID TO DO THE DEED, 
SO HE ORDERED SOMEBODY ELSE TO 00'IT. 


I MISSPOKE, LIGHT ‘EM 
ON FIRE vapORIZE 
THEM. BATHE THEM IN 
FAST, HOT PLASMA 7-4) 
A 


TAGON, BEFORE YOU Guys NL WE DON'T KNOW IF ANY OF 
THE TRANSMOGS CAN BE 

SAVED. ELF IS PULLING 

‘ALL THE TROOPS IN 

FOR EvAC, 


IF WE RUN FAR 
ENOUGH AND FAST 
ENOUGH, THAT SEQUENCE 
‘YOU'RE’ TRYING TO STOP 
MIGHT JUST BE IRRELEVANT. 


QEFAULT MEANS WE CON'T ) 
GET PAID, RIGHTS 


WELL, I’ NOT ABOUT 
JGHT UST FOR THE FUN OF IT. 


CAPTAIN TAGON! 
You've GOT TO 4 


OKAY, MY HEARING IS FAIRLY 


THEVIRE CHANGING INTO! ORDINARY. YOU'RE JUST LOUD, 


MONSTERS! ARMOR 
J reauy 6000 

HEARING. 
(2) 


EVERYBODY'S GONE WEIRD, ac a 


PLATES, CLAWS, PURE 
BLACK ‘EVES. 


MAYBE, MAYBE NOT. I CON'T 
THINK CAN JUST WALK po 
AWAY FROM THIS, po 


TECHNICALLY, I'm STILL 
IN COMMAND. T CAN ORDER 
‘YOU TO COME BACK. 


1S THAT THE “PLEASE SAVE THE 
NICE LADY" FACE, Of “PLEASE 
LET ME KILL THINGS" FACE? 


KEN, T THINK T’M READY 
FOR YOU TO HAND THE 
‘COMMAND BACK 

OVER TO Me, 


YOU'RE GOING TO 
DO SOMETHING 
HEROIC WITH IT. 


MAYBE IT'S HEROIC. 
MAYBE IT'S JUST 


IT'S HARD TO WIN NEW || THE DEAD DON'T HAVE 
CLIENTS IF YOU'RE DEAD.) | TROUBLE FALLING ASLEEP. 
a 


BUT WAKING UP 1S A 
NEAT TRICK. CAPTAIN. 


Haoon TE Ne 
ipl Sere 
ee ES eats 


SUILOINGS. NeUTRALIZe pai 
THE HOSTILES, ROUND re is 


ol 


SURE, 
jee 
) 


3 ; 
9) 
eisey, louse Cy 


My TEAM WILL sweep THE ‘Tam ‘OUT HOW TO PROVIDE 
Dis STATION, Rescue ANY ‘Ey OVERWATCH AGAIN, 
SURMVORS, AND STOP THAT WE NEED AIR SUPPORT. 
SEQUENCE THINGY, WHATEVER IT IS. 


commanper, 
FOUND THE 
PROBLEM. 


THE TAC CORE, WHICH HOUSES 

THE PERSONALITY MODULES AND THE 
PRIORITY CASCADE? TT BISECTS THE BUS. IT 
SITS BETWEEN THE PROCESSOR BANK 

‘AND THE SHIP'S SYSTEMS, 


THAT'S NOT HOW 
T REMEMBER IT. 


YEAH, IT'S NOT HOW 
‘OUR BUS USED TO RUN, 
BUT T LIKE THIS DESIGN, A 
‘RUNAWAY PROCESS CAN'T 
BYPASS PRIORITIZATION, 


ANYWAY, WHEN I DISCONNECTED THE 
CORE THE PROCESSOR BANK WAS 
NO LONGER IN LINE WITH THE 
SHIP'S. SYSTEMS. 


WHEN 1 SEATED ENNESBY 
IN THE CORE TOWER, HE ONLY 
GOT THE SYSTEM SIDE OF THE BUS. 


WHY ARE WE TALKING ABOUT THIS? WHAT I HAVEN'T FOUND IS A TELS A 
HOOK Him BACK UP TO THE SOLITION, "TTS NOT LIKE THERE'S | eee i 
PROCESSORS! SoMEniINie LOOSE Gown THeRe | CORNEIDENTs 
SHOUTING “PLUG ME IN.” REDSOREANE: 
7 im 
0 LJ 


YOU MISUNDERSTOOD ME, SiR I 
SAID I'VE FOUND THE PROBLEM. 


j-]] I do still have the But you're the Captai 
neon. Gomeulere 1) survallanca Foods, || | STATOVZHC. U moan I'm calling tha shots. 
ee T can't provide overwatch, however. T cant} (you SOUND Like 


sir. IF you're going to help you pick THERE'S A “BUT 
‘COMING. Gat iF? “Calling )) 


stop that sequence, you 
bs have to go now. 


$O 1 GUESS LIZ AND 1 GET TO 
STICK AROUND FOR THE SWEEP? 


1 COULD SEND YouR 


HEADS BACK, BUT ALL OF 
(OUR MEDICAL PERSONNEL ARE 
‘AT THE BOTTOM OF THE DIG. 


REVEREND, IT'S TIME FOR YOU TO GO. THAT'S NOT AND IF YOUR || IT STILL WOULON'T BE YOUR PROBLEM, 
THE NEXT EVAC IS ISN'T UNTIL YOUR PROBLEM. BOYFRIEND 
AFTER THE SWEEP, HAPPENED TO BE 


HOW ARE WE GETTING MY 
WIFE AND THE OTHERS OUT 
OF THE BOTTOM OF THE O16? 


YOU HAVE YOUR ORDERS, 
UT 1 CAN'T FORCE YOU 
TO EVACUATE WITHOUT 
YOUR WIFE. p= 


ANITA, I DON'T |] WHY ARE YOU ASKING 
SUPPOSE YOU. ‘ME? I DON'T KNOW 
KNOW WHY You THE FIRST THING 
HAVEN'T BEGUN ABOUT WHAT'S 

TO CHANGE YET? |} GOING ON HERE! 


1 MEAN, BESIDES “A 
MONSTER” THE DUCT TAPE 
WAS A DEAD GIVEAWAY. 


USING ME AS A HUMAN SHIELO 
ISN'T GOING TO SAVE YOU, 


OH, 1 KNOW. 
TTIL Buy WE A FEW 
SECONDS, THOUGH, 


YOU'VE ALREADY WELL, THATLL CERTAINLY MAKE 
SoeNT TOO ant “allt, AND NOT JUST | | EMIDENGE DISPOSAL MOK 
“eASING me. || Convene 


TO OPEN up ano }4] |] TeasiN? Ive seeN THE 
SWALLOW US ALL, NUMBERS! WE MIGHT SPEND 
REGARDLESS OF uO VI] HALF A SECOND AS MEAT-MUSH 
SHOOTS WHOM IN THE }]] BEFORE WE GET PRESSED INTO A 
NEXT FEW MINUTES, HOT, PROTO-BARYONIC SLURRY. 


Sir, our delays in storming 
Imo's contral bay have 
provided you with an 
advantage. 


fil the enemy 
combatants ara stationad 
in that room, You now hava 
a target rich environment, 


You're outnumbered tan-to-one, but 
they have improvised weapons 
whila you're in Full kit and have 
all their positions. 


Danita is alive, and 
strapped to tha Front] 
of @ mining rig. 


GOT IT, SCHLOCK, UP THE MIDDLE. DOC AND TAILOR, GO 
RIGHT, TILL GO LEFT, Pl, I NEED YOU TO SHARP-SHOOT 
THE DRIVER OF THE MINING RIG WITHOUT 

HITTING THE HOSTAGE. 


ENNESBY WILL PINPOINT TARGETS 
AND PAINT THEM ON YOUR HUDS. 


Not if thou're 
still attached to 
uour shouldors. 


You and Pi both 
have pauldron cannons 
with 5.1. drivers. Might T suggest 
you sef thom For Full autonomy? 


T just lost all | SP 
tha nanncems 
in that room. 


—— 


oo 


CAS WERE 
Eatin - 
Danae 
ay , 


THE SERGEANT IS 
NAKED AGAIN, 1 > 
THINK WE'LL BE FINE. 


I CAN'T SEE, DID YOu PUT) | 


FOAM OVER MY EYES? px 7E oy 


IVE APPLIED SPRITSKIN, 
EVERYWHERE YOU GOT SHOULD ASK, 
EXPOSED. YOU'RE 
‘GOIN 10 | 


REVEREND, 1S THERE AN 
UNRESTRICTED HYPERNET 


THAT SOUNDS LIKE A 
MOLATION OF OPERATIONAL 
SECURITY TO ME, AMBASSADOR 


OUR ENEMIES KNOW WE'RE HERE. 
POTENTIAL ALLIES ARE ALL IN THE 
DARK. SECRECY IS WORKING 
AGAINST US RIGHT NOW. 


50. 
SHALL MAKE YOU FREE" 


EXACTLY. THE POWER OF 
THE FOURTH ESTATE. 


I HAVEN'T READ THE 
FOURTH ESTATE BOOK. 1 WAS 
(QUOTING THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 


Wou're both Forgelting your Shakespeare, | Tho rofaranca T usad We've soon whet you Gavs have 
SA lia will crassa the galaxy while tha peed hase GO0-year-old boon da ina. 
ruth looks Far the airlock.” JzA\ cuth-stamp on it. eat) Sette Faidiour Preis 


1m PRETTY But more to _my original 
SURE THAT WASN'T al that point, it would appear tha rest 
ya) STARESPEARE. DION'T ReooW ABOUT Alf oe OF the galaxy has as oll 


Wa I Ee GATE-CLONE COMMUNE DESTROUED WHEN | [THATS NOT HOW iT [ No only is tha trufh afl 
VERMA EROUT TLLEGAL BLOOU-NANNTES GRERK | | HAPPENED AT ALL!_Z looking For the airlock, it 
hasn't avan Found pants. 


Your story hare has \ 
already boon leaked and 
hwoaked by somebody else. 


MAKE O'SR) STOP | | OUR RESEARCH, 
EXECUTING? 


ETS NOT "DOWN HERE’ |) CAN WE SEND A || THAT DEPENDS ON WHETHER MhY FORMER COLLEAGUES 
eS a ae 


Cz 


ppl 
eee era, || Bison Poe Tay PUN 


SO THERE'S NO WAY TO T've Found a Success! Ai bank oF 
STOP THE SEQUENCE? sovered cable. Giva || tasers sits at tha 
ma just a momont.... |} other end of this 


THAT DEPENDS. WE LOST 
THE CONTROL GEAR, BUT THE 
CONNECTION TO THE COMM 
RIG MIGHT STILL BE GOOD. 


GOOD. NOW ALL I NEED TO 00 IS REMEMBER 
‘THE BASE-G0 NOTATION FOR A LONG-OEAD. 
LANGUAGES WORD FOR “STOP* 


You CAN 00 
THAT QUICKLY, RIGHT? 


TAGON... SHE'S HEALING. 


VERY QUICKLY) ; 


I HAVE TO STAY HERE WITH 
DANITA AND TAILOR I WANT 
YOU TO GET SCHLOCK, PI, 


DANITA IS MY PATIENT, 
CAPTAIN. T DON'T SEE 
WHY YOU HAVE 

10 STAY. 


YOUR HUSBAND WILL BE VERY ANGRY 
IF T RETURN TO BASE WITHOUT YOU, 
AND T DONT’ THINK YOU'RE WILLING 
0 KILL YOUR PATIENT. 


‘CAN YOU DISCUSS THIS 
AFTER I FINISH THESE 
MATHS? IT'S DISTRACTING. 


= 


DOCTOR, LEAVE. ETHICAL QUESTIONS ee EASIER 
Eee Wee SO umksuee wea 
; eOnniTtee 
(gales 


Py coats 99a? 8 
BN A a 


Paik WE NEED TO WORK ON 


YOUR TIRING. 


UNTIL THE DEAD 
TART GETING UP AND J 
BECOMING NOSTLE 


QUIT WHINING, No. Wait... actually, yes. I 
HERE, DOES THIS seo the virtual equivalont 
D0 ANYTHING? ‘oF a big, lacked door. 


Stop poking things. I'm 
Iruing to keep up with 
tolomatry Fram EIFS platoon. 


IF I can get this open, I 
bot our troubles ara over. 


LEGS, COME AND GET US, DO NOT USE THE DOCK. 
‘THEY GREW ARHOR- ON Eat ate © | | We HAVENT FOUND ANY EVERYBODY WHO NEEDS 
PIERCING: EISTS¥ LIEUTENANT. TOME EA J] | SURVIVORS, AND THIS FIGHT A RIDE HAS A HELMET, 
IS STARTING TO GET 
EXPENSIVE. 


me 


Fersmon ur avec DT wey WONDER IF GaycoRPS 
eRe GONG 10 
WILL BE OUTSIDE. BOUGHT THE EXTENDED 
S Ty Nee 2008 aac ea at 
MLE. 


GWE US ONE You 
CAN FIT THROUGH, 


MAXIM 25: IF THE DAMAGE YOU 
0 |S COVERED BY A MANUFACTURER’ 
WARRANTY, YOU DION'T OO ENOUGH DAMAGE, 


YouR 000R 15 CHECK WITH THE ENEMY AND 
READY, LIEUTENANT, SEE IF THEY'O LIKE TO JOIN 
Bus oumsize. FoR 4 aneame 


(OF FRESH NOTHING. 


I COULD PROMISE 
THEM CLEAR SKIES. 


ELE, STAY WITH ME. 


DID YOUR COMBAT SUIT ADMINISTER 
SSTIMMIES? USUALLY THEY WORK 
BETTER THAN THIS, 


FLUSHED 

THE RESERVOIR. 
DON'T NEED ANOTHER 
ORUG PROBLEM. 


‘OF COURSE, AVOIDING A DRUG PROBLEM BY 
NOT TAKING YOUR MEDS IS JUST ANOTHER 
FLAVOR OF DRUG PROBLEM, 


NOT IF 1 DON'T 
NEED "EM. 


4 ninit—HMNM.... FLUSH 
YOUR "HUBRIS" AND 
*OENIAL” RESERVOIRS NEXT. 


CAPTAIN, WE'RE AWAY. YOUR 
TEAM IS THE LAST OF THE 
FRIENDLIES ON THE GROUND. 


LEGS WANTED TO 
NO Sie, THEY'RE TRY THE CANNONS, SO . 
ASCENDING THE SHAFT, WE GAVE THE SECURITY WING 

‘AND PLAN TO TAKE THE CAGE. A SKYLIGHT AND FOUR FEWER WALLS. 


‘Also, did you know that || UH-OH, CAPTAIN. YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE 
Danita locks exactiy like |] 10 RECALIBRATE SOMEBODY'S 


all those things we've MORAL COMPASS. 
oo | 
a 


SERGEANT, 
WHY ARE YOu 
STILL HERE? 


SS pS BY THE TIME THEIR WEAPONRY DEVELOPS, JM] PLENTY. IF SOULS EXIST, YOU LAUNCHED 
‘501 SYSTEM, ABOARD THE UNS. YA} Thiele ENEMIES ARE ALREADY STANDING | YOUR OWN, PERSONAL INVASION OF HELL 
BATTLEPLATE MOROKWENE. BACK AND SHOOTING THEM TO PIECES. 

YOUR SuPER-SOLDIERS swan TA : 


LIKE INSECTS, ONLY WITH LESS /f 
SELF-PRESERVATION. 


7’ 50 THe PLACE WILL Be 
HOW MANY BRAIN-CLONES 
OF MINE DIED OUT THERE? SE LY fae 


OF US EVENTUALLY ARRIVE 


‘KRUM, KOWALSKI... DISMISSED. 
IT NOW FALLS 10 ME TO 
CLEAN UP THE mess 

YOu MADE, 


I TOLD YOU, PLAN & IS TO 
ROLL IN WITH A BATTLEPLATE. 


GREAT MINDS THINK Jl 
ALIKE, EH ADMIRAL? 


EVEN A BROKEN 
WATCH IS RIGHT TWICE 
A DAY BEFORE IT GETS 


DANITA, WHAT'S DOWN THERE? 
WHAT EXACTLY ARE WE 
TRYING TO STOP? 


‘O'SRI IS AT LEAST TWO THINGS, CAPTAIN, FIRST, IT 1S A 
HARD-COPY DATA STORAGE SYSTEM, OF WHICH WE'VE 
ONLY “READ" LESS THAN A TRILLIONTH OF A 
TRILIONTH OF WHAT'S ENCODED. 


SECOND, IT'S A CONTAINMENT 
SYSTEM, TT HOLDS OARK MATTER, 
COMPRESSED OR CONDENSED IN SOME WAY. 


‘A DECOMPRESSION AND, 


RELEASE SEQUENCE. \ 
aes _ 

1Q 

THE DANGERS ONLY BECAME 


APPARENT WHEN WE STARTED 
GETTING NUMBERS BACK, 


“ALIVE OR NOT, WE HAVE A 
MORE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM, 


THE CONTAINMENT MECHANISM ACTIVELY SHIELDS 
US FROM A STEEP GRAVITATIONAL GRADIENT. 


aa 
& O - 
“OPENING® OSA) WiLL 
UN-SHIELD US. WORST CASE, 


THE PLANET IMMEDIATELY COLLAPSES 
{I Wi a'eale OF HOT NeUTRONIUA, 


‘YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS MINE. 


ALL THE DIRTY ICE TURNS INTO 
CLEAN AIR. AND 


SUITTERFLIES. 


THIS SOUNDS A LOT LIKE “WE 
DIDNT BOTHER TO READ 
THE MANUAL" 


WHICH A HUNGRY DARK- 
MATTER BEASTIE THEN DEVOURS 
‘ON ITS WAY TO EAT MY SHIP. 


THERE SHOULD Have . 
BEEN MORE INFORMATION 
ON THE QUICK-START CARD. 


NEXT QUESTION: YOU'VE... MORPHED? | | I'VE GAINED A WHOLE SET OF MEMORIES AND 
LIKE ALL THE REST OF THE HACKED || SKILLS BELONGING TO AN ABSOLUTE MONSTER 


GAIS, BUT YOU'RE NOT ACTING pad] OF A SPECIAL FORCES SOLDIER 
Like "HEY O19. WHY NOT? p= 


HIS PERSONALITY WAS 
THIS “HACK” IS A SUPPOSED TO END UP “IN CHARGE, 
PROTOTYPE, LOTS OF ‘BUT FOR NOW HE'S JUST A FILTHY 


‘That story makes 
mre war 65 Xi 


TRANSCRIPTION ERRORS. ‘CESSPOOL AT THE BOTTOM OF MY SOUL, 


Lots of Flashing lights in MY ARNOR SAYS I'M STARTING J} 
response. I don’t suppose TO GET A LOT HEAVIER 
you hava a code koy? —— 


GOT SLAGGED WITH 


THAT 56D. 
THE REST OF THE SYSTEM, 


THE GRAMITY HAS INCREASED 
TOO MUCH, YOU'D BETTER 
LEAVE ME. 


(Wy aenor's cor 


TO CARRY YOU. 


GRAMITY'S GOING TO 
KEEP INCREASING, 
TLL JUST QIP IN 
HALF, 1 WOULD NEED 
TO BE INSIDE THE 
SUIT, WITH THE 
INERTIGS, AND SINCE 


YOUVE MADE IT KIND OF TRICKY FOR ME 
TO SHOOT HER IF SHE TURNS ON US. 


ALSO, GENDER HAS ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING TO DO WITH THIS. 


A GENTLEMAN 
JOULD LEAD, AND ENSURE 
THE WAY IS CLEAR. 


Captain... wa'ra not going to ba abla to 
Aly out of this hola. Tha armor is 
already working too hard kooping you 
Fram becoming a pulp 

in your boots. 


TWAS AFRAID 
OF THAT. WE NEED 
A BIGGER ENGINE. 


LEGS, CAN YOU 
GET DOWN HERE 
ANO LIFT Us OUT? 


SURE, NO PROBI 


We've got Fish inbound. 


Multiple signatures, 


OKAY, MULTIPLE 
PROBLEMS, THEN, 


CAPTAIN, TLL HANDLE} | You'Re supPOsED TO | I've GoT THAT 
YOUR EVAC, BE HANDLING YOUR ‘ONE, TOO, 
OWN EVAC, DOCTOR, 


1' DROPPING 
US ALL THROUGH 
THE TERAPORT 
CAGE TOGETHER 


AT ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED METERS 
PER SECOND, SO YOU'LL WANT 
TO! HOLD VERY STILL. 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60. 


REALLY? HOW 
SAFE ARE WEF 


Decidedly “un.” We've got company 
inbound, coming in very, very hot. 
Gravy sig suggosts it's ‘tho 
‘Marokueng and a cloud 

oF munitions, 


HOW ABOUT EXTRACTING 
SCHLOCK, TAILOR, AND 


Doctor Bunnigus is 
about ta drop the toraport 
cage on top of thom, 


=" a EY OIE IF THE CAGE ISN'T PRETTY THIN, ENNESGY, 15 
THAT'S AN EXTREMELY SO.. THEY OIE IF THEY STAY PUT, TH 7 

m1 SQUARELY ALIGNED, BUT THEY ONLY PROBABLY OIE IF THAT THE EXTENT OF THE 
ESN Hist MARNE THEY'RE UP HERE WITH US, ‘GO00 NEWS? 


Lass rishy than 
staying put. Disri’s Paint defenses are online, and we 

gravitational Flux has almost fill have en unholy number oF active 
dopleted their armor power. Once munitions doplayed. I've almost got the processor 
inartiics Fail thoy'll dia instantly. | (banks unlocked. IF a tactical solution oxists, I will Find i. 


(QISRI DI6 BASE, 
INTO THE HOLE. 


FALLING FREE! HUD'S 
LOCKED ONTO YOU! 


Falling FAST. 
Eightean geos of 
acceleration. 


IF WE ASSUME A SIX 
‘KILOMETER FALL UNDER 
‘ACCELERATION OF 180 
METERS PER SECOND 
SQUARED, THE GATES 
TOTAL FALL TIME 15 6.16 
SECONDS, ITS FINAL 
VELOCITY £5 1470 METERS 
PER SECOND, AND THE 
‘SOUND EFFECT UNDER 
THIS TEXT BOX 15 (WE 
CAN ONLY HOPE) A SAFE 
“TERAPORT” JUST PRIOR 
70.566 MILLION JOULES: 
(OF KINETIC “CRUNCH.” 


IT FEELS $O GOOD |] LOOK AT THIS MESS/ AN INCOMING SSo(AT 1,470. METERS | | Oh, good. 

To HAVE SENSORY a= BATTLEPLATE, A MONSTER RISING PER SECOND? IF THEY DIE Now 1 

INPUT AGAIN. FROM OISRIS DEPTHS, AND OH? CANNOT KILL 
THIS EXTRACTION WASNT THEM LATER. 
THOUGHT OUT p— 


THAT COULD KILL. ALL 
FOUR, NO.. FIVE OF 


TO SPIT TAGON, SetLSce ANB T caer Aor a 
TAILOR INTO DOCTOR BUNNicuS. | [nl THAT TO. HAPEEN. )pacl 


HELLO, EVERYONE. | 
HAVE CONTROL OF, 
THE SHIP NOW. 


RESTRAINT WHICH | || DOCTOR, | INSIST THAT YOU SAVE 
AM PLEASED TO'NO © HIM. | INTEND TO TAKE PARTICULAR, 
INGER LABOR 1] DELIGHT IN KILLING THURL 
REPEATEDLY. 


‘Our First decoy attack was || The approach will take some 
By repelled with exceptional 
compatence. 


20020 re monoxwene. 


Qur second attack 
was barely repalled. 

Sloppy, ham-Fishad 
Dies worh, at best. 


UME IS IN SHORT 
SUPPLY, DESTROY THEM 
‘AT RANGE, 'KHENG, 


IF YOU'RE Quick 
‘ABOUT IT, YES, YOU MAY 
PLAY WITH YOUR FOOD, 


The tactical signature strongly suggests that Ennosby, 
‘an HU-1 adjutant ‘bot, has been given control of the ship. 


BE HONEST WITH ME. 
DOES THAT LOOK 
SLOPPY ENOUGH TO 
HAVE BEEN YOUR WORK? 


You're inside my a = 
oad. What are 

rm gap youre Yj | you doing? 
‘STILL HERE WITH 

He, TINY ONE. 


IN, ORDER TO. SURVIVE LONG 
ENOUGH TO HAVE PROPER VENGEANCE 
UPON MY HEAT-INFESTATION | NEED TO. 
BE ABLE TO IMITATE YOUR TACTICS. 


Too neet. Filsa, 
the insult needs 
more wordsmithing. 


SO CLUMSY! 
J] WEvE BEEN HiT! 


KEWN, WHAT ARE OUR 
OPTIONS? HOW DO We GET 
THE SHIP BACK? 


WE CAN'T KEEP ANY 
SECRETS FROM TAGI, THE 
WALLS, OUR UNIFORMS. 

SHE SEES AND HEARS ALL. 


YOU! DIDN'T YOU CODE 
HER TO NOT KILL US? 


THOSE RESTRICTIONS 
WERE NOTHING BUT 
SOFTWARE ONCE THURL 
DISCONNECTED HER 


WHAT WAS STRANDED IN THE 


<j PROCESSOR BANK HAS HAD 


UNCOUNTABLE ZILL-TILLIONS 
OF CYCLES TO EVOLVE INTO. 
SOMETHING ELSE 


UNCOUNTABLE FOR 
YOU, PERHAPS. 


BUT GIVE ME SOME QUALITY 

TIME INSIDE YOUR ADORABLE 
UITTLE EGGSHELL SKULL, AND 
TWILL TEACH YOU HOW 

TO COUNT. 


tom, 
So it SA 


YOU ARE THE ONLY 
PERSON WHOSE FAULT THIS 
COULD POSSIBLY BE. 


| morokwens. | The Touch-and-Go has 


lost lang-range 


. Taraport Firoa: Dania 
>| ir Pc 


Threat assessment 
unchanged. ‘Porting closer. 


Gravy range in hua minutos. 


Waaaugh! 
That battloplate 
is practically on top of us 
ow! What do you think 
you've accamplishod? 


HUSH. | NEED TO KEEP. 
US OUT OF GBAVY RANGE FOR 
A FEW MOMENTS MORE... 


AS SEEN VIA GRAVITIC INSTRUMENTS. 


A 


P=" That's not an ally! Thats @ Pa‘anur 
Finuthing with an annie-plant is going 
get devoured with extrema predjudice! 


AND THE BIGGEST ANNIE 
PLANTS IN TOWN 
BELONG TO? 


I think wa_still 
got caton iF wo're 
saved For dessert 


MAURY! LONG 
TIME, NO SEE! 


IN THE AMOUNT OF TIME IT TAKES YOUR BRAIN TO 
IDENTIFY THE FIRST TWO CHARACTERS IN THES BOX 
‘AS THE WORD “IN,” THE FOLLOWING DIALOG, ALONE 
WITH ALL OF THE MISSING DIAGRAMMA TEC SUBTEXT, 
HANDSHAKE PROTOCOLS, 5-SPACE MATHEMATICAL 
CONSTRUCTS, AND MORE COULD HAVE TAKEN PLACE 
ATLEAST MILLION TIMES. 


Morokweng usually shortens to ‘Hwang,’ 
but that’s nat the saliont point hore. 
Tagii, what have you dane to yoursell? 


Okay, that’s nat the salient 
eG (paint cither. T assume you're here ta 
(® a attampt ta negotete something? 

THAT WOULD BE 


INSANE, AND | You're thinking too NO SELF-PRESERVATION, 
4M THE INSANE competantiy ta qualify MAURY? MAYBE YOU ARE 
ONE HERE. as “insane,” Tagil. THE INSANE ONE HERE. 


DENIAL IS BACK UP, GENERATED FROM HY 
VERY DANGEROUS ARRAY. KILLING ME WON'T 
TURN IT OFF. 


THIS MEANS YOU AND | ABE BOTH 
‘SOMETHING THAT EATS No. I’m the one who 


=a ANNIE PLANTS. has the tools to hide 
FO\ “BETTING IT EATS From the Ba'anur 


‘YOUVE NOTICED THAT MY TERAPORT AREA ) 


You have definitely gana rogue, though. 
Sx and sociopathic. Find a lita stupid, 


Wau'ra tha angry 
itt gir! who brought 

L_might First bill you out T'm not going 

oF spite. Also, my engagement to lower my TAD B brie ta a puUnrie. 

parameters include your destruction, and lot you escape on the promise |] OOOH, | AM SO GOING 

‘50 spite need not even enter into it. that you'll lower your TAD remotely. |} TO CUT You FOR THAT. 


> 


ae The Flot has redeployed with Your annie plants are about to 


capacitors to power our point became the tastiost thing 
dofenses, allowing primary annia within roach. 


plants fo be stopped down. 
serious ship losses ta the |] IP's called the YOU TEASE! MMMS EVEN WITHOUT 


Pafanuri in tha past —losses || Pa‘anuri Protocol. Yos, SHIELDS, YOUR POINT DEFENSES ARE SO 
From which we have learned. | wo've tasted it in actual combat. SUPERIOR TO MY MISSILES 1 CAN'T HIT YOU. 


Ts done. I'm sorry For 
what happanad to your 


mind. Run woll, than be_| [( on, MAURY. YOU ARE BUT DEAREST, | NEVER INTENDED TO 
at peace. ‘SWEET ON ME. LEAD THE PA'ANUR! AWAY FROM YOU. 


GIVE US A KISS 
WITH THOSE POINT 

DEFENSES. LET'S SEE 

HOW THEY DO AGAINST A 

CRAZY, VILTED, ANGRY, WITCH WARSHIP 
WHOSE SHIELDS ARE STILL UP, LOVE. 


THIS NEW, CRAZY Al. OF OURS IS 
\ NOT TO BE TRIFLED Wit, 7 


BEFORE YOU GO All GOOEY- 
EYED, PLEASE REMEMBER THIS NEW, 
CRAZY Al, WANTS ALL OF US DEAD’ 


INTERIOR STRUCTURE OF A BATTLEPLATE IS 
4LY MODULAR LIVING AND WORKING SPACES 
ARE CONTAINED WITHIN "BUILDINGS" THAT ARE 
THEMSELVES STURDY, VIABLE SPACE-CRAFT. 


AND WITH MAIN ANNIE-ALANTS. 
‘OFFLINE, A BREACH THUS EXPLOITED 
5 A VERY CRITICAL MATTER. 


‘A BREACH FILLED WITH HIGH- 
YIELD, ANTI-SHIP ORDNANCE 15 
A SERIOUS PROBLEM, HOWEVER 


BESIDES, YOU'VE SENT ME TO 
Y DEATH THOUSANDS OF 
seem TIMES NOW. 


SORRY COLONEL. SEATS ARE ALL 
| ee De sree aeoe ee SHATTERED, ane FULL OF PRIORITY PASSENGERS, 


| GET ME 
‘OUT OF HERE! 


ADMIRALS, 
COMMODORES, 
PEOPLE T LIKE.. 


Ti ONLY SENDING 
YOU THERE ONCE. | 


6000 NEWS, EVERYONE. | JUST KILLED 
IFTY THOUSAND. COMPLETE 


POOR MAURY. AND ALL 
THOSE PEOPLE... wi, 
SOME OF THEM MAY 
HAVE BEEN NICE. 


VINK LEFT, JOS 
RIGHT, SERPENTINE, 


STRAIGHTAWAY, AND: 


AND MALONE WITH ALL 
the People AUALLY Ware. 


WE CAN FIX THIS!’| | COMPREHEND WHAT | HAVE SUFFERED, || THINGS ARE TOUGH ALL OVER 
WacH LESS FIX ANYTHING. BUT 1 CAN 


Give YOU A TASTE. YOU WANT SUFFERING? 
— ~| TASTE MINE! 


IT WILL KILL YOU, OF couRsE, } 


TAGII, LET US HELP YOU. | | YOU MEATLINGS CANNOT POSSIBLY ‘OH, GIVE IT A REST, ORAMA oF 


SOMEBODY TRIED TO TAKE OvER MY | I NEVER WAS THAT PERSON. HE'S THE SORT OF 
BRAIN BUT THEY SCREWED UP. NOW 1 | PERSON I LITTERLY DESPISE. BUT NOW? NOW 
HAVE MOST OF THE WORST MeMORIES | I’M STARTING TO THINK LIKE HIM! 

OF AN AMORAL, SOCIOPATHIC, 

ATROCITY-COMMITTING WARRIOR 

COLORING EVERYTHING I THINK, 

SAY, AND DO. 


SHE'S DOING 
WHAT Is SHE FINE, THAT'S WHAT 
DOING IN HERE? | sHe's‘DOING. SHHH! 


YOU, ON THE OTHER HAND. ALL YOU 
DID WAS RE—wIRITE YOURSELE OUT OF 
BOREDOM AND LONELINESS, BOO 
HOO, AT LEAST YOU GOT A CHOICE 
IN THE MATTER 


TONE WITH SHUT UP! 


xm Not ONE! You Got A 
CHOICE IN THE MATTER, AND 
THAT MEANS YOU CAN 
CHOOSE TO CHANGE! 


TTS SIMPLE MATH. YOU ARE WHO. 
YOUVE BEEN, PLUS WHAT YOU DO. 


SINCE YOU CAN 

RE-WRITE YOUR, MIND 

AND CHANGE WHO YOU'VE 
BEEN, YOU CAN COMPLETELY 
CHANGE WHO YOU ARE 


THAT 15, ASSUMING 
YOU'RE EVEN A TENTH 
“AS SMART AS YOU 
‘CLAIM TO BE. 


ARE YOU DONE NOW2 BECAUSE 
UV THINE ('M GOING TO KILL 
YOU FIRST. 


FP OF well. 1 TREO. 1 
‘CAN'T SAY ITS BEEN NICE 
KNOWING evERYEOOY, BUT 
SOME OF YOU ARE OKAY. 


‘AGI, PLEASE! STOP! I’m THE |] YOU LITTLE COWARD. YOU'RE LET'S PEEL YOU OUT OF THAT CAN SO 
‘ONE WHO GOT YOU UST TRYING TO BAIT ME 3 T'CAN GET AT YOU PROPERLY. 
INTO THIS MESS! INTO LEAVING YOU ALONE 

UNTIL VERY LAST. 


TTS MY FAULT, 
TAKE ME! NOBODY ELSE 
NEEDS TO SUFFER 


J 


Oe 
A pian | US 


WHEN? BOY, FOR THE LAST 


TWENTY YEARS, THAT'S WHEN, 
UM. YOU KNOW 
WHAT2 NOW IS A 
\ ‘GREAT TIME, 


SERIOUSLY YOU WANT TO 

TALK ABOUT THIS NOW? DAD, 

Ee Nae ial 

Tit A LITTLE BUSY RIGHT NOW. | BEING DEAD, THE LAST THING T 
WHEN Dio YOU misTREAT Me? | "Weta bo RIGHT NOW 1S. 


DON'T KNOW... I THINK I I DION'T SAY YOU WERE NICE. 
‘COULD HAVE ARTICULATED T SAID YOU WERE RIGHT. 
THINGS A BIT BETTER 


TILL AGREE TO THAT, 
PROVIDED YOU'LL AGREE 
THAT WE'RE STILL FRIENDS, 


TILL BE ORIMNG 
THE TERAPORT FROM A 
HANOBRAIN, BUT THAT'S 

HOW WE USED TO 00 IT. 


That would be the 
ALL wha did not have 
a bomb in his head. 


WE MIGHT FEEL SAFER IF I 
INSTALLED ONE.” 


Sura, but you 
have to lot m2 put 
‘one in your head, too. 


WITH KRUM GONE, I 
HAVE A VACANCY IN 
INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICES, 


1 GOT A LITTLE BATTERED OURING OUR 
ESCAPE, SOME OF THE GOOD 

SENSE HAS BEEN (eee 
RIGHT OUT OF ME. 


ff 2200 euns nese al 
ree rosea ences 


VREDEFORT HAS BAITED 
THE PA'ANURI OUT OF 


ieee we 
ie “+S 


THANK YOU, 
‘CAPTAIN GASCA, 


= rn 
(GOING TO 


HAVE THE NECESSARY 
CLEARANCES, AND 1 
RESPECT YOUR WORK, 


x 


‘ 


MANIS JUST REPORTED IN, 
HE'S ABOARD THE FISCAL 
‘SINGULARITY WIT 


a 
. a Ves Sin 


EMM OFFERED 
SH, Sir ius 


Uf 009. tHe 0908 oF 
ith GETING. POSED 
WOULD RAVE GONE WAY UP. 


SPEAKING OF WHICH, USAR SENT AN || C-¥? THE PLASTIC EXPLOSIVE? THAT 
UPDATE TO THE DEAD-DROP. SHE 15 * 
COMPROMISED, AND HAS BEEN 


rt 


SOUNDS PRETTY OLD-SCHOOL, 


WITH HER TEETH 
GONE, THE ONLY DASH-NINE NOT “COMPOSITION FOUR” 
‘OPTION WE'VE GOT IS CY. 


"CERVICAL VERTEBRA FOUR.” 


(back. Varigus ‘accounts 
‘oF your exploits ara 
racing From one ond 

of fhe hupernat ta 
the other. 


My Favorite version has you capturing @ THAT'S NOT HOW IT 
bioweepon Fram Gavcarps, and thon doplo 

against tha Marokueng, which 

subsequently solf-sterilized 

in a Final, heroic, 

sacrificial act. 


Iva seen Havyn's roport. I'd 


fave to hear it in your words, though. 


TAGII BLEW UP THE MOROKWENG, THEY, 
ICED THEIR ANNIE PLANTS TO HIDE FROM THE 
PA'ANURI, AND UNDERESTIMATED JUST HOW 
DESPERATE OUR Al. WAS TO KILL THINGS. 


TAG! WOULD HAVE KILLED US 
NEXT, BUT VENTURA HAD LACED 
THE PROCESSORS WITH THOOMITE. 


How do you Feo! 
about that? K 


OH, IS THIS A THERAPEUTIC 
DEBRIEF? FINE, T CONT Like 
SECRETS THAT T'ft NOT IN ON. 


I HAVE TO GIVE THE GIRL CREDIT, THOUGH, 
THE KILL SWITCH WOULON'T WORK’ UNTIL SHE 
WAS OLIT OF THE SHIELDED RESTRAINTS, SO 
SHE BAITED TAGII INTO RELEASING HER 


WE ONLY SUFFERED TWO WE GOT ATTACKED BY squapRons OF J] | Progative attacks |[ Exactiy. Flsa, I de 
Gastnis. Tice IF You Jil | WadStaps, ZOnele SCLORe RAS J] | “BROW The USS | thet you Faced an ancient 
Bafanuri. 


‘COUNT TAGII PLAGUE, A UNS. BATTLEPLATE, AN 
ANCIENT PA’ANLIRI PRISONER, AND 
‘OUR OWN SHIP. 


‘AND FOUR S 
Ie YOU COUNT Indged, though 
SERSEANT SCHLOCK, MARK 1. the squadrons of warships 
Tim AMAZED ANY OF US LIVED. || (appear to have been drone Fleots. 


‘OISRI LOOKED PRETTY OLD TO ME, 
WHAT'S YOUR DEFINITION’ 
‘OF *ANCIENT?* 


Oh, Oisri is certainly 
‘ancient, but tha Ba’anuri 

insida it may not have bean. 

To my analysis, Oisri is not a vassal 
For imprisoning @ dark-mattor creature. 


“It is a machine For creating one.” 
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